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| INTRODUCTION

For nearly 18 years, European countries have been successfully developing cooperation in the field
of forest policy towards sustainable forest management (SFM). Four Ministerial Conferences
on the Protection of Forests in Europe held in Strasbourg (1990), Helsinki (1993), Lisbon (1998),
Vienna (2003) resulted in agreed commitments at a political level with regard to sustainable
management of forests. At the same time they have highly contributed to building up a range of

joint activities of actors engaged, despite a variety of opinions and interests they represent.

The Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (5" MCPFE) took place
on 5-7 November, 2007 in Warsaw, Poland. The Conference Sessions provided a forum for dynamic
discussions and sharing views on political challenges concerning European forests among the
ministers, delegates from the MCPFE observer organisations and countries as well as representatives
of research community. The Warsaw Summit encompassed presentation of most recent information
on the state of Europe’s forests as well as illustration of achievements of European countries in
progressing towards SFM. A set of actions to assure that Europe’s forests continue to be managed
sustainably and provide benefits to the best of their potential was endorsed.

The Warsaw Conference was ceremonially opened by the President of Poland and the participants
were cordially welcomed to Warsaw. Linkages between forests and climate change as well as
reconciliation of two important issues: economic development and protection of natural environment

were emphasized in the opening address by the President.

The Conference Agenda consisted of five Sessions, starting with the Thematic Session: “Europe’s
Forests — state of art and challenges ahead.” Two MCPFE Reports: “State of Europe’s Forests
2007” and “Implementation of the MCPFE Commitments 2003—2007" were presented. The key
statements by the European Community (EC), United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE) and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) significantly
enriched the Conference debates on SFM. The Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue (MSD) comprised
presentation of the statements by six Major Groups followed by an open discussion with ministers
and delegates. A number of 1ssues for further political attention were 1dentified during the dialogue.
The statements by European countries and the European Community as well as by observer
organisations and countries were included in the succeeding Conference Sessions.

The outcomes of the Conference are embraced the Ministerial Declaration and the two Warsaw
Resolutions that relate to the most significant environmental problems, such as climate change,
growing demand for energy from renewable sources and threats to availability and quality of water
resources. The Conference Documents were signed by 40 MCPFE signatory countries at the
Signing Ceremony. Additionally, two Ministerial Statements on forest fires in South Europe and

the nitiative on the Pan-European Forest Week 1n 2008 were adopted by acclamation.

As a final point, a change in the MCPFE General Co-ordinating Committee (GCC) was announced
at the Conference forum. The Minister of Environment of Poland invited Germany and Slovak
Republic to take the place of Austria in the GCC and passed the MCPFE presidency to Norway.

The Conference delegates participated in the Field Session in the Kozienicka Forest that offered
a great opportunity to demonstrate and discuss protection of biological diversity, promotion of
forest education, improvement in ecological forest management and the provision of regional

development in a perspective of the Conference host country — Poland.
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The Warsaw Summit, whose leitmotif was ,Forests for quality of life” brought the forests back
to public debates both in the social and economic dimensions, whilst keeping the commitments

resulting from the need to protect European forests being regional common heritage.
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NORWAY

Mr. Terje Riis-Johansen

Minister of Agriculture and Food

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Representatives from Observer Countries, International
Organisations and Non-governmental Organisations, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Ministerial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe are milestones in our work for

sustainable forest management 1n our part of the world.

The outcome of the ministerial conference has made 1t possible for us (at least in Norway) to
approach our challenges more effectively, and with additional knowledge, gained through our

cooperative work 1n this process.

I am convinced that the current conference will provide similar solid basis for our joint etforts in
the future. One reason being the significant preparatory work already done by Minister Jan Szyszko
and his staff in the Ministry of Environment, and the long lasting good work done by the Liaison

Unit here in Warsaw.

I would like to use this opportunity to thank Poland for hosting this conference and for supporting
this process with excellent technical and organisational preparations. Poland has done more than we
could expect to make this conference a success. It 1s now up to all of us to deliver the results.

We could hardly have chosen more relevant topics for this conference. Forest and energy, forest

and water — both topics are at the core of the political debate related to climate change.

I was once told by an expert that climate change 1s “all about distribution of water”. I would like to
add: and to manage the carbon cycle. Both statements are grave simplification of complex issues,
but 1t pinpoints some of the major challenges for us in order to secure quality of life in Europe and
elsewhere.

One message from this conference to the outside world should be that forests can make significant
contributions to this end by providing renewable energy.

Another important message 1s that forest and sustainable forest management can positively

influence our ability to secure sufficient quantity and quality of water.

Let this conference be an important step in our effort to improve policies and to secure sustainable
forest management in Europe. This will enhance the contribution of forests to quality of life.

Thank you for your attention.
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POLAND

Mr. Jan Szyszko

Minister of Environment

Ekscelencjo, Panie Prezydencie,

wielce szanowni Goécle,

wielce szanowny Panie Ministrze — Wspélprzewodniczacy,
Panie 1 Panowie!

Ja réwniez cheiatbym dolgczy¢ do przedmoéwcow 1 powitaé Panstwa w Warszawie, na 5 Konferencji
Ministerialnej na temat Ochrony Laséw w Europie.

Przede wszystkich cheiatbym wyrazi¢ swojg wdzieczno$é 1 zaszezyt ze wzgledu na Panstwa cheé
przybycia do naszego kraju 1 uczestnictwa w naszej dwudniowe] debacie poswieconej lasom euro-
pejskim. Jest mi niezmiernie mito, ze tak wielu ministréw 1 wysokich rangg przedstawicieli krajéw
europejskich zechcialo przyjac¢ nasze zaproszenie. Dla nas jest to gest dobrej woli 1 zaangazowania
rzadéw Panstwa krajow w sprawe lasow. Cheilalbym takze podziekowaé wielce szanownym przedsta-
wicielom instytucji migdzynarodowych, organizacji pozarzadowych, organizacji miedzyrzadowe;j,
spolecznos$ci naukowe] oraz innym organizacjom, za przyjecie naszego zaproszenia.

Dla mnie, jako Ministra Srodowiska 1czlonka rzgdu RP, ta Konferencja ma szczegdlne
znaczenie. Dotyczy to zwlaszcza zagadnien powigzania lesnictwa z kwestiami fagodzenia zmian
klimatycznych.

Europejskie lasy majg do odegrania role w rozwoju spoleczenstwa europejskiego — moga poprawié
jako$¢ naszego zycia poprzez wklad we wspomniane juz powstrzymywanie zmian klimatycznych,
ochrone zasobéw wodnych jak 1 dostarczania biomasy na cele energetyczne.

Jak Panstwo zapewne zauwazyli, skierowalem Waszg uwage na gléwne zagadnienia Dokumentéw
Ministerialnych: Deklaracje Warszawska oraz dwie Rezolucje.

Polska, jako gospodarz tej Konferencji, zgadza si¢ z najwazniejszymi tezami tej debaty o polityce
le$nej, atakze z globalng dyskusja po$wiecong zagadnieniom powigzania klimatu — energn —
1 sSrodowiska naturalnego.

Panie 1 Panowie!

Pozwélcie, ze przytocze kilka faktéw na temat naszych laséw.

Ponad 1 mld ha, co stanowi 25 procent Swiatowych zasobéw lesnych, znajduje sie w Europie.
W przeciggu ostatnich 15 lat, powierzchnia laséw na naszym kontynencie wzrosta o prawie
13 mln ha. I nadal ro$nie.

Okoto 70 procent europejskich laséw ma charakter pét-naturalny 1 charakteryzuje sie duzg
réznorodnoscig biologiczng.

[los¢ drewna wlasach osiggnela rekordowy poziom: catkowite zasoby drzewne na pniu laséw
w Europie wynoszg 112 mld m®. W przeciggu ostatnich 15 lat, co roku przybywato srednio 358 mln m’.

Poland

Rezerwy wegla w biomasie lesnej sq ogromne 1rosng: 53 gigatony wegla zmagazynowane sg
w biomasie le$nej — jest to wzrost o 2 mld ton od roku 1990.

Od polowy lat dziewieédziesigtych, konsumpcja drewna w przeliczeniu na mieszkanca wzrastala,
osiggajgc 1,1 m’® w roku 2005. Jednocze$nie Europa stata si¢ waznym eksporterem netto wyrobéw
drewnianych do innych rejonéw $wiata (100 mln m’ rocznie). Duze 1loSci drewna wykorzystywane

sg jako Zrédlo energii, w tym wzgledzie nastapil w ostatnich latach znaczny wzrost.

Dzialalno$¢ zwigzana z gospodarkg lesna, przemyst drzewny oraz przemyst celulozowo-papierniczy
stanowig lacznie okoto 1 procenta produktu krajowego brutto w Europie 1 znacznie wiecej w kilku

krajach.

Okoto 4,3 mln oséb zatrudnionych jest w europejskim sektorze leénym. Zatrudnienie w le$nictwie
w Europie nadal spada, ale spada réwniez tempo tego procesu. W roku 2005, zatrudnienie
w dziatalnos$ci zwigzanej z gospodarkg lesna, przemysle drzewnym oraz przemysle celulozowo-
papierniczym stanowito 1,1 procenta catkowitej wielkosci zatrudnienia w Europie.

Chciatbym réwniez przypomnieé, ze ponad 90 procent europejskich lasoéw jest udostepniona

spoleczenstwu. Lasy jako dobro publiczne pelnig wiele funkeji pozaprodukeyjnych 1 spotecznych.

To tylko kilka przykladéw znaczenia europejskich laséw. Jest oczywiste, ze sytuacji lasow jest
rézna w poszczegélnych krajach Europy. Jasne jednak jest, ze spoleczenstwa krajéw europejskich
potrzebuja swoich laséw.

Konferencja Ministerialna na temat Ochrony Laséw w Europie okreélita 1 opracowata najwazniejsze
koncepcje lezace u podstaw 1de1 zréwnowazonego zarzgdzania zasobami lesnymi. Z biegiem lat
przyzwyczailiSmy sie do tej koncepcji. Rozumiemy jg, wdrazamy, poprawiamy je] powlgzania
miedzysektorowe, wiemy jednak, ze ten calo§ciowy obraz nie jest doskonaly.

Nadal pozostaje wiele do zrobienia.

Bazujac na 17 latach osiagnie¢, doswiadczen 1 wysitkéw Konferencji Ministerialnej na temat Ochrony
Lasow w Europie, ktérej celem jest wzmocnienie ekonomicznego, srodowiskowego, spotecznego
1 kulturowego aspektu laséw, kontekst oraz tematyka Konferencji Warszawskiej wydaja sie znaczace.
Lasy zostaly tu wpisane w kontek$cie miedzysektorowym, miedzy innymi w odniesieniu do
strategii 1 polityk tagodzenia zmian klimatycznych, wkiadu w zabezpieczanie zasobéw wodnych
oraz ich roli w powstrzymywaniu utraty réznorodnosci biologicznej 1, wreszcie, roli, jakg odgrywajg
w wykorzystaniu energii odnawialnej.

Jestem przekonany, ze Konferencja ta odegra decydujacg role w dalszym rozwoju miedzynarodowych
programéw dotyczacych lasow 1lesnictwa w Europie. Daje nam ona szanse wyrazenia jasnych
wizji przyszlych dzialah majgcych zagwarantowad, ze lasy 1 zrownowazone zarzgdzanie nimi bedg

odgrywac aktywng role w zréwnowazonym rozwoju spoleczenstw.

Panie 1 Panowie!

Jednym z moich gléwnych celéw jako Ministra Srodowiska RP jest rozszerzenie sposobu postrzegania
roli laséw w lagodzeniu zmian klimatu. Ja osobi$cie postrzegam Konferencje Ministerialng na
temat Ochrony Laséw w Europie jako instrument majgcy zapewnié, ze lasy 1 leSnictwo pozostang
na czolowej pozycji w europejskich programach.
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Wielce szanowni Delegaci!

Oczy wszystkich skierowane sg dzi§ na nas. Chciatbym wyrazi¢ szczerg nadzieje, ze nasza sesja
stanowi¢ bedzie punkt zwrotny w dalszym rozwoju debaty poswiecone; lesnictwu. W imieniu
polskiego rzadu, jeszcze raz zycze Panstwu udanych obrad 1 zapewniam, ze zrobimy co w naszej
mocy, by Panstwa pobyt w Polsce byt satystakcjonujacy.

Dziekuje Panstwu za uwage.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
English version

Your Excellency, Mr. President,
Excellencies and Distinguished Guests,
Honourable Minister, Co-Chair,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I join in welcoming you in Warsaw at the 5" Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in
Europe. First of all, I would like to express my gratitude and honour for your willingness to come
here to participate in our two-day deliberations devoted to European forests. [ am pleased that
so many Ministers and high representatives of European States, the European Community and
Observer States have been able to accept our invitation. To us, this 1s a gesture of good will and the
commitment which your Governments have to forests. I would also like to express our thanks to
the distinguished representatives from international institutions, non-governmental organisations,
inter-governmental organisations, scientific community and other organisations for following our

nvitation.

For me, as the Minister of Environment and as a member of the Polish Government, this Conference 1s

of particular importance. It 1s mainly the linkages between forestry and climate change mitigation.

European forests have a vital role to play for European society — they can improve the quality of life
by contributing to climate change mitigation, energy supply and water protection. As you probably
noticed, I have drawn your attention to the main issues of the Ministerial Documents: the Warsaw

Declaration and the two Resolutions.

Poland, as the host of this Conference, concurs with these top subjects of forest policy debates and,
therefore, with the entire global climate — energy — environment debate.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me mention a few facts about our forests.

Over 1 billion ha, which 1s 25 percent of the world’s forests, are located in Europe. In the past
15 years, the area of forests on our continent has increased by almost 13 million ha. And 1t continues

to increase.
About 70 percent of the European forests are semi-natural and contain rich biodiversity.

Wood volume 1n forests has reached record heights: the total growing stock of forests in Europe
amounts to 112 billion cubic meters.

Poland

In the last 15 years, an average of 358 million cubic meters was added each year. Forest biomass
carbon reserves are huge and growing: 53 gigatons of carbons are stored in forest biomass — which
1s an increase of 2 billion tons since 1990.

Since the mid-1990s, wood consumption per capita has been rising, reaching 1.1 m’ in 2005.
At the same time, Europe has become a major net exporter of wood products to other regions
(100 million m* per year). Large volumes of wood are used for energy, with a significant increase in
recent years.

Forestry activities, wood industries and the pulp and paper industry combined contribute about
1 percent to the gross domestic product in Europe and substantially more in a few other countries.

Around 4.3 million people work 1n the European forest sector. Employment in forestry continues to
decrease in Europe, but the loss of jobs 1s slowing down. In 2005, employment in forestry activities,
wood industries and pulp and paper industries accounted for 1.1 percent of the total employment
in Europe.

Finally, I would like to recall that more than 90 percent of European forests are open to public
access. Forests provide wide range of goods and services to our societies.

These are just few examples of the importance of European forests. It 1s evident that the situation
of forests vary in individual European countries.

But 1t 1s obvious that European societies need their forests.

Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe has defined and develop the main
concepts underlying the idea of sustainable forest management. Over years, we got used to this
concept. We understand 1t, we implement 1t, we improve its cross-sector links, but yet we know that
the holistic picture 1s not perfect.

There is more to do.

Basingon 17 years of achievements, experiences and continuous efforts of the Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe, aimed at strengthening the economic, environmental, social
and cultural aspects of forests, the context and the substance of Warsaw Conference appears
remarkable. Forests are placed 1n the cross-sector context, inter alia, in climate change mitigation,
contribution to securing water resources, their role in halting the loss of biodiversity and, last but
not least, playing a role in obtaining biomass for energy.

I am convinced that this Conference will play a decisive role in further development of international
forest and forestry agenda in Europe. It gives us an opportunity to express clear visions of future
actions to ensure that forests and their sustainable management will play an active role in the

sustainable development of societies.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

One of my primary objectives as a Minister of Environment in Poland 1s to expand the way in which
the role of forests can be seen in climate change mitigation. I personally consider the Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe as an instrument to secure that forest and

forestry remain on top of the European agendas.
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Distinguished Delegates,

The spotlight 1s on us. Let me express my sincere hope that our session will be a landmark in —
a future development of forestry debate. On behalf of the Polish government, I once more wish you 2
a warm welcome and affirm that we will do our best to make your stay in Poland enjoyable. %
p—
Thank you for your attention.
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FOR |
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— STATE OF ART AND
CHALLENGES AHEAD



EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

Ms. Mariann Fischer Boel

Member of the European Commission

Getting the best out of Europe'’s forests

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It’s a privilege to address this conference, and I would like to thank our Polish and Norwegian hosts

for inviting me.
Forests are a big part of Europe’s heritage and 1dentity.

When satellites look down on Europe from the skies, they see large masses of green. Or, to be
a little more scientific: forests and other wooded areas cover around 40 per cent of the European

Union of 27 Member States.

Does this huge portion of Europe get the public attention that it deserves? Possibly not. But in
any case, I'm glad to see that forestry policy 1s taken very seriously at the political level, as this
conference demonstrates.

I like the theme of the conference: “Forests for quality of life”. One could even take it a step further
and simply say: “Forests for life”. Because forests have been essential throughout the history of
mankind — for fuel, for shelter, for the very air that we breathe.

Later today, you will hear a statement from the European Community about where the forest sector
stands at the moment and where 1t 1s going. But I will take this opportunity to highlight a few

particular points myself.

I welcome the report State of Europe’s Forests 2007. Policies are only as good as the information on

which they are based, so this report will shine valuable light on what we need to do in the future.

We have to balance two objectives 1n the forest sector. On the one hand, we need to encourage
competitiveness. On the other hand, we need to support what forests do for us in terms of

biodiversity, water, climate, and general quality of life.

Unfortunately, these two objectives are often seen as being in tension with each other. But we have
to aim for both. In fact, I would like to underline that competitiveness 1s an important component
of sustainability. It helps to underpin the other key components —the environmental and social

aspects.
In the European Union, we are working on all these 1ssues under our Forest Action Plan.

As part of the Action Plan, we recently carried out a study of the forest sector’s competitiveness
in the European Union. We found that 1t has handled globalisation quite well: it 1s still robustly

competitive and looks set to remain so.

This makes me confident that the sector will also remain capable of delivering benefits for our

quality of life.
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One of the hot topics in European Union policy-making just now 1s the role of bio-energy in

diversifying our sources of energy and in limiting climate change.

Of course, forestry 1s already a major player in the bio-energy sector. Blomass makes up about two-
thirds of the energy from renewable sources used in the EU-25 — in other words, 6 percent of the
total energy used. Forest biomass provides the lion’s share of this.

As you know, the European Union now has ambitious new targets for renewable energy. It should
make up 20 per cent of our total energy usage by 2020.

A big contribution from forestry will be absolutely essential i1f we want to hit this target.

Can we draw that contribution out of our forests without overexploiting their resources and without

causing problems for other users of forest materials?

The evidence seems to say that we can. We are currently harvesting only about 60 per cent of our
annual wood growth. So there’s extra wood out there which we could put to good use — without

compromising sustainable forest management.
How do we bring this wood into use?

Certainly, there are various obstacles to be overcome. And at the end of the day, within the European
Union, forestry policy 1s up to Member States. The Commission’s role 1s one of guidance and co-
ordination.

Nevertheless, the Union as a body 1s doing what 1t can. Many tools are available through rural
development policy to help forestry fulfil its potential. And within the Standing Committee on
Forestry, a group 1s working specifically on how to increase our usage of potentially available
wood.

On my side, I ask for real ambition from governments and stakeholders to find a way past the

obstacles in question.

I look forward to seeing progress in this area and all the other areas in which we’re working. Because
I look forward to seeing the forests of Europe make an even greater contribution to our quality of

life — sustainably, for the sake of present and future generations.

Thank you for your attention.

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO)

Mr. Jan Heino

Assistant Director-General
Forestry Department

Progress towards SFM - global outlook

Honourable Minister Szyszko,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,

On behalf of the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
and my colleagues in the Forestry Department, I would like to thank you for this opportunity to
address the Fifth Ministerial Conference. Decisions taken here have a significant impact on the
future of the European forests. FAO has been privileged to be closely involved with all four past
conferences, both in the preparations and the follow-up process. FAO 1s very much aware of the

political leadership of the MCPFE in the region.

Having listened to the presentation of the report on the State of Europe’s Forests 2007, 1t is tempting
to conclude that Europe has achieved sustainable forest management. The negative trends are
largely offset by positive ones. Nevertheless, much remains to be done especially in climate change
mitigation and adaptation. Also, we have to face the demands for renewable energy and freshwater
supply, in addition to urgent collective action needed for preventing forest fires.

Like in Europe, forestry makes a valuable contribution to sustainable development in all parts
of the world. The latest Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA 2005) and the State of the
Worlds Forests (SOFO 2007) both showed many positive trends. Most countries manage forests
for multiple uses, and social and environmental benefits are increasingly recognized.

There 1s indeed evidence that progress 1s being made. For example, forest area dedicated for
conservation of biological diversity increased close to 100 million hectares between 1990 and 2005
and now accounts 11 percent of all forests. Management of forests for protection of soil and water
and for recreation has increased. Planted forests provide more than half of the industrial wood

produced in the world and this proportion is increasing.

Significant progress has been made 1n strengthening the national policy and legal frameworks.
In addition, there are encouraging signs of improving the forest sector’s contribution to poverty
reduction.

Regional cooperation has been gaining strength around the world, encouraged by the example of
MCPFE in Europe and the revitalization of the FAO Regional Commissions, among others.

However, negative trends still continue in many regions. Forest degradation 1s occurring from forest
fires, pests, 1nvasive specles, storms and overexploitation of forest resources and deforestation 1s
driven by agricultural and urban expansion.
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Forests are rapidly being lost to agriculture in Africa, Central America, South America and n
Southeast Asia, accounting for almost 90 percent of the world’s alarmingly high deforestation rate
of 13 million hectares per year. Every year, the world 1s losing an area of forests that 1s roughly the

size of Greece.

At the same time the establishment of new forests notably in Asia has reduced the net loss of forest
area — especially within the last 5 years. The natural expansion of forests on abandoned agricultural
land — for example 1n Southern Europe, has also contributed to the reduction of the net loss.

Climate change 1s one of the most serious challenges of our time. Forestry currently contributes
17 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation, decomposition of forest organic
matter and forest fires. But forests also have the potential to absorb about one-tenth of global
carbon emissions projected for the first half of this century. Developing countries are facing serious
challenges in reducing emissions from deforestation. They need support for their efforts. The tools
and partnerships developed for sustainable forest management are ready to be applied to climate
change mitigation and adaptation. It 1s important that forestry sector representatives influence the
decision-making 1n the climate change negotiations. Let us collectively raise the profile of forestry
in the climate change debate. Otherwise we run a risk of reinventing the wheel.

It 1s evident that the demand for wood for energy 1s increasing. Consequently, the supply of wood
available for other uses might decline, resulting in increased prices for all users of wood. In some
developing regions, increasing production of agrofuel crops might generate land use conflicts and
increase deforestation. The area of planted forests 1s also expected to expand to meet the increased
demand for energy from wood.

In conclusion, progress towards sustainable forest management has been uneven globally.
The world’s forestry 1s faced with an increasingly complex challenge; is it possible to achieve
sustainable forest management and to achieve equitable economic progress at the same time?
Europe has certainly demonstrated positive steps forward. We need collective efforts to make this
happen 1n all regions of the world.

Finally, I wish to express FAO’s continued support to the implementation of the MCPFE Resolutions,
including those to be passed at this Conference. It 1s a great pleasure to work together with MCPFE,
and we look forward to highlighting the excellent collaboration in Europe later during this Conference

and 1n the follow-up process.

Thank youl

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR
EUROPE (UNECE)

Mr. Marek Belka

Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of UNECE

Mr. Szyszko, Ms. Fischer Boel, Mr. Heino, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a pleasure and an honour for me to participate in a Conference which is the culmination of many
years of work and cooperation all over the region. I express my thanks to Poland and Norway, who,
with the countries of the MCPFE General Coordinating Committee, have led this work. The whole
forest sector community has united to support the work, notably the international organisations,
including, of course, the UN Economic Commission for Europe. I am proud that UNECE has made
a significant contribution to this effort and look forward to further strengthening our cooperation
with MCPFE and other organisations in the years to come.

In today’s intense agenda, I only have five minutes, so I will move straight to the substance of what

I have to say.

First, the report you have 1n front of you, jointly prepared by UNECE with the Liaison Unit
Warsaw and FAO, shows that, with a few exceptions, Europe is moving towards sustainable forest
management, through an acceptance of the need to balance different positions and interests to find
a sustainable solution, rather than imposing a “winner” in a contest of political strength.

This approach 1s enabling the forest sector to move on from the sterile debates of the past to find
practical and consensus based solutions. In this respect, I believe other sectors have much to learn
from the forest sector. The next challenge will to be develop a rational and sustainable consensus
on the role of wood 1n renewable energy supply, while respecting the other users of this unique
material.

Second, the report shows that indicators of sustainable forest management work. The report 1s
comprehensive 1n 1ts scope and balanced 1n 1ts approach because 1t 1s based on a framework agreed
at the policy level, not merely by what 1s easy to measure. However, there are still a few countries
in the region — and not just those with weak economies and institutions — which have not yet given
sufficient policy priority to monitoring the forests. I hope the governments of these countries will
take the necessary measures soon to reach the international minimum standard as defined through
the MCPFE indicator system. Collecting reliable and comparable data on the forest resource 1s not

a luxury, but a necessary mnvestment in good governance.

Third, the report 1dentifies a number of opportunities in the forest sector for European governments.
In particular, thanks to the cautious utilisation of the resource over the last fifty years, a reserve
of wood has been built up in Europe’s forests: now we must decide how to use this accumulated
capital.

However, the report shows that not everything 1s positive: a few countries have very weak forest
sector institutions, while the forest are vulnerable to external threats such as pollution, fire or
climate change. We need to increase our preparedness for the unexpected and develop adaptive

strategies.
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Finally, a word about public perceptions and communication: it 1s a sad fact that the public, indeed
many decision makers, have many wrong perceptions of the status and trends of European forests. An

authoritative and clear document like the Warsaw report can help dispel these misunderstandings.

I would like to say a few words about the mutually beneficial cooperation between my organisation,
UNECE, and MCPFE. We are committed to continuing, indeed intensifying, this cooperation in the
future, and expect to contribute to the next MCPFE Programme of Work, as we did to earlier wok
programmes. In particular, I welcome the fact that MCPFE will cooperate with ECE, FAO, and the
EU in the Pan-European Forest Week next October. This event will present an excellent opportunity

to demonstrate the cooperation and dynamism of the region’s forest sector institutions.

MCPFE, since its foundation in Strasburg seventeen years ago has moved Europe rapidly towards
sustainable forest management and should be proud of its many achievements. UNECE for its part
1s firmly committed to work together with MCPFE 1n the future for the benefit of all countries in
the region.
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CHAIRMAN'’S INTRODUCTION

Mr. Hosny EL-LAKANY

Adjunct Professor of Forestry, University of British Columbia, Canada

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It was with great pleasure that I accepted the invitation by the Secretariat of this 5 MCPFE to
facilitate the MSD. Although MSD'’s are not new to me, I am glad that [ am participating today 1n
my personal capacity.

The history of participation of Civil Society in Inter-governmental Forestry discussions 1s well-known,
but 1t may be worthwhile to recall some of the major events that have shaped such participation and
to explore the future developments. Alarmed by the unacceptable high rates of global deforestation,
several environmental NGO’s managed to raise forestry to international agendas in the 1970’s and
80’s and many governments accorded reducing deforestation high priorities in their deliberations
before and during UNCED 1n 1992. Despite being a contentious 1ssue, Chapter 11 of Agenda 21 and
the “Forest Principles” represented major achievements to forestry. The momentum created in Rio
and the participation of additional stakeholders have come to bear in the post-Rio era including IPF-
IFF and UNFF processes which have reached an agreement on a Non-Legally Binding Instrument
on Forests early this year. Civil society actors have also been involved in other global forums such as
the FAO Forestry Commissions, International Timber Trade Councils and the World Bank Forest
Strategies as well as the numerous institutions, conventions and multi-lateral forums addressing
sustainable development, including forestry.

The interaction between non-state actors and governments at both national and international
levels has not always been a smooth sailing, to say the least. That was particularly clear when
the interest evolved from deforestation to other issues such as trade and certification, illegal
activities, governance, biodiversity, livelihood and more recently climate change and energy. Many
governments and private industries created enabling mechanisms to carry the dialogue further and
dissipate some of the 1ll feelings and mistrust. One of the best kept secrets of global forestry 1s the
dissatisfaction of many civil society groups, particularly environmental NGO'’s, with the way the
intergovernmental forest dialogue has been conducted and its outcome so far. Several stakeholders
complain that the MSDs have become a standard item on the agendas of multi-lateral meetings,
mostly for aesthetic reasons. It 1s gratifying to record however that the prevailing atmosphere 1s
now one of co-existence and collaboration rather than one of confrontation.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have seven groups to make statements this session, each with a limited time. I trust that each
statement will be concise, highlighting the position of each group vis-a-vis the two main issue on
the table today. Discussing Forests and Water and Forests, Wood and Energy could not have been
more timely from both global and European perspectives.

I respectfully ask each group that, while presenting its points of view and raising some 1ssues in the
European context, to briefly dwell on how 1t proposes to contribute to solving some of the problems
and how 1ts constituency intends to help governments achieve the goals of the Declaration. After

all, we are all in this together.
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Naturally, each group 1s welcome to raise questions to the participants of the conference. It 1s
anticipated that participants will respond to questions and engage in a dialogue that follows the
presentations.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let us hope that the dialogue this morning will reflect a new spirit of collaboration. Let us have
a lively, constructive dialogue and live up to the expectations of all concerned.

Thank you.

MAJOR GROUP “YOUTH”"
International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA)

Ms. Olga Pentelkina
Student

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you very much for the opportunity to explain the goals and expectations of the Major Group
“Youth”, regarding the 5" Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. Youth 1s

currently exclusively represented by the International Forestry Students’ Association

Our vision 1s to promote Sustainable Forest Management through education. Education in forestry
1s widely different to what it had been a few decades ago. Considerable changes have taken place in

society and these have had a great influence on forestry and forestry education.

We are observing these important processes and providing information to forestry students around
the world. We recognise that 1t can be difficult to communicate the policies of decision makers, who
are often lawyers or economists, to local foresters who are primarily responsible for the management
of forests. One major factor 1s that foresters are not aware of the objectives and functions of
international or regional forest policy. We are convinced that for the successful implementation of
Sustainable Forest Management 1t 1s essential to raise the interest and understanding of forestry
students 1n forest policy besides national processes, and thus establish a link between agreements
in the framework of the MCPFE and local forest management.

In light of these convictions, the Major Group “Youth” appreciates the commitments of the draft
resolutions on Forests and Water as well as those on Forests, Wood and Energy. We are especially
gratified to see that the Ministerial Conference acknowledges the significance of training and
education 1n the implementation of these commitments through the framework of Sustainable
Forest Management. In order to enhance the awareness, interest and expertise of young professionals
in forestry on 1ssues of water management and wood energy the future Warsaw resolutions should
also highlight the relevance of higher education in forestry as akey element of a successful

implementation of the resolutions.

We ask that the Ministerial Conference continue promoting the participation of young professionals
in the framework of this process. Education organisations should be encouraged to motivate
students to anticipate and support student initiatives such as conferences and seminars, taking into
account 1ssues of water management and wood energy production. Governments should support
the maintenance and enlargement of funds for these activities and give easier access to students for
activities related to forestry 1ssues. Governments should also provide grant programs for education

at national and Pan-European levels.

The Major Group “Youth” contributes to these objectives through our willingness to further explain
our understandings. We will continue to strengthen the establishment of dialogue between young
professionals in forestry and policy makers, as well as communication with stake holders in forestry
and representatives of science. In the framework of our Forest Policy Education Network, we spread
information on forest policy issues, facilitate student participation in forest policy processes like

UNFE UNFCCC, UNCBD and encourage the initiation of students’ projects and scientific events
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that are related to forest policy at various levels. In Europe alone, students in forestry have
successfully organized more than 10 events related to 1ssues of forest policy within the last
3 years.

In closing, we would like to emphasize that education in forestry will be a significant investment in
the future development of science and better business insight as well as aiding in the implementation
of Sustainable Forest Management around the world.

MAJOR GROUP “FOREST OWNERS”

State Forest Owners
European State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR)

Mtr. Pierre-Olivier Drege

Chief Executive Officer
EUSTAFOR

Ministers, Presidents and Directors of Observer Organisations,

[ am very pleased to take the floor during this session as President of EUSTAFOR, the European
State Forest Association. Our assoclation gathers 26 members from 20 different European countries,
managing 27% of EU forest area, harvesting annually 115 millions cubic meters and employing
directly more than 100 000 people. We, as State forest organisations, we have a long tradition
of sustainable forest management and we consider that it 1s our mission to propose original and
operational solutions introducing in practice the principles and orientations given by Ministers
during these “conferences on the protection of forests”.

EUSTAFOR fully supports the ministerial declaration, statements and resolutions of this conference.
We are aware of our responsibilities, as major forest owners and managers, for mitigating and
adapting to climate change, and in particular by protecting water resources and by enhancing the
mobilisation of wood 1n order to provide society with an increased supply of renewable raw material
and of renewable energy. Presently, we only use an average of 74% of the annual biologic increment
of the forests we manage, and we believe that we can increase this figure in a sustainable manner that
will also enhance the other functions of the forests: developing ecological services and providing
rural areas with new opportunities for jobs and economic development.

As EUSTAFOR, we think one should not oppose the development of biomass and wood energy to
the use of wood as raw material for timber or paper. We believe that both are possible at the same
time and needed in order to tackle the challenge of mitigating climate change. As we operate within
the European Union, we share the ambitious objective that the EU members states have given
themselves concerning the increase of renewable energy production — reaching the 20% target by
2020 — and we believe that biomass, and wood 1n particular, has a crucial role to play in this regard.

EUSTAFOR members want therefore to develop solutions for a better and higher wood mobilisation
both for timber, paper and for energy. This needs improving the data on wood resources and
Integrating wood energy as a part of our management objectives.

We also think that forest management options and the use of wood as a material may add a much
higher contribution to mitigate climate change. We should therefore equally take into account the
possibilities offered by carbon sequestration, as recognised by the Kyoto Protocol. EUSTAFOR’s
members will follow or take part in the development of operative projects that can demonstrate
forest potential for carbon sequestration, both through afforestation and forest management. Such
projects should not be exclusive of wood harvesting and carbon sequestration in final products.
This action 1s related to the orientations decided by the European summit last March concerning
the evolution of the EU regulations.

Ministers, I would like to reiterate that State forest organisations have the ability and the ambition
to be a powerful tool to implement the objectives shared during this conference at a operational
and large scale level.
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Statement of the Director General of Polish State Forests
National Forest Holding

Mr. Andrzej Matysiak
Director General of SFNFH

Panie Przewodniczgcy, Panie 1 Panowie Ministrowie, Szanowni Panstwo,

Zgadzam si¢ z moim przedméwceg — Panem Pierre-Olivier Drege — Prezydentem EUSTAFORu, ze
lasy bedace wlasnoscig publiczng maja do spelnienia szczegdlng misje. Tak, to one przede wszystkim
powinny by¢ zagospodarowane wedlug zasad 1 kierowa¢ sie politykg Ministerialnego Procesu.

Tak wlasnie gospodarujemy w Lasach Panstwowych w Polsce realizujgc deklaracje 1rezolucje ze
Strasburga, Helsinek, Lizbony 1 Wiednia.

Ale misja laséw panstwowych, tzn. wlasnoéci publicznej skarbu panstwa, jest czyms$ wiece;.
W kazdym kawatku lasu, niezaleznie od wlasnosci, tkwi czgstka dobra publicznego: wszystkie
tunkcje ochronne, ekologiczne, spoleczne, infrastrukturalne laséw sa dobrem publicznym 1w lasach
panstwowych sg powszechnie dostepne.

Na panstwie spoczywa obowigzek ich ochrony 1 realizacji. Panstwo odpowiada za dobra publiczne

tkwigce w lasach.

Wszyscy uzytkujg lasy: c1 ktérzy w nich pracujg 1 dajg gospodarce drewno, jak 1 c1, ktérzy oddychajg
zdrowym powietrzem, pijg zdrowg wode 1 produkuja zdrowg zywnos¢, ci ktérzy w lesie wypoczywaja
1 podziwiaja jego piekno.

Misjg lasow panstwowych jest ochrona wartosci, ktore nalezg do nas wszystkich.

W krajach 7z przewagg laséw prywatnych istniejg silne organizacje wiascicieli laséw, w kraju
z przewagg laséw publicznych potrzebne jest silne spoteczne wsparcie. Bo las zaréwno prywatny jak
1 panstwowy powinien by¢ zagospodarowany wedlug tych samych zasad 1 potrzebuje by¢ traktowany
tak samo wobec prawa 1 pelni¢ podobng role w rozwoju kraju.

Lasy Panstwowe w Polsce trwajg w swym zasadniczym ksztalcie od 83 lat. Na przekér wojnom,
reformom, zmianom ustroju. Taka jest tradycja trwalego 1 zréwnowazonego zarzgdzania gospodarkg

lesng w Polsce.
I nie szukamy sposobu, zeby to zmienié.

Niech mi bedzie wolno, Panie Przewodniczacy, podzieli¢ sie choclaz wczeécr polskimi
doswiadczeniami.

Po pierwsze: Od 1994 roku, tworzymy polskie lasy modelowe — Leéne Kompleksy Promocyjne.
Sa to specjalne obszary funkcjonalne, ktérych zadaniem jest demonstrowanie 1 promocja trwalego
1 zréwnowazonego le$nictwa, edukacja spoleczenstwa, powigzanie gospodarkilesnej z jej spotecznym

1 gospodarczym otoczeniem, oraz prowadzenie dlugookresowych badan 1 eksperymentow.

Po drugie: Od 1996 roku obowigzuje tworzenie Planéw Ochrony Przyrody w nadle$nictwie. Jest to
integralny element planu urzadzenia lasu. Tak realizowana jest idea ochrony wszystkich laséw, nie
tylko na obszarach chronionych, tak wreszcie modyfikuje sie gospodarke lesng w imie ochrony lesnej
réznorodnosci biologiczne;.

Major Group “Forest Owners”

Po trzecie: Trwaja prace nad ustawg o pochtanianiu 1 instrumentach wspomagania redukeji gazéw
szklarniowych 1 realizacji Protokétu z Kioto. Lasy Panstwowe przygotowane sg do ochrony klimatu

1 odegrania gléwnej roli w zwigkszeniu pochtaniania CO, przez ekosystemy lagdowe w Polsce.

Po czwarte: Lasy Panstwowe prowadza inwentaryzacje przyrodniczg jako podstawe do weryfikacy
1 racjonalnej delimitacji obszaréw siect Natura 2000. Prace pozwolg unikngé¢ dublowania planéw
ochrony 1 wykorzysta¢ technologie lesne do realizacji Dyrektyw UE w tym zakresie.

Po pigte: moze najwazniejsze — Lasy Panstwowe sg ekonomicznie efektywne, w przeciwienstwie do
gospodarki lesnej w wielu krajach europejskich korzystajgcych z dotacji. Jako samofinansujgca sie

organizacja gospodarcza Lasy Panstwowe nie obcigzajg swoja dziatalno$cig budzetu panstwa.

Podjelismy ponadto wazne wyzwania: prawne usankcjonowanie 1wdrozenie polskiego systemu
certyfikacji gospodarki lesnej, restrukturyzacje Krajowego Programu Wzrostu Lesisto$ci 1 ukierun-

kowanie jego realizacji na tworzenie korytarzy ekologicznych.

Panie Przewodniczgcy, Panie 1 Panowie,

Polskie Lasy Panstwowe w pelni popierajg dokumenty V Konferencji Ministerialne; Ochrony Laséw
w Europie 1 deklarujg ich realizacje.

Reprezentujgc polskie lesnictwo pragne zapewnié, ze Deklaracja Warszawska oraz Rezolucja ,Lasy —
Drewno — Energia” uzyskuje w Polsce prawne podstawy realizacji; deklaruje mozliwo$¢ wykorzystania
ok. 3,5 mln m’ biomasy drzewnej rocznie jako zrédla odnawialnej energii oraz zobowigzuje sie
do promocji drewna jako substytutu materialéw, ktérych produkeja zwieksza zagrozenie klimatu

(produkcja stali, betonu, materialéw syntetycznych).

Ochrona wody — co jest trescig Rezolucji ,Las — Woda” — jest realizowana w Lasach Panstwowych
réwnolegle do planéw urzadzania lasu poprzez programy tworzenia systemdéw malej retenci.

Bedziecie mogli Panstwo zobaczy¢ praktyczne efekty naszej pracy w czasie wycieczki terenowej do

Kozienic w trzecim dniu Konferencji, na ktérg serdecznie wszystkich zapraszam.

Panie Przewodniczgcy, Panie 1 Panowie,

Nie ma wazniejsze] sprawy do zalatwienia dzisiaj niz chronié 1 stabilizowa¢ klimat oraz nie dopuscié
do wysychania Zrédet wody.

Polskie Lasy Panstwowe sg dumne, ze cho¢by w skromnym wymiarze uczestniczg w regulacyi tych

zywotnych probleméw wspélezesnosel.

Darz Bér!
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Mister Chairman, Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I do agree with my preceding speaker, Mister Pierre-Olivier Drege, the President of EUSTAFOR,
that a specific mission 1s incumbent on public forests. Indeed, 1t 1s these forests which first of all,
should be managed in compliance with sound principles, and which should be governed by the

Ministerial Process policy.

This 1s how we administer our State Forests in Poland by means of implementation of the declarations
and resolutions adopted 1n Strasburg, Helsinki, Lisbon and Vienna.

Still, the management of the State Forests, which are a public property 1s something more than
a simple administrative mission. Irrespective of the ownership structure, each part of the forest
incorporates a part of our common good: all the protective, environmental, social and infrastructural
functions belong to the public realm and are made publicly available in the territory of the State
Forests.

The State 1s responsible for forest protection and performance of these functions. The State 1s

responsible for public good which 1s intrinsic to the forests.

We all equally benefit from the forests — those who work 1n 1t and provide wood to national economy,
those who breathe fresh air, drink high-quality water and manufacture healthy food as well as those

who relax in the forest and admire its splendours.
The very mission of Polish State Forests 1s to protect the values which belong to all of us.

A country dominated by private forests generates mighty organisations of owners whereas
a country with a national ownership majority needs a mighty social support. Both a private forest
and a national one should be managed following the same rules, treated subject to the principle of

equality before the law, and play similar roles in the development of the country.

In defiance of wars, economic reforms and changes in the political systems, the State Forests in
Poland have maintained their primary characteristics for 83 years by now. This 1s how we traditionally

put into action the idea of sustainable forestry in Poland.
And we are not looking for the way to change this approach.
Mister Chairman, let me share with you just a part of our national experience.

First of all, we have been creating Polish model forests since 1994. These are Forest Promotional
Complexes: special functional areas whose target mission is to demonstrate and support sustainable
forest management, social education, relationship between the forestry and its social and economic
environment, as well as long-term 1nvestigations and experiments.

Second, development of Nature Protection Plans on forest inspectorate level has been a statutory
duty since 1996. Such plans are integral elements of the forest management planning. It 1s this way
we put into practice the idea of protection of all the forests and avoid focusing only on woodlands
located in the protected areas; last but not least, 1t 1s this way we are modifying the forestry for the
sake of forest biological diversity protection.

Major Group “Forest Owners”

Third, the works on the Act on greenhouse gas absorption and instruments which support reduction
in emissions as well as implementation of the Kyoto Protocol are in progress. National Forests
Holding 1s prepared to protect the climate and to play the key role in increasing absorption of
carbon dioxide by land-based eco-systems in Poland.

Fourth, National Forests apply nature stock-taking procedures as a basic tool for validation and
reasonable delimitation of the areas eligible for NATURA 2000. These works will help to eliminate
redundant protection plans and use forestry technologies in the implementation of applicable EU
Directives.

Fifth, and perhaps the most important 1ssue 1s the fact that, contrary to the forestry practice n
many European countries which benefit from subsidies, our State Forests are truly cost-effective.
As a self-financing business institution, National Forests Holding 1s not a budgetary unit and does
not debit the national accounts.

Furthermore, we have taken up essential challenges: we must legitimate and implement the Polish
forestry certification system; we must re-structure the National Program for Aforestation as well as
guide the implementation of this program towards the production of ecological corridors.

Mister Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Polish State Forests gives its full support to the contents of the documents adopted during the
5" Ministerial Conference on Forest Protection in Europe and hereby publicly declares that

applicable provisions will be given a due follow-up.

As a representative of the Polish forestry I would like to assure you that the Warsaw Declaration
as well as the Resolution concerning “Forests — Wood — Energy” will be given legal bases for
implementation in Poland; I hereby declare that some 3.5 mln m* wood mass will be available as
a source of renewable energy, and I hereby take the obligation to promote the wood as a substitute
for materials (such as e.g.: steel, concrete, synthetic plastics, etc.) production of which, enhances

climatic risks.

Water protection, a part of “Forest — Water” Resolution, 1s implemented in the State Forests
parallel to forest management plans by means of the programs which generate small water retention

systems.

You will have the opportunity to see actual results of our work at a field trip to Kozienice on the

third day of the Conference, to which you all are warmly invited.

Mister Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Protection and stabilisation of the climate together with prevention of water sources from drying-

up 1s of the utmost importance nowadays.

Polish National Forests Holding feels proud of the fact that it can take part in the regulation of

these critical problems of the day, even if it was a minor contribution.

“Darz Bér!” — as we say in Poland, which means “Let the forest reward you!”



STATEMENTS OF MULTI-STAKEHOLDER GROUPS

Private Forest Owners

Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF)

Committee of Agricultural Organisations
in the European Union (COPA)

European Landowners” Organisation (ELO)

Fédération Européene Des Communes
Forestieres (FECOF)

Union of Foresters of Southern Europe (USSE)

Mr. Stefan Schenker
President of CEPF

Forest owners - local partners for global action

Dear Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s an honour and pleasure to address you on behalf of the Major Group “forest owners”,
representing family forest owners, landowners and community forest owners. Taking a look at the
core message of our statement at the 4" Ministerial Conference we can still repeat: forest owners
are key partners in the implementation of sustainable forest management.

During the last 4 years renewable natural resources have moved into the political limelight. The
challenges we are facing in securing the sustainable development of the Worlds’ society are clearly
global — the solutions in addressing these challenges however are strongly linked to local and regional

action. The core slogan of AGENDA 21: Think globally, act locally has more relevance than ever.

Climate change policy, energy policy, water policy are but a few examples where forests and forestry
have a crucial role to play. We highly appreciate that the MCPFE with Warsaw Resolution 1 and 2
has taken the responsibility to guide the Pan-European discussion on the important inter-linkage

between forests, wood and energy, as well as forestry and water.

Europe has a long standing experience with sustainable forest management — however the changing
climate conditions and their consequences for the multifunctional management of forests pose
a new set of challenges to forest owners and managers.

The conditions for forest management are atfected by factors that are beyond the influence of forest
owners and managers with severe consequences for the long and medium term planning security.

Forests, forestry and the goods and services they provide to Europe’s society are continuously
being undervalued. It 1s about time for policy-makers to acknowledge the cross-disciplinary role of
forests and forestry, its goods and services 1n achieving sustainable development.

Allow me to briefly reflect on some of the key 1ssues in the ministerial declaration, the two resolutions
and the ministerial statements of this conference.

Major Group “Forest Owners”

Ministerial Declaration

We note with appreciation the acknowledgement of secure property and land tenure rights as
a prerequisite for sustainable forest management. Our experience in particular in the CEE' and
SEE? countries shows that without secure property and land tenure rights forest owners can not
be motivated to invest in sustainable forest management. The private forest ownership with 1ts
intergenerational and family values guarantees long term sustainable forest management including

the conservation of biodiversity.

The role, multiple benefits and potential of the forest and forestry sector and its contribution to
sustainable development are not enough known and acknowledged by the decision-makers outside
the sector. In order to open the eyes of society to the products and services offered by the forest
and forestry sector inter-sectoral communication and information, e.g. by the establishment of
platforms for cross-sectoral discussion and information exchange, need to be made a priority in
future forest policy strategies. It 1s imperative to provide simple and trustworthy information to the
consumer on the products and services from sustainable forest management, to communicate and
further develop its sustainability credentials and thereby allow consumers to make a sustainable
choice.

A continuous challenge 1s to ensure coherence and compatibility of different sectoral policies and
international processes with relevance for forest and forestry and the use of natural resources. Forest
owners and managers need a reliable, sound and consistent working environment to respond to the
needs and challenges set by society and governments in a dynamic and economically sustainable

way.

Forests, Wood and Energy

The focus on renewable energy sources has opened new market opportunities for forest owners
and managers in many European countries. Various initiatives have been taken by forest owners
and their partners to support and invest in decentralised energy supply systems to foster
self-sufficiency on local and regional level. The cooperation and collaboration between forest owners
and their cooperatives, forest entrepreneurs, industry, local authorities and other involved parties
are cornerstones to mobilise wood resources and establish an added value chain from the forest to
the market. Forest owner associations and cooperatives have a crucial role in developing these local

and regional energy networks.

It 1s worth to point out that European forests, in the majority privately owned, annually grow
574 Mio m? wood. Only 60% of the annual growth 1s harvested. At the same time, in the southern
regions of Europe, more than 10 Mio m? of forest biomass are generated each year from sustainable
forest management, receiving hardly any valorisation.

The disastrous forest fires in the last years, and in particular in summer 2007, have shown that
in southern Europe the support for energy from woody biomass has a wider importance than
only providing an element to a sustainable energy mix. It is an efficient tool for the long-term
conservation of the forest environment.

The political choice for the prevention of forest fires and therefore for the use of biomass 1s the
most decisive factor to decrease the risk of forest fires and guarantee the production of renewable

energy, in particular in southern Europe.

! CEE - Central and Eastern European Countries
2SEE — South Eastern European Countries

7|
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Forests and Water

The role of sustainable forest management for the quality and quantity of water resources has not
yet been adequately recognised. Likewise, the role of forest owners 1n securing this service has yet
to be acknowledged by policy makers. Giving economic incentives to forest owners will enable them
to deliver this service to the benefit of society.

Tomorrow’s society may have, in more general terms, even more diverging needs for the products
and services provided by forestry and produced by forest owners and managers. Thus the full value
of the variety of products has to be recognised. Forest owners need to be encouraged to develop
new markets, meeting the various demands whilst being enabled to draw full economic value from
the products and services they provide.

Ministerial Statement on the Pan-European Forest Week 2008

We welcome the decision to organise a Pan-European Forest Week. It 1s apparent that there 1s
a need to increase the visibility of the forestry sector and raise the awareness about its contribution
to mitigate global challenges such as climate change.

The work and achievements of forest owners and managers often remain invisible to the general
public. Nevertheless they have a key role — they are the ones who 1n their daily decisions put
sustainable forest management into practice, answering the call of society and at the same time
sustaining their livelithood.

We offer our cooperation to make the forest week a visible success and we encourage governments
to join their forces to raise the awareness on the forestry sector.

Ministerial Statement on Forest Fires

We would like to join the Ministers in expressing our sympathy and solidarity with all those that
have suffered from the impacts of the disastrous forest fires this summer. Many lives have been lost
and thousands of hectares of forests have been devoured by flames and turned into ashes.

Catastrophes like this are tempting governments to spend more money on ex-post measures such as
fire fighting. Experiences in the past have shown that this 1s not the solution in the long term. It 1s
far more sustainable and economical sensible to invest in the prevention of forest fires. Prevention
1s a silent ex-ante action not visible for the public but by all means more effective and efficient in
the medium and long term.

Dear Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Family forest owners, landowners and community forest owners will continue to engage in the
Pan-European Forest Dialogue for the benefits of our forests and the generations to come.

MAJOR GROUP “FOREST INDUSTRY"

European Confederation of Woodworking
Industries (CEl-Bois)

Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI)

Ms. Elisabet Salander Bjorklund

Executive Vice President of CEPI

Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Dear Colleagues,

Let me first thank Poland and the organisers of this Conference for giving the forest-based industries
the opportunity to express their views on the place, role and interaction of forests, forestry and the

forest-based industries and the importance of sustainable forest management in Europe today.

Today I am speaking on behalf of the entire forest-based industries in Europe, from the sawmilling
and panel sector to wood products and pulp and paper industries. Together, these industries
represent 2,5 millions of jobs and a turnover of 340 Billions Euro, thus contributing significantly to
well-being and growth in Europe.

The Warsaw Conference has rightly chosen to focus on two extremely topical and relevant issues for
forests and the forest-based industries today: energy and water. Indeed, there 1s a real momentum to
look into these issues at a time when climate change, land use and sustainable resource consumption
are very high on the political agenda.

Our raw material, wood, 1s at the very core of the ongoing political discussions, since it can also be
used as biomass for energy generation.

The current policy context 1s creating a favourable context for paying increased attention to wood
and its usage as biomass:

B Climate change, as aresult of afossile-fuel-based economy, requires quick, strong and
concerted efforts to keep global warming below 2° C and ideally stop it;

B Energy supply needs to be secured to sustain Europe’s growth and wealth.

This 1s, no doubt, positive for Europe’s forests and forest sector and must be recognised and
encouraged.

But this has to be put in the right context and accompanied with adequate policies and instruments.
Otherwise, negative impacts for Europe might be significant, if not irreversible!

Let me list some of these impacts that we can already foresee today:

B Competition between raw materials and biomass will lead to severe price increases (both for
agricultural commodities and wood, as we experienced over last summer), notably 1f renewable

energy developments are supported with inadequate or disproportionate subsidies;

B The overall sustainability — of forests management, of agriculture, of resource use — may be
at risk. No need to say that all the efforts of this process towards a more sustainable Europe
would be destroyed within a few months or years;

»|



STATEMENTS OF MULTI-STAKEHOLDER GROUPS

B Europe might export its ecological footprint by importing massively the feedstocks needed to

achieve 1ts ambitions in the field of energy;

B The competitiveness of the industries creating jobs and value from the use of raw materials
with a long-standing commitment towards sustainability would be threatened,

B Without strict resource efficiency requirements, available biomass stocks might be wasted 1n
the least efficient technologies to convert biomass into energy.

In that context, adequate land allocation, improved sustainable wood mobilisation — in particular
of forest and logging residues — proportionate support mechanisms and focus on a sustainable and
efficient use of resources will play a critical role in the near future.

We, as industries contributing to Europe’s welfare, growth and wealth, are grateful to you, Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates, Dear Colleagues, for giving our industries the consideration they deserve
by undersigning these Declaration and Resolutions. Our industries are already climate-friendly
since they deliver goods that store carbon as long as they are used, recovered and recycled. Moreover
wood products are a natural substitute to non-renewable materials, like steel, aluminium or plastics,
and have a much better carbon profile, whilst offering at least the same 1f not better technological
performances. And still, at the end of their life, wood products can be turned into biomass.

We would also like to make an offer to you in the implementation of your policies in the field of
renewable energy sources. Our industries are already today significant and efficient players in the
generation of clean energy. They have a long history and well-established expertise in raw materials
procurement and related logistics, and industries are increasingly using resources in a sustainable

and efficient way, including recovery and recycling operations.

We therefore offer you all that expertise and ask you to consider us as a key enabler to the development
of renewable energy in Europe. This 1s why we ask you, not to put our future at risk, but rather
to see to 1t that the future of renewable energies in Europe strongly and positively connected and

correlated to the sustainable future of our industry.

In the Declaration and Resolutions that have been undersigned today, we emphasise this need
for balance and welcome 1t, so that forests, forest industries and sustainable forest management

continue to develop harmoniously in Europe.

Thank you very much.

MAJOR GROUP “SOCIAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANISATIONS”

European Network of Forest Entrepreneurs (ENFE)
Building and Wood Workers’ International (BWI)
Union of European Foresters (UEF)

Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification
schemes (PEFC)

Mr. Edgar Kastenholz

Secretary Genaral of ENFE

Responsibility for Forests

This grouping of forest practitioners, professionals, contractors, forest workers and specialists on
forest management and certification who have been assigned under the Major Group “Social NGOs”
are delighted to be invited to present our views to the deliberations of the 5* MCPFE.

We share the concerns of the signatories of the Warsaw declaration that the conditions of life on
earth are threatened, and that today, and increasingly in the future, the sustainable use of natural

resources 1s an ongoing and increasingly important necessity.

The contribution of forests to the quality of life has many aspects. One 1s the role forests play as
a work place, providing employment and income. Thus, forests and the use of their resources and
services are an important factor in rural economies and a mainstay in the fabric of rural society.
This economic function was highlighted in the Vienna “Living Forest Summit”, where the mission

statement “Sustainable Forest Management needs a Sustainable Workforce” was emphasised.

Creating “forests for quality of life” 1s a goal which can only be achieved through the responsible
activities of those people engaged in management and forest operations. Therefore, whilst we wish
to use this opportunity to draw attention to the social dimension of forestry which 1s to protect and
ensure the multiple values and services forests offer to society, we wish equally to emphasis the role
tforestry plays as a source of employment and income, in particular the social role in contributing to
maintaining and strengthening local communities and providing sustainable employment in rural

areas.

Active Management of Renewable Resources by Public Procurement Policies

We firmly believe that there will be an increasing demand for wood both for industrial use and
energy 1n the future. Therefore we welcome the signatories” commitment to take effective measures
to increase the use of woody biomass for energy generation, taking into account the importance
of processing residues and recovered wood as renewable energy sources, and the signatories’

commitment to encourage partnerships aimed at the development of markets for bio-energy.

We will play our part in contributing to the mobilization of the wood needed to generate more value
to forests and forest products by making use of our practical knowledge of forest management,

harvesting techniques and logistics.

4
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We welcome the signatories ~ intention to further strengthen efforts to promote good governance
and forest law enforcement to combat 1llegal logging and related trade of forest products, inter alia
by cooperating on and promoting public procurement policies that demand timber and timber

products from legal and sustainable sources.

In order to support rural development and secure sustainable employment in fair markets, we urge
the signatories to the MCPFE to make use of and support the use of the MCPFE Criteria and
Indicators and the Pan-European Operational Level Guidelines (PEOLG) for Sustainable Forest
Management as the basis for both public and private procurement of timber based products, to
achieve a harmonized approach to procurement policies throughout Europe.

Human Resources Need Active Development

European foresters, forestry workers, contractors and their representative bodies, supported by
forestry certification systems, have a firm understanding of their responsibilities for sustainable forest
management and sustainable development. This relates to the protection of nature and environment
in their forest operations, including the protection of water quality, and also their awareness of the
importance of the use of renewable resources from forests. This however requires foresters, forestry
workers and contractors themselves to have opportunities for secure jobs and a satisfactory income

together with the opportunities to develop their careers and entrepreneurship.

However the reality of strong economic pressures in globalised markets, mean that these social

values are not universally guaranteed.

Therefore, the commitment to strengthen good governance and law enforcement 1s very important
because this will, together with the implementation of the MCPFE Criteria and Indicators supported
by voluntary forest and service certification, help combat the undermining of social standards;
improve health and safety and contribute to the development of human resources needed for

sustainable forest management.

Strengthen Employment

The forestry sector is in a competitive situation. We are highly concerned that income opportunities
in forestry are, in many cases, not competitive with other forms of employment. This can be seen
as a severe restraint to achieving the goals laid out in the Warsaw Declaration and the Resolutions.
Therefore, 1t 1s a crucial challenge for all actors 1n forestry, on both a political and a practical level,
to agree means to strengthen forest and forest sector related human resources and employment to
fulfil this commitment of the Warsaw declaration. For an optimisation of all aspects of modern,
multi-functional forestry, qualified forest personnel in sufficient numbers 1s crucial.

Education and Communication

Education and communication of the goals of sustainable management, water protection and
increased wood mobilisation are prerequisites to raise the qualification of foresters, workers and
contractors, and to affirm their commitment to contribute to these goals. We are pleased to
acknowledge that many commitments of the Warsaw Declaration and Resolutions aim at improving
communication and raising awareness. However, 1t 1s imperative that this message reaches all actors
in forest management and forest operations. To this end appropriate means need to be developed

and implemented both at a political and a practical level.

Foresters, workers, contractors and certifiers are entrusted with the responsibility for creating
Forests for Quality of Life so we will play our role as an essential bridge between the commitments

and demands from society and industry for development.

Major Group “Social Non-governmental Organisations”

The European Network of Forest Entrepreneurs, the International Federation of Building and Wood
Workers, the Union of European Foresters and the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification Schemes affirm that these umbrella organisations together with their members and
representative bodies will make every effort to support putting the commitments of the Signatories

of the Warsaw Declaration and Resolutions into reality towards Forests for Quality of Life.
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MAJOR GROUP “ENVIRONMENTAL
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS”

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)

International Greenpeace International

Mr. Martin Kaiser

Political Advisor on Forests Greenpeace International

Mr. Gerald Steindlegger

Manager Forest Programme WWF International

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Process — Achievements, Weaknesses and the Future

WWF and Greenpeace have been following the process as observers since it started in Strasbourg
in 1990.

WWF and Greenpeace welcome the achievements of the MCPFE. The process led to a better
understanding of the concept of Sustainable Forest Management, provided a platform for exchanging
experiences and enhancing regional co-operation. The four previous ministerial conferences
formulated meaningful commitments for the protection and sustainable management of forests
in Europe. We also acknowledge that some countries made significant efforts in implementing

previous commitments.

However, WWF and Greenpeace observe that many countries are delaying an appropriate
implementationona nationalleveloncriticalcommitmentssuchasoncombatingillegalharvestingand
relatedtrade (ViennaDeclaration (VD 20), establishmentofeffectivelymanaged protectedareas (VR 4,

HR 2) and the removal of incentives with a negative impact on forests and their biodiversity (VD 8)'.

WWF and Greenpeace urges ministers of countries, participating in the MCPPFE process to
evaluate whether critical commitments have been implemented sufficiently and to take concrete
actions to making these commitments meaningful reality.

The MCPFE process constantly moved away from the protection of forests expecting that
sustainable forest management (SFM) 1is the overarching solution for all problems of forests. WWF
and Greenpeace do not want to discredit the principle of SFM, but instead of bridging to other
sectors such as agriculture, energy, watershed and tourism and looking for substantial dialogue and

crosscutting solutions the pure concentration on SFM brought the process to a halt.

WWF and Greenpeace urge the MCPFE to better integrate conservation and environmentally
and socially responsible use of forests in other major land use policies and ask ministers to base

! ... promote incentives for the protection and sustainable management of forests, and remove incentives with a negative impact on forests
and their biodiversity, VD8.

... take effective measures to promote good governance and forest law enforcement, and to combat illegal harvesting of forest products
and related trade, and contribute to international efforts to this end, VD20.

... analyse and further develop protected forest networks, taking into account existing networks, in terms of their comprehensiveness, repre-
sentativeness and adequacy relative to forest types and the effectiveness of their management with regard to the conservation goal, VR4.
The Signatory States and the European Community will establish at national or regional levels a coherent ecological network of climax, pri-
mary and other special forests aimed at maintaining or re-establishing ecosystems that are representative or threatened, H2.6

Major Group “Environmental Non-governmental Organisations”

decisions on meaningful participatory landscape planning processes for balancing economic values

for society with the social and environmental benefits.

Forests, Climate Change and Energy — insufficiently addressed

European Forests are growing in terms of area and volume of timber. But many European forests
are under severe pressure of degradation and 1t 1s expected that the pressure will further increase
as a result of increasing industrial demand as well as climate change (IPCC 4" Assessment Report,
2007). Given the overall responsibility of governments? to mitigate climate change, the declaration
and resolutions presented at this conference do not adequately address the 1ssue.

European forests have the potential to serve many demands, however limitations exist. WWF
and Greenpeace note that the MCPFE so far failed to develop a holistic approach which would
balance the most efficient use of European forests for various traditional and emerging forest based
industries and the maintenance of environmental and social services. Climate change adaptation

strategies are addressed only marginally so far.

The Warsaw Resolution 1 “Forests, Wood and Energy” 1s not able to master the current debate
sufficiently. WWF and Greenpeace will only accept the recent call from the European Union and
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe regarding wood mobilisation, if a holistic
approach, maintaining socio-environmental services and biodiversity values, 1s guaranteed. Making
sure that European forests are diverse eco-systems 1s not a selfish interest of the “greens”, in fact
there 1s growing scientific evidence which proves that diverse forests will be more resilient to climate
change. Thus diverse European forests will not ensure just biodiversity conservation, but future

wood supplies and livelihoods.

European forests can play an important role in reducing emissions of greenhouse gases through
carbon storage and sequestration, as a source of climate beneficial raw material, replacing GHG
and energy intensive products such as steel, concrete, plastic and glass and as source of renewable
woody biomass used for energy production. However, the overall strategy should be holistic and not

purely focussing on increased wood mobilisation.

From an environmental perspective, there can be no justification for bio-energy that does not provide
positive gains in GHG and carbon life-cycle emissions over both conventional and unconventional
fuels AND that are not produced sustainably.

In order to achieve a wise use of forests within the MCPFE area, but also in order to give consideration
to all aspects of the debate — climate change, energy production, biodiversity, socio-environmental

services, global relevant aspects.
WWEF and Greenpeace are strongly are asking to:
B Change the title of the Resolution into “Forests, Climate Change and Energy”

B Guarantee a holistic approach by balancing economic (wood production, bio-fuels, etc.),
environmental (species and habitat protection, protected areas, etc.) and socio-environmental
values and benefits (climate change mitigation, drinking water, NTFP, etc.) of forests by
basing decisions on participatory landscape planning processes such as application of the
High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) concept and as proposed by Greenpeace the Intact
Forest Landscapes (IFL) concept;

2 50% of the GHG Emissions have to be cut by 2050 in order to keep climate change under the critical level of 2°C
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B Acknowledge the fact that forests can play an important role in GHG reduction primarily by
maintaining carbon stocks; and secondly by producing wood as a nature friendly raw material

and as a source for renewable energy;

B Support environmentally and socially produced wood and wood-derived products, credibly
certified, as a fully renewable raw material and as an environmentally-friendly substitute for
many non-renewable and energy-intensive products in buildings, infra-structural development
and consumer products;

B Acknowledge that the danger of climate change and global warming can be faced only through
a variety of ambitious measures and policies on a global scale, such as significant improvements
in energy efficiency, reduced consumption of energy and a drastic reduction of fossil fuel use
through substitution by low-carbon fuels and renewable energies;

B Acknowledge that the uncontrolled trade in bio-energy can lead to further deforestation and
degradation of forests in Europe and in particular in other regions of the world and therefore
to ensure that imports and domestic production of bio-energy are based on the principles and

criteria of SFM and on other existing tools ensuring environmental and social responsibility;

B Promote the adoption of a mandatory GHG certification scheme for all bio-energy and all bio-

fuels produced or consumed within the EU;

m Fully take into account the IPCC predictions regarding the impact of climate change on forests
and 1nitiate national, multi-stakeholder dialogues, processes and programmes regarding

adaptive management.

The potential for increased bio-energy production includes also new forest areas and in particular
short rotation coppice. We note, lamentably, that — due to the blocking positions of some countries
—the MCPFE has not been able to adopt the well advanced Pan-European guidelines for afforestation

and reforestation as drafted in Vienna in May this year.

Stop deforestation — WWF and Greenpeace invite the MCPFE to take more responsibility for the
world’s forests

Ladies and gentleman, the World 1s losing 13 million ha of forests annually (FAO 2005), 36 football
fields a minute. This has dramatic consequences for nature, for people and societies directly
depending on forests (it 1s estimated that some 1.6 billion people worldwide depend on forests for
their livelithoods, with 60 million indigenous people depending on forests for their subsistence) and

for the global threat of global warming.

Deforestation, including degradation 1s responsible for 20% of global greenhouse gas emissions.
After burning of o1l and coal which each contribute about 22-26% to global greenhouse emissions,

this 1s the third largest global source of climate pollution (IPCC, 4AR, forthcoming).

Without stopping deforestation, in tropical regions particularly, the World and Europe will fail to

stop worldwide threat number one: Global Warming.

WWF and Greenpeace ask European countries, as a major importer, consumer and processor of
products based on wood or based on processes which lead to major deforestation in other regions of
the world, to take effective action to reduce the alarming annual deforestation rates of the world’s

tropical forests.

Major Group “Environmental Non-governmental Organisations”

Dear Mnisters,

in the spirit of the Vienna Declaration (6)% and the Warsaw Declaration (in particular 28, 29, 31, 34,
36)*, WWF and Greenpeace welcome that you are committed to take more responsibility for the
protection and sustainable management of the world’s forests, hence we are asking you to be our
partners in tackling deforestation by supporting and implementing the following 8 Action Points:

B Developing cross-sectoral national action plans. Acknowledge that forest policy and 1n
particular SFM cannot tackle deforestation alone. Raise awareness within your governments
and start dialogues 1n order to develop cross-sectoral national action plans addressing how to
contribute to the global reduced deforestation objective;

B Inclusion of reduced emissions from deforestation and degradation (REDD) in the post
2012 successor agreement to the Kyoto protocol. Support that your country is recognizing
and supporting that reduced emissions from deforestation and degradation are recognized 1n
a way that 1s transparent, credible, scientifically-sound and appropriately compensated within
a post-2012 climate treaty. Engage in international political and financial climate-oriented fora,
to promote inclusion of REDD as a recognized, credible and compensated form of emissions
reductions. This includes tracking remote sensing capabilities, monitoring and measurement

mechanisms, environmental and social safeguards and carbon accounting;

B Emission reduction. Promote and ensure that all your other policies contribute to an overall
domestic emissions reduction of total greenhouse gas emissions by your country by at
least 30% by 2020 and by 80% by 2050 based on 1990 emission levels (UNFCCC, Annex 1

countries);

B Developing and implementing environmentally and socially responsible purchasing and

consumption policies for a) wood and paper products, b) bio-energy and ¢) food;

B Define responsible lending policies for key industry sectors and support financial institutions
that implement them;

m Supporting and developing international funding mechanisms and programmes for sustainable
financing of Protected Areas as committed within the CBD Programme of Work on Protected
Areas;

B Promote credible certification schemes, based, as proposed by Greenpeace, in a responsible
trading system for a) wood and paper products, b) bio-energy and c¢) other agricultural
commodities such as palm-o1l, soy and others;

m Combating 1illegal logging and related trade. Support the adoption of European legislation,
preventing the placement of timber and timber products derived from illegal sources on the
EU market, as a mechanism to complement and underpin Voluntary Partnership Agreements
and Voluntary Private Sector Schemes. Support actions under the FLEGT Action Plan and

3 Vienna Declaration (6): “we also recognize our role in confributing to the development of forest related commitments at global scale”
“Warsaw Declaration:
“28. further support and cooperate with countries undertaking forest sector reform, particularly those countries with economies in transition to
fully incorporate the principles of sustainable forest management in their forest sectors,
29. contribute to the achievement of the Four Global Objectives on Forests as well as the implementation of the Non-legally Binding Instru-
ment on All Types of Forests and the Multi-year Programme of Work of the United Nations Forum on Forests for 2007-2015,
31. support objectives and actions af the Pan-European level that enhance the regional contribution to the achievements of the Four Global
Obijectives on Forests agreed by the UNFF and other relevant global commitments,
34. contribute fo the implementation of the relevant programmes of work of the CBD through effectively implementing the MCPFE commit-
ments,
36. support Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) ministerial processes and enhance collaboration between the MCPFE and the
Europe and North Asia Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (ENA FLEG),”
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other initiatives including overseas development aid to producer countries to improve law
enforcement and regulatory capacity, develop legal verification systems, reform unworkable
laws and improve forest management practices.

Without a strong European will and meaningful actions the World and Europe will fail to stop the
dramatic loss of natural forests.

Conclusion

WWF and Greenpeace believe that the MCPFE process has come to a critical stage. Therefore we
ask all participating countries:

B What are the critical next steps you will take in order to implement previous commitments on
a national level?

B What do you think are critical initiatives for enhancing the cross-sectoral integration of the
MCPFE process with other relevant policy fora in order to face the increasing pressure on
forests?

B Do you agree with the 8 actions points for stopping deforestation and are you going to
implement them?

Excellencies, ladies and gentleman, WWF and Greenpeace will further work on the protection and
sustainable use of forests in Europe and abroad, however, we will have to reconsider our future
participation in the process. The future direction of the MCPFE will be decisive.

Thank you for your attention.

MAJOR GROUP “SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY”

European Forest Institute (EFI)
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)

Bioversity International International Union of Forest
Research Organizations (IUFRO)

United Nations University (UNU)

Mr. Risto Pdivinen

Director of EFI

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,

The Warsaw Declaration states that “effective measures should be taken to improve understanding
between policy makers, practitioners and the scientific community 1n order to better use scientific
knowledge and research results relevant to forests and the forest sector as a sound basis for decision
making”.

Furthermore, the need for science and specific research activities, namely 1n relation to bio-energy,
existing and potential wood resources and in understanding the forest and water interactions 1s
expressed in the two Warsaw Resolutions.

We, the scientific community of the MCPFE consisting of five institutions, the European Forest
Institute (EFI), the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), the Bioversity
International, the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) and the United
Nations University (UNU), representing large networks of scientists and experts in Europe as well

as on the global level, highly appreciate these clear commitments to research.

At the same time we are fully aware of the fact that the so called ‘science-policy interface’ 1s not
a sharp line but rather a continuous and collaborative process between social values and scientific
findings. Therefore, a continuous interaction between scientists and policy makers at all levels 1s
elementary for informed and hence more etfective decision making.

A study conducted by EFI in 2006 demonstrates the gap between the 1ssues in policy-making and
in research resources allocation. The study concludes that two thirds of MCPFE 1ssues mentioned
in the Resolutions of the previous Ministerial Conference in Vienna in 2003, would require socio-
economic and policy scientific information, but only 10% of the ongoing research capacities address
these 1ssues.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

One of the 1ssues that currently receive most political attention globally 1s climate change — and
scientists have played and still play a crucial role in bringing this topic on the political agenda. The
changing climate will also change European forests and the whole forest sector. As stated by the
IPCC 1n 1ts Fourth Assessment Report, alterations in disturbance regimes of forests due to fires
and pests can already be observed as an effect of temperature increases.

o |
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In the light of this global debate we also see an immediate demand for the MCPFE to act in
formulating effective adaptation strategies that reduce current risks and keep future management

options open.

In your report ‘The State of European Forests’, it becomes evident that our knowledge base 1s
limited mainly due to the insufficient indicators addressing impacts of climate change, and more

research and monitoring efforts are needed.

Furthermore, multidisciplinary analysis tools should be developed for assessing the impacts of the
changing environment on forests, and how forests can adapt to the new situation. Studies on impacts
of measures and policies mitigating climate change within the forest sector, but especially socio-
economic impacts, and involved potential risks, will play an essential role in creating a scientific

knowledge base for decision-makers.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are proud to say that our organisations have started to tackle all of the issues mentioned. To
provide a few examples: the impacts of climate change are an important field of research for all
five research partners of the MCPFE. Furthermore, Forests and Water Interactions are currently
studied by a IUFRO Task Force and the relation of forests and bio-energy 1s investigated through
an EFI-study. We look forward to sharing our findings with you and to strengthen our collaboration

in implementing our joint commitments towards research in this Conference.

We would also like to emphasise that the commitments expressed in the Warsaw Declaration
will further link the Pan-European work to global commitments. As you are aware, many of the
organisations represented in this scientific community also work on the global level. For example,
IUFRO as a member of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 1s leading an Initiative on Science
and Technology that supports the UNFF and other forest-related intergovernmental processes by
assessing available scientific information and by producing reports on forest-related 1ssues of high
political concern. The first assessment report of the Initiative will address adaptation of forests to

climate change, an 1ssue that 1s clearly emerging also in the Pan-European context.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Looking at the seventeen years of history of the MCPFE we believe that the MCPFE has always
benefited from the involvement of the scientific community. However, we also believe that a more
systematic integration of research input into this leading forest policy process in Europe would be
an advantage for the future development of the MCPFE.

Therefore, we suggest that the MCPFE considers the development of a research agenda related to
its future outlook and implementation needs which also leaves room for research on key emerging
1ssues. We further suggest that the available knowledge on policy-relevant issues be periodically
reviewed and that gaps between information needs and the allocation of the research efforts
could be jointly identified. Such an approach would result in policy-oriented research and a more
effective research agenda in support of the MCPFE and, therefore, would effectively implement the
commitments made in the Warsaw Declaration.

Through our collaboration, we are ready to contribute to the MCPFE process and its Work

Programme, e.g. in terms of facilitating platforms, organising task forces, targeted expert groups,

Major Group “Scientific Community”

seminars and conferences aiming at improving informed political decision making and support
policy implementation of the MCPFE commitments.

After all, we all share the same goal — the well-being of Europe’s society in the future.
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ALBANIA

Mr. Lufter Xhuvel

Minister of Environment, Forestry and Water Administration

Your Excellency Mr. President Kaczynski,
Your Excellency Mr. Riis-Johansen,

Your Excellency Mr. Szyszko,

Dear Ministers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all I would like to thank the Ministry of Environment of Poland and Ministry of Agriculture
and Food of Norway for organizing of such important event and at the same time I would like
to thank the Poland Government for hosting this conference in Warsaw. It 1s a pleasure for me
as the Minister of Environment, Forests and Water Administration of Albania to share with you
our standpoint on Sustainable Forest Management and also I would like to express my believe on
success and contribution of this conference.

Forests in Albania covers around 36% of the surface of the country and are considered as very
important 1ssue. Albanian Government 1s keen to realize the sustainable management of forests
and multifunctional forest resources through a set of reforms and policies envisaging 1ts political
objectives. These policies are supported on the principles of international organization and
conventions like United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), Convention on Biological Diversity

(CBD) and the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS).
Some of the strategic objectives for the development of the Forest sector in Albania are:
B Sustainable management of the forests
B Continuous conservation
B Rational exploitation
B Evaluation of the Forest ecosystems in conformity with national benefit.

The Forest Sector Development Strategy in Albania 1s based on the sustainable management
of forests and aims its integration with social economic development reforms and reduction of
poverty 1n rural areas. The strategy considers also the significant changes occurred 1n recent years
in Albania and echoes the need for a multifunctional evaluation of forests as source for renewable
energies supply, quality of water, mitigation of climate change, wood and biomass production and
key element of biodiversity and carbon cycle.

To achieve these objectives a special importance has been given to enhance the forest regulatory
legislation and its harmonization with other laws. We are working also to complete the legal framework
with laws and regulations for use of private and communal forests as well as moderation of the tax
and custom policies for the importation of wood materials. An important part of the legislative
reforms consists In approximating our existing legal framework on forests with EU legislation
supporting the process country integration and honoring obligations derived from international
conventions and agreements.
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Albania 1s working to protect the forests and to achieve their sustainable management through
diminishing the forest exploitation combined with rehabilitation and protection of forests and
forest land, land protection from the erosion and improvement of the quality and quantity of water
resources. The initiative “Pay for forest services” should apply tariffs on protection hydropower

watersheds, water resources, erosion control and combating the desertification.

This year, Albanialike most of the South European Eastern countries has suffered a difficult situation
caused by ravaged fires. Around 5 500 ha has been destroyed and huge surface of forests and
pasture land are affected by fires. This situation makes indispensable the increasing of investments
for the improvement of the infrastructure that supports tackling with ravage fires as well as need for

coordination of the national and regional addressing this destructive phenomena.

The Albanian Government 1s addressing illegal logging through poverty reduction in rural areas, law
enforcement, and acknowledgment of property rights on the forests, their transfer from the state

ownership to the communities and strengthening of the control to market of forest productions.

The rural and environmental degradation, poverty and damaging of the water resources 1s a serious
threat for the sustainable development of the forests. The Albanian government 1is trying to realize
1ts environmental objectives through initiatives that are based on an integrated set of synergies with
those of different sectors policies aiming the implementation of the sustainable forest management

as a an economic value that guarantee the economic development of the country.

The use of fire wood as the main source of energy for heating in rural areas has increased the
pressure over forests affecting seriously the management of this sector. The Albanian Government
1s aware that the sustainable management of forests 1s connected with the use of forest biomass as
renewable energy recourse. This objective 1s going to be realized through the process of transferring

the forest to the local community and with implementation of other programs aiming this process.

Concluding, I would like to express our gratitude to all the countries that has supported us during
the difficult situation created from the ravaged fires. On behalf of the Albanian Government I would
like to express my approval for all the documents that are presented in this conference and our full

commitment to implement the obligation deriving from them.

Thank youl

AUSTRIA

Mr. Gerhard Mannsberger

Director General of the Forestry Department
Head of the Policy Field Natural Hazards Protection in the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water Management

Mr. Co-Chair,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me start out with conveying the best wishes of the Austrian Federal Minister of Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment and Water Management, Mr. Josef Proll, who regrets not being able to

participate personally in this important event. He asked me to address this conference on his

behalf.

Mr. Co-Charir,

The Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests 1s after the Conference we had the
honour to host in Vienna in 2003 the next milestone in European forest policy cooperation. The
1ssues taken up at the Warsaw conference, namely ‘Forests, Wood and Energy’ and ‘Forests and
Water’, are well chosen, the documents prepared — the Warsaw Declaration and the 2 Warsaw
Resolutions — are ready for signature by the Ministers and the EU Commissioner.

However, we will not be judged by what we say and what we sign up to. We will be judged by what
we actually do and what we achieve.

At the first Pan-European Ministerial conference on forests in Strasbourg in 1990, alarming reports
on forest damages were 1n the centre of political concern throughout Europe. The threat of losing
forests and the benefits they provide at a rate not heard of before predominated people’s hearts and
minds.

Now, seventeen years later the Report of the State of Europe’s Forests, presented to this conference,

draws a way better picture:

B The amount of forests 1s constantly growing both in area and in quantity of wood produced

and there 1s a huge potential of using more of this renewable resource;

B The condition of forests has improved significantly since 1990 and forest management
practices promote greater biodiversity.

However, ‘Mission accomplished” would be the wrong conclusion.

Severe storm damages and vast areas lost each year to wild fires prove that Europe’s forests remain

vulnerable and need active protection and responsible management more then ever.

And, we have to do more to utilise our forests to the best of their rich potential, in order to respond
to challenges posed by climate change and the increasing demand for bio-energy.

5 |
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In Austria we have started our home work 1n this regard:

The Austrian Federal Forest Agency and Research Centre 1s working on a comprehensive study
to analyse the full potential of wood that can be mobilised realistically on a sustainable bases in
addition to the amount currently harvested in Austria’s forests. We need to better understand
the factors supporting or hindering wood mobilisation in order to develop effective strategies for

resolving the increasing discrepancy between wood supply and demand.

The Austrian government has decided to establish an agency and inter-ministerial platform for
prevention of natural hazards, an 1ssue which is essential for the safety of the population in a country
dominated by Alpine terrain on two thirds of 1ts land area. The new agency and inter-ministerial
platform will integrate a number of institutions and programs dealing mainly with forest and water

1ssues, 1n order to provide for better policy coordination and more effective implementation.

Mr. Co-Chair,

The Pan-European forest policy process called MCPFE has been a success story, unmatched
throughout the world. To keep 1t that way we need to look beyond Warsaw and should set strategic

priorities for the follow up already now.

In my view the following three areas are of priority nature and should be taken up right after the

conference:

B The Pan-European Guidelines for Afforestation and Reforestation in the Context of Climate
Change, which we — despite all good efforts — unfortunately failed to get ready for the Warsaw
Conference, should be finalised as soon as possible. And they should be strong, give a clear
message and make an 1mpact on climate change policies, which are now designed for the post

2012 period.

B The contribution of the Pan-European region to the United Nations Forum on Forests:
Its preparation begins at this Ministerial Conference, where we set the priorities for forest
policy in the region for the next coming years. It will be a task of the immediate follow up
of the Warsaw conference to translate the political commitments into concrete actions and
to establish a preparatory process that leads to substantial and coherent messages from this

region to the global forum by working together with all relevant partners.

With a view to the developments within the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the
upcoming COP9 of the Convention on Biological Diversity in May 2008 in Bonn 1t will be essential

to address the role of forests in the context of climate change and biodiversity.

B The MCPFE review, which we call for in the Warsaw Declaration, 1s set out to look into
all options on how to further strengthen forest policy in the Pan-European region. In my
view 1t should also analyse the potential of a European Convention on Forests. The possible
content for such a regional agreement 1s already there. The MCPFE outcomes of the last
seventeen years helped to harmonise the understanding on forest management in Europe.
However, the impact this rich source can make on policy and governance depends on the level

of commitment. We should try to do more about this.

Austria

Mr. Co-Chair,
Dear Colleagues,

We should not forget that innovation rather than routine has been the key of the MCPFE’s success
— Innovation in the sense of having the creativity to find new forms of cooperation and the courage

to make changes.

This was the spirit behind the Strasbourg conference in 1990, the first political conference on
forests at European scale ever.

This was the spirit behind creating and employing structures and modalities that allowed holding

four further political conferences.

This was the spirit behind establishing new formats of political commitments on forests, such as
declarations, resolutions, guidelines and ministerial statements.

We should therefore not restrict ourselves to what we have achieved already but push further for
even better solutions.

Mr. Co-Chaur,

Let me conclude by congratulating you and all the people behind the organisation of this great
event.

Let me also stress our confidence in the future Liaison Unit Oslo and the new GCC after Warsaw.

We are looking forward to working with you all.
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BELARUS

Mr. Piotr Semashko

Minister of Forestry

BkAaaa beaapycu B O6LeeBponenckum A€CHOMU npouecc

I'-n ITpencenarens, Bamu [TpeBocxonuTenbcTBa, faMbl 1 rocronal

Ot umenn I[lpaButensctBa Pecnybmuku Bemapych s xoTenm Obl BBIPAa3UTh HAIly HCKPEHHIOK
6J1aroapHOCTh OPTAHU3ATOPAM 3TOTO BHICOKOTO pOpyMa 3a MPUIJIAIIeHN e IPUHSTH B HEM y4acTue
U Ie/ipoe roCTeNpUUMCTBO. Bo MHOTOM CHMBOJIMYHO, 4TO 5-1 MuHMCTepcKast KOHpepeHIus 110
3amure necoB EBponbl mpoxoant B [Tosbie — cTpaHe, rie 3a60TIMBO COXPAHSIOTCS U Pa3BUBAIOTCS
riy6oKre TpaguLIMK PadyUuTebHOTO JIECONOIb30BAHMS.

C KaXXJbpIM TOZIOM BO3pacTaeT 3Ha4YeHUEe MEXIYHapOJHOTO COTPYJHUYECTBA B 0OJIACTHU JIECHOTO
XO03SIICTBA, poib U aBTOpUTeT O6IIEEeBPONEICKOro JeCHOTo Ipolecca. berapyck Takke BHOCHUT
CBOIf BKJIQJl B peaju3aluio IPUHIUIIOB YCTONYNBOTO YIIPABIEHU JIeCAMU U JIECOTIOJIb30BAHNS Ha
KOHTHHEHTe.

C ydeToM pesomonnii BeHckoii koH(bepeHIIUN B Hallleil CTpaHe aKTyalau3upoBaH JlecHOH KoJexc,
peanusyercs HOBas HanumoHanbHas necHas nporpaMmma. 3a MOCIeAHHUE MATh JIeT IUIOUIab JIECOB
yBennumiachk Ha 40 Teic.ra u cocrasuia 7,9 muH.ra (38% TeppUTOpUU CTPaHBbI), 3a11acC APEBECUHBI
B JlecaxX Bo3poc Ha 127,5 MitH.Ky0.M, a eXXeroaHbI 00beM HCIIOIb30BaHUS JPEBECHBIX PECYpPCOB —
noutrHa20%. JUHaAMUYHO pa3BUBAETCSI MEXKCEKTOPAIbHOE COTPYAHIYECTBO, IeCHas cepTuduKanus,
PeKpeallMOHHOE JIECOINOJIb30BaHMe, JIeCHOM MOHUTOPUHI. bojblioe BHHMMaHMe yhAenseTrcs
HOBBIIIEHUIO 3KOHOMUYECKO 93¢ PeKTUBHOCTHU UCIIOIB30BAHNUA JIECHBIX PECYPCOB, YCHIICHUIO POJIU
COLMAJIbHO-KYJIBTYPHBIX aCIIEKTOB B JIECOYIPABICHNUHN, PACIINPEHHIO CBA3eH ¢ OOIIeCTBEHHOCTBHIO.

Bosposkmena Tpaaunus nmpoBefeHus oOIeHannoHanbHOTrO JIHs yleca. B HpIHemHeM roay B HeM
TO0OPOBOJIBHO Y4aCTBOBAIM 35 THICAY YeJIOBEK, B TOM yuciie cBbime 10 TeicsY yyanuxcs us 6ornee,
geMm 700 IIKOJIBHBIX JECHUYECTB. BricaskeHO Goiiee 12 MUUIMOHOB JepeBbeB JIeCOOOPA3YIOMINX
BusoB. Hauunas ¢ 2008 roga, B cTpane OygeT exxerogHo npoBoautbes Henmens neca.

B mensx comeiicTBMs pelIeHUI0 MIOOANBHBIX 3KOJOTMYECKHX HpobieM secoBoasl bemapycn
y4acTBYIOT B ocyulecTBiIeHHM HalmoHanapHON cTpaTeruu U IUIaHA JEWCTBUN IO COXPaHEHUIO
U YCTOWYMBOMY HCIIOIB30BaHMIO OMOpa3HOOOpa3usi, BBINOJHEHUM MEpONpUATHI 1O 6opbbde
C OIIYCTBIHUBAaHUEM, peaTu3aluy nonoxxeHuit Knorckoro mpotoxosma; B oxpaHe Hanbosee IeHHBIX
JIECHBIX ¥ BOJTHO-OOJIOTHBIX IPUPOJHBIX KOMIUIEKCOB. bosiee moyioBUHBI j1ecOB (52%) BBIOIHAIOT
IPEeUMYIIeCTBEHHO IMPUPOJOOXpPaHHBIE (YHKINMM, IUIOMIAAb OCO00 OXpaHSIEeMBIX TeppPUTOPUN
B jlecHOM (onpe cocrasisger 1,4 muH.ra (16%). Craryc PaMcapckux TeppUTOpUNA MOIYydHIN
BOCeMb 00beKTOB obmIelt omaasio 280 Teic.ra. PazpabatsiBaercs [Iporpamma u miaH eicTBuii
IO aJlalTalluy JIECHOTO XO35MCTBAa K U3MEHEHMM KiIuMmara Ha nepuoj 1o 2050 roga.

[Tocne xaractpodrr Ha YepHoObUIbCKOVW ADC Hamm jgeca aKKyMyJHPOBAJIU 3HAYUTEIbHYIO
4acTh PaJMOAKTUBHBIX OCAKOB, IPEJOTBPATUB UX HIMPOKOE PaCIpOCTPaHEHHE [0 KOHTUHEHTY.
JlecoBoppl pemaroT BakHble AnA Bcell EBponbl 3amaum IO NpelOTBPAllleHUIO AalbHeNIen
MUTPALUU PAJUOHYKINIOB, PAJIUAIMOHHOMY KOHTPOJIIO 32 IPOJAYKIIMeEH jeca, OXpaHe, 3allUTe,
BOCIIPOM3BOJICTBY U peabMINTAIUH JIECOB Ha 3arpsA3HEHHBIX TEPPUTOPUSIX.

Belarus

Jleca benmapycu HaxopnsaTcs Ha Bojopasaese banrtuiickoro u YepHoMopckoro 6acceiftHOB U UMEIOT
Ba’KHOe cpejoo0pasyroniee M BOJOOXpaHHOEe 3HaUeHre BpernoHe. OHU UTPAIOT POJIbCBOEOOPA3ZHOTO
€CTeCTBEHHO-MUCTOPUYECKOTO pybeska MeXAy BOCTOYHOEBPONEHCKMMH OOpeaabHBIMHU JIeCaMu
U HeMOPaJIbHBIMU JIeCAMU 3aIllaJJHOEBPOIeNiCKOTO Tuma. biiarogapst 6oraTtoMy BUZOBOMY COCTaBY
abopureHHOU GIOPHI U PayHBI, IMMPOKOMY PA3HOOOPA3UIO JIECHBIX COOOIIECTB U 9KOCUCTEM OHHU
SBJISIIOTCSL YHUKAIBHON NMPUPOJHON J1abopaTopueil Mg U3ydeHUs 3BOJIOLMH JIECHOTO IOKPOBa
EBpomsl, 6mopasHoobpasusi, IPOAYKTUBHOCTH U YCTONYMBOCTH JIECOB, BOJHOTO U YIJIEPOTHOTO
0aaHCOB.

Mmess BBICOKMII TBOpPYECKUW MOTEHUMAJ HAyKW, MHOTOJIETHUN ONBIT OpPTaHU3AlUU
(dbyHIaMEeHTaTbHBIX U NPUKIAZHBIX JIECHBIX MCCIIeJOBAHUI, MBI 3aMHTEPECOBAHBI B PA3BUTUH
KOHTAaKTOB B 9TOH cdepe U ImpuriamaeM MeXXAyHapOJHble Hay4YHbIe IIEHTPBl K COTPYJHUYECTBY.
Kunciy akTyanpHBIX TPO6JIeM, Ipe/ICTaBIISIOIMNUX 00U MHTepeC, OTHOCUTCS MaCCOBOE YChIXaHMe
ey, siceHst ¥ 1y0a B jiecax, 60pbba ¢ IeCHbIMU OKapaMu, 00JIe3HIMU U HACEKOMBIMU-BPEIUTEISIMU
Jeca, MUHMMM3anus mnociencTBuii katactpodsr Ha YepHoObuibckoit ADC. [lepcrnekTuBHOIM
IpeACTABISAETCS TaKXKe peaau3alys COBMECTHBIX IPOEKTOB U IPOrpaMM B OOJIACTH MTOATOTOBKHU
KaZpoOB, JIECHOTO ¥ 3KOJOTMYECKOro IPOCBEILIEHHUs, 3KOTypU3Ma, OXOTHUYbErO XO3sICTBa,
OMO3HEepreTUKH, CBsA3ell ¢ OOIIEeCTBEHHOCTHIO.

BEHapbe TOTOBa BBICTYIIUTb B Ka4Y€CTBE€ OpraHU3aTOpa MemnyHapo,uHoﬁ KOH(I)epeHLII/II/I II0
BOIIpOCaM MPAKTUYIECCKOI'O MCIOJb30BaHUA HAYYHBIX pa3p360T0K B HMHTEpPECaAX yCTOfI‘IPIBOI‘O
JIECOYIIPABJIEHUA U JIECOIIOJIb30BAHUA.

MBI BBICOKO OIleHMBaeM KOHCTPYKTUBHYIO pojib OOIeeBpOIeiiCKOro JIECHOTO IMpolecca Kak
OJJHOTO W3 KJIIOUEBBIX MEXAaHU3MOB IOJAEPKKM M KOOPAMHAIMU OCYLIECTBJIIEHUS NPUHIUIOB
HEUCTOIIUTEbHOTO BeJIEHNS JIECHOTO XO3IICTBa Ha HAIMOHAJIBHOM, PETMOHAIBHOM U ITI00aTbHOM
ypoBHsx. CojeiicTBue BbIpaOOTKE HAa MEXAYHApPOJAHOM YpPOBHE COTJIACOBAHHBIX ITOAXOJ/IOB
U pelleHuil, paciupeHue BO3MOXKHOCTE! 0OMeHa OIBITOM, 3HAHUSIMU U TEXHOJIOTUSIMU — OY€Hb
aKTyaJbHas U 6IarOpOHAS MUCCHSL.

ITpencraBneHHBle IPOEKTH BapuiaBCcKOl AeKIapalMd M [ABYX PE3OJIOLUI CIy>XXaT BaXHBIM
BKJIAJIOM B OCYIIECTBJICHHE IJIOOAJIBHBIX IleJIell B OTHOIICHMHU JIeCOB. MBI pasgenseM HUX, TaK
’)Ke KaK M IVIaBHYIO 3aJjauyy MeXJIYHapOJHOTO MeXaHM3Ma IO JIeCaM — COJeHCTBUE COXPaHEHUIO
U palMOHAJIBHOMY MCIOJIb30BAHUIO BCEX BUJOB JIECOB; OTPa’X€HHME BaKHENIIEH POJIM JIECOB
B JOCTV>KEHUY IPU3HAHHBIX HA MEXXAYHAPOJHOM YPOBHE I1esiei B 00J1aCTU Pa3BUTHS U YKPeIUIeHHe
IUIsL 5TOTO HEOOXOAUMOM JOATOCPOYHON MOTUTUYECKOH BOIH.

YBakaemble maMbl U rocroja!

B o6mecTBeHHOM CO3HAHUY Cy/1b0a HAIlIe/ IMBYIM3ALIMY BCE TeCHEee CBA3bIBAETCS C CyIbO0I IeCHOTO
OKpoBa 3eMiIu. MOXXHO € YBEPEHHOCTBIO YTBEPIKJATh, UTO B HBIHEIIHEM CTOJIETUH POJIb JIECOB
B >KM3HM YeJI0BeueCcTBa Hen3MepumMo Bo3pacrert. JleBus Haieit Kondepenuuu «Jleca — s kauecTBa
KU3HM» OYEeHb TOYHO OTpa’kaeT 3Ty IIyOOKYIO CBsI3b U IPU3BIBAET BCEX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX
K KOHCTPYKTMBHOW COBMECTHOM AEATEIbHOCTHU. BbIpa)kaeM YBEpEHHOCTb B TOM, YTO PELIEHWUS,
NpUHATHIE B BapiiaBe, CTaHyT Ba’KHOW BeXOil B MHOTOTPAaHHON CO3uJaTeIbHON pabore IO
COXPaHEHUIO M YCTONYMBOMY YIIPaBJIEHUIO JIeCAMM, NPHUAAAYT IAMHAMUKY M HaIpPaBIE€HHOCTb
MeXX/TyHapOJTHOMY COTPYJHHYECTBY B 00JIACTH JIECHOTO XO3SHCTBA.

biarogapro 3a BHUMaHue!
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The Contribution of the Republic of Belarus to the Pan-European Process

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Belarus let me first express our sincere gratitude to
organizers for inviting to this high-level event and the generous hospitality. It 1s very symbolic, that
the Conference on the Protection of Forest in Europe takes place here in Poland — 1in the country,
where the deep-rooted traditions of rational forest exploitation are cherished and developed.

Every year there are growing in importance the international cooperation in forest sector, role and
authority of MCPFE process. Belarus also contributes to the implementation of sustainable forest
management on the continent.

On the basis of the Vienna Resolutions we have modified the Forest Code, the new National Forest
Program 1s being realized. During the last five years forest area enlarged by 40 thousand hectares
and 1s 7,9 million hectares (38% of the territory of the country), total timber stock in forests rose
by 127,5 mln m’ and annual volume of processing of wood resources — almost by 20%. There
are dynamically developing cross-sectoral cooperation, forest certification, recreational forest
exploitation, forest monitoring. The attention 1s paid to cost-effectiveness increase of utilization of

forest resources, social and cultural aspects of forest management, widening of public relations.

There was revived the tradition of the national Forest Day. This year 35 thousand volunteers took
part in the action, including over 10 thousand pupils from more than 700 school forestries. There
were planted over 12 million trees of forest formative species. Since 2008 the Forest Week will be
conducted every year in Belarus.

In an effort to promote tackling the global environmental 1ssues forestry specialists of Belarus take
part in realization of the National Strategy and the Plan of Actions on preservation and sound use
of biodiversity; 1n activities on combating desertification; in implementation of Kyoto Protocol;
in protection of the most valuable forest and wetland ecosystems. More than a half of forests
(52%) fulfill mainly environment protective functions, total area of specially protected territories 1s
1,4 million hectares (16%). Ten objects with total area of 280 thousand hectares have the status of
Ramsar sites. The Program and the Plan of Actions on adaptation of forestry to climate change up

to 2050 are being elaborated.

After the accident at Chernobyl nuclear power-station our forests accumulated considerable part of
radioactive fallout preventing its wide spread on the continent. Forestry specialists solve important
tor the whole Europe problems such as prevention of further radionuclide migration, radiation control

of forest products, forest protection, regeneration and rehabilitation on contaminated territories.

Forests of Belarus are situated at the watershed of the Baltic and the Black sea basins; they are
of great environmental and water-regulating importance. They are a kind of natural and historical
border between east-European boreal forests and nemoral forests of west-European type. Because
of reach species composition of local flora and fauna, wide variety of forest communities and
ecosystems they are unique nature laboratory for studying forest cover evolution, biodiversity,
forest productivity and sustainability, water and carbonic balances, consequences of the accident at
Chernobyl nuclear power-station.

Belarus

We have constructive scientific potential, long experience 1in organization of basic and applied
forest research, that 1s why we are interested in developing of contacts in this sphere and invite
international research centres to collaboration on 1ssues of joint interest. Among such issues
there are the mass drying of spruce, ash, oak, forest fire fighting, forest pest and diseases control,
minimization of the consequences of the accident at Chernobyl nuclear power-station. The joint
realization of projects and programs on manpower training, on forest and ecological education,

ecotourism, hunting management and public relations also seem very promising.

Belarus 1s ready to organize an international conference on practical use of R&D 1n the interests of
sustainable forest management and exploitation.

We appreciate the constructive role of Pan-European forest process as one of key pillars of promoting
and 1mplementation of principles of sustainable forestry on national, regional and global level.
Assistance 1n elaboration of coordinated approaches and decisions on international level, widening
of possibilities to exchange experiences, provide knowledge and technologies 1s a very important
and noble mission.

Submitted projects of Warsaw Declaration and 2 Resolutions contribute significantly to the
achievement of the global objectives on forests. We welcome them, as well as the main task of the
international arrangement on forests — promotion of preservation and sound use of all types of
forests; stressing the vital role of forests for achievement of internationally agreed development
goals and strengthening of necessary long-term policy.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Public awareness closely connects the fortune of our civilization with the faith of the Earth’s forest
cover. One can affirm with certainty, that in this century the role of forests in human being will
considerably increase. The motto of our conference “Forest for quality of life” reflects this profound
connection precisely and calls all stakeholders to constructive joint action. We express certainty that
decisions made in Warsaw will be an important milestone in the many-sided constructive labour on
preservation and sustainable forest management, give dynamics and direction to the international

cooperation in forestry sector.

Thank you for your attention.
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BELGIUM

Mr. Benoit Lutgen

Minister for Agriculture, Rural Affairs, the Environment and Tourism of the Walloon Region

Messieurs les coprésidents, Messieurs les Ministres, Chers collegues, Mesdames, Messieurs,

C’est au nom de la Belgique et de ses trois Régions, la Région wallonne, la Région flamande et la
Région de Bruxelles-Capitale, et des Ministres responsables des politiques forestieres qui y sont
menées, que J'al 'honneur et le plaisir de prendre la parole aujourd’hui.

J'évoquerai ic1 quelques positions, réalisations ou projets de mon pays, parfois plus spécifiquement
de la Région wallonne, dans les domaines liés aux grands themes de cette Conférence, et de maniere
plus globale en matiere de gestion durable de nos foréts.

Le développement durable constitue la pierre angulaire de toutes les politiques que nous devons
mener en la matiere.

En Région wallonne, j’al proposé une réforme de notre code forestier, lequel date de 1854.

Mon objectif est de renforcer la gestion durable de la forét en assurant la reconnaissance de son
caractere multifonctionnel: économique mais aussi environnemental et social. Le premier article
de ce nouveau code forestier reprendra in extenso les criteres de gestion durable adoptés lors des
conférences d'Helsinki et de Lisbonne.

Des foréts ouvertes et publiques

Nos foréts doivent tout d’abord rester ouvertes au public. C’est une condition sine qua non pour
sensibiliser la population a la sauvegarde de la biodiversité. Comment pourrions-nous apprendre

a un enfant a protéger ce patrimoine s’il n’a pas 'occasion de gofiter aux joies qu'il procure?

Pour qu’elle puisse conserver ce rdle social, encore faut-il préserver la forét contre toutes les
agressions qu’elle subit. Cela passe par une lutte sans merci contre les incivilités ou par une
limitation drastique de la circulation d’engins motorisés. Nos foréts n'ont jamais eu et n'auront
jamais pour vocation d’étre des circuits dédiés aux sports moteurs.

A coté de cette fonction sociale, le role économique de nos foréts est indissociable de sa fonction
environnementale. ]'en viens donc tout naturellement a I'un des themes majeurs qui nous occupe,
celui de la filiere bois-énergie.

Foréts et besoins en bois

Une étude a été récemment menée au niveau européen par Mac Kinsey a la demande des opérateurs
européens de pate a papier. Cette étude évalue la demande européenne de bois a environ 750 millions
de metres cubes en 2020. Actuellement, nos ressources sont évaluées a 540 millions de metres
cubes. Une étude similaire a été menée au niveau de la Région wallonne.

Dans le méme temps, nous nous sommes fixés comme objectif, au niveau européen, d’utiliser 20%

d’énergie renouvelable a I'horizon 2020 en vue de lutter contre le réchauffement climatique.

Belgium

Le réle de la forét dans le cycle du carbone est loin d’étre négligeable. En Région wallonne, on
a pu estimer que le stock de carbone dans notre biomasse forestiere correspond a plus de 7 fois
les émissions régionales annuelles de CO,. Ce stock s’accroit annuellement, par différence entre
I'accroissement de notre forét et son exploitation. Cela représente environ 3% de nos émissions

annuelles.

Plus de la moitié du bois prélevé est transformée en produits ou sous-produits a longue durée de vie,
comme la construction ou 'ameublement. Ceci contribue a accroitre le stock de carbone immobilisé
a long terme. En outre, la transformation de ces produits est moins colteuse en énergie que celle
des matériaux concurrents, ce qui a un effet démultiplicateur sur la diminution des émissions de
gaz a effet de serre. Par ailleurs, 'impact socio-économique de ce secteur est intense en emplois et
en valeur ajoutée. La promotion d'une utilisation accrue du bois dans la construction s’inscrit dans
cette philosophie.

Bois et énergie
La question qui nous occupe peut se résumer a la mesure de 'impact global de telle ou de telle

filiere en termes de lutte contre le réchauffement climatique, au regard également du développement

d’autres sources d’énergie renouvelables comme 'éolien, I'hydraulique ou le photovoltaique.

A l'échelle d'une région, l'utilisation énergétique du bois doit étre encouragée dans la mesure ou
elle est développée localement, sans transport sur de longues distances, et ou elle mobilise des

matieres qui offrent un meilleur bilan environnemental global.

Au niveau européen, nous devons développer des outils prospectifs qui nous permettent d’identifier
les ressources disponibles et de définir clairement nos besoins, tant en ce qui concerne 'utilisation
du bois en vue de sa transformation qu’en matiere de valorisation énergétique. C’est sur cette base

qu’il nous appartiendra de définir collectivement les efforts a accomplir pour atteindre nos objectifs.

En Flandre, le Parlement a récemment adopté une modification de la définition juridique du terme
«forét». Les plantations qui sont réservées a la production de bois, sur base de 'article 3, §2 point
4 du Décret forestier, sont considérées comme des foréts.

S1 toutefois 1l s’agit de plantations, par exemple de peuplier ou de saule, a tres courte rotation, de
2 a5 ans, et réservées a la production d’énergie, ou encore de plantations destinées a la production
de fibres pour le papier ou de biomasse, avec une révolution jusqu’a 8 ans, 1l n'est pas souhaitable
de les considérer comme des foréts. Ces plantations sont considérées comme relevant du secteur
agricole, ou d’ailleurs les méthodes de culture telles que 'arrosage ou la fumure sont courantes.

De cette fagon, un signal clair est donné au secteur agricole et aux investisseurs potentiels dans ce
type de cultures.

En Région wallonne, une étude relative au développement des taillis a courte rotation vient d’étre

lancée.

Des a présent, je plaide pour que nous nous engagions dans des objectifs ambitieux en termes
d’accroissement de notre capital «foréts». D’ic1 2020, nous devons accroitre d’au moins 10% nos

ressources nettes en bois.

Foréts et eau

La relation entre foréts et eau est évidente. Ainsi, les directives applicables aux foréts publiques
wallonnes ont intégré des mesures de protection des sols et de 'eau.
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Plus de 20% des surfaces de nos foréts publiques, dites a vocation prioritaire de protection de l'eau,
se volent appliquer des contraintes sylvicoles particulieres: limitation ou suppression du drainage
ou des coupes a blanc, préférence pour la futaie jardinée et mélangée, choix d’essences et de densité

des peuplements adaptés.

Ces mesures ont pour objectifs a la fois de préserver voire d’améliorer la qualité des eaux, et de

mieux réguler le cycle de 'eau en écrétant les épisodes de crues ou d’étiage.

En Flandre, dans le cadre de projets de restauration a grande échelle de rivieres, on travaille d'une
maniere intégrée, pour favoriser de fagon stire a la fois les fonctions économiques et écologiques de
ces cours d’eau.

Dans certaines zones déterminées, des bassins d'inondation controlée sont aménagés, qui offrent
des possibilités de développement futur de la nature et de rétablissement des foréts rivulaires
naturelles.

Pour ce qui est de la région bruxelloise, la forét joue un role important dans la protection des eaux
de surface et souterraines. En ce sens, son maintien et les techniques sylvicoles certifiées sont les

meilleures garanties pour assurer cette protection.

Foréts et climat

Durant les prochaines décennies, la forét sera au centre de nos préoccupations au regard des
changements climatiques. Tout d’abord, 1l importe de préparer nos foréts a s’adapter aux différentes
perturbations engendrées par 'augmentation globale des températures, I'alternance de périodes de

sécheresse et de pluviosités excessives et la diminution de la pluviosité en période de végétation.

Ensuite, 1l est largement établi qu’il faut utiliser au maximum la capacité des foréts a stocker du
carbone a long terme. Enfin, nos foréts sont susceptibles d’atténuer certains effets des changements
climatiques tels I'érosion et la perte de la biodiversité. Par conséquent, je viens de constituer un
groupe d’experts scientifiques multidisciplinaire chargé d'une part de faire le point sur ce dossier
et d’autre part de proposer un éventail de mesures opérationnelles adaptées a notre situation
régionale.

Dans ce cadre, la conservation des foréts et 'accroissement de leurs surfaces constituent des objectifs
primordiaux, principalement pour atteindre 'objectif de stopper I'érosion de la biodiversité d’ici

2010.

Foréts et services a la société

Par ailleurs, force est de constater que plus de 50% des services rendus par les foréts le sont
gratuitement, grace a des personnes privées. Ces dernieres doivent néanmoins s’acquitter de
certaines charges, comme le précompte immobilier ou les droits de succession en Région wallonne.
D’ou la plantation d’essences dont la rentabilité est assurée a court terme au détriment d’especes,
comme le chéne par exemple, qui arrivent a maturité apres 200 ans. D’ou la pratique de coupes a
blanc qui permettent d’assumer le paiement de droits de succession.

Pour faire face a ces effets pervers, nous devons faire preuve d’'un maximum d'inventivité afin
de valoriser financierement ces services qui profitent a 'ensemble de la collectivité. En Région
wallonne comme en Flandre, nous nous orientons par exemple vers une exonération des droits de

successlion.

Belgium

Messieurs les coprésidents, Messieurs les Ministres, chers collegues, Mesdames, Messieurs,

Les quelques réalisations présentées ici, loin d’étre exhaustives, illustrent les efforts accomplis et a

accomplir en Région wallonne et en Belgique en termes de développement durable.
Lapport du processus paneuropéen nous semble essentiel.

Il a constamment nourrt la réflexion en matiere de politique, permis des échanges d’expériences
dans de nombreux domaines et a largement contribué a 1'élaboration de méthodes d’évaluation
et d’outils de gestion. C’est pourquot le processus paneuropéen doit étre amplifié, ce qui justifie
pleinement la raison d’étre de cette conférence.

.
English version

Distinguished Co-Chairs, Ministers, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour and pleasure of taking the floor here today on behalf of Belgium and 1ts three
regions — the Walloon Region, Flemish Region, and Brussels-Capital Region — and the ministers

who are 1n charge of their forest policies.

I shall thus take this opportunity to run through some of the positions, achievements, and plans
of my country as a whole, sometimes more specifically in the Walloon Region, in the areas that
are linked to the major topics of this conference and, more generally speaking, to the sustainable

management of our forests.

Sustainable development 1s the cornerstone of all the policies that we must carry out with regard
to our forests.

For the Walloon Region, I have proposed a reform of our Forest Code, which dates back to 1854.

My objective 1s to reinforce the sustainable management of our forests by guaranteeing the
recognition of their multiple functions, which are environmental and social as well as economic.
The first article of this new Forest Code will include, 1n full, the sustainable forest management

criteria that were adopted at the Helsinki and Lisbon conferences.

Forests that are open to the public

Our forests must above all remain open to the public. This is a sine qua non for raising public
awareness of the need to safeguard biodiversity. How can we teach children to protect this patrimony

if they have no opportunity to taste the pleasures that it procures?

If the forest 1s to conserve this social role, it must be protected from all the attacks to which 1t 1s
exposed. This means fighting mercilessly against incivilities and drastically limiting the circulation
of motor vehicles. Our forests’ calling has never been and will never be that of racetracks devoted

to motor sports.

Besides this social function, our forests’ economic role is indissociable from their environmental
functions. This naturally brings me to one of the major topics at hand, that of the energy wood industry.

¢ |
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Forests and need for Timber

Europe’s paper pulpmill operators recently commissioned a Europe-wide study of the wood sector
by MacKinsey. This study set Europe’s demand for timber at some 750 million cubic metres in
2020. Today, our resources total some 540 million cubic metres. A similar study has been conducted
tfor the Walloon Region.

At the same time, Europe has set itself the target of generating 20 percent of its power from
renewables by 2020 in order to combat global warming.

The forest’s role in the carbon cycle 1s far from insignificant. In the Walloon Region, for example,
the carbon stores in our forest biomass are estimated to total more than seven times the region’s
annual carbon dioxide emissions. This stock 1s rising annually due to the difference between the
increment 1n our forest and the rate at which 1t 1s logged. This difference 1s currently equivalent to
about 3 percent of our annual carbon emissions.

More than half of the timber that is logged 1s turned into products or by-products with long life
cycle, such as buildings and furniture. This helps to increase the carbon stocks that are immobilised
for along time. What 1s more, processing these products requires less energy than competing
materials, thereby further decreasing our greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, this sector has
major socio-economic impacts on employment and value added. Promoting the use of wood 1n

construction 1s thus in line with this philosophy.

Wood and Energy

The 1ssue that concerns us can be summed up as measuring the overall impact of a given sector
of activity on combating global warming, in conjunction as well with the development of other
renewable energy sources such as wind power, waterpower, and photovoltaic cells.

The use of timber as an energy source must be encouraged on the regional scale, to the extent that
1t 1s developed locally, without long-distance transport, and uses materials that offer a better overall
environmental balance sheet.

For Europe as a whole we must develop forecasting tools that enable us to identify available
resources and determine our needs clearly. This concerns both the use of wood for processing as
well as for energy. We must work together to determine the efforts that we must make to achieve

our objectives on the basis of such givens.

The Flemish Regional Parliament recently adopted a modification of the legal definition of the term
“forest”. According to Article 3.2.4 in the Flemish Forest Decree, plantations that are reserved for

timber production are considered to be forests.

If, however, they are plantations of, say, poplars or willows with very short rotations of from two to
five years and reserved for energy production or plantations intended for the production of wood
fibres for paper or biomass with a cycle of up to 8 years, they should not be considered as forests.
Such plantations are considered to belong to the agricultural sector where, moreover, cropping

methods such as watering and fertilising are common.

In this way, Flanders’s lawmakers have given the agricultural sector and potential investors in this

type of crop a clear signal.

A study of the development of short-rotation coppices has just been launched in the Walloon Region.

Belgium

Let me plead here and now for us to commit ourselves to ambitious objectives 1n increasing
our forest capital. Between now and 2020 we must increase our net timber resources by at least
10 percent.

Forests and Water

The relationship between forests and water 1s obvious. So, the directives that apply to Wallonia’s

public forests have incorporated soil and water protection measures.

Special silvicultural constraints apply to more than 20 percent of our public forestland as “priority
water protection areas”. These constraints include limiting or eliminating drainage or clear cutting,
preferring mixed selection high forests, and choosing appropriate species and tree stand densities.
The aims of these measures are both to preserve, even improve, water quality, and to better regulate
the water cycle by mitigating episodes of high and low water.

In Flanders, integrated work 1s being done within large-scale river restoration projects to guarantee

that these watercourses’ economic and ecological functions are promoted.

In some specific areas, controlled flood basins are being set up so as to offer possibilities for the

future development of wildlife and re-establishment of their natural riparian forests.

Concerning the Brussels Region, the forest plays an important role in surface and groundwater
protection. That being so, maintaining the forest and using certified forestry practices are the best

guarantees of such protection.

Forests and Climate

The forest will be at the centre of our concerns regarding climate change for the next decades. First
of all, it 1s important to prepare our forests to adapt to the various stresses that will be spawned
by the rise in the mean temperatures, alternation of excessive periods of drought and rain, and

decreased rainfall during the vegetative growing season.

Next, 1t 1s widely established that our forests’ abilities to serve as long-term carbon sinks must
be exploited maximally. Finally, our forests are likely to be able to attenuate some etfects of
climate change, such as erosion and the loss of biodiversity. Consequently, I have just set up
a multidisciplinary group of scientific experts tasked with first taking stock of the situation and

then proposing a range of operational measures adapted to our regional situation.

Conserving our forests and increasing their areas are the main objectives of such a work, chiefly in
order to achieve the target of stopping the erosion of biodiversity by 2010.

Forests and Services for Society

On another front, we are forced to acknowledge that more than 50 percent of the services that our
forests provide are provided free of charge, through the actions of private individuals. The latter
must nevertheless pay certain fees and costs, such as property and inheritance taxes in the Walloon
Region. Hence the planting of species that yield short-term profits to the detriment of species such
as the oak, for example, that reach maturity after 200 years, and the practice of clear cutting to pay

inheritance taxes.

To cope with these perverse effects of fiscal policies, we must be highly inventive in order to attach
a financial value to these services, which benefit the population as a whole. In Wallonia as well as 1n

Flanders we are heading towards waiving inheritance taxes, for example.
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Co-Chairs, Ministers, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The few achievements that I have just outlined, although far from an exhaustive list, illustrate the
efforts that the Walloon Region in particular and Belgium as a whole have made and have yet to

make concerning sustainable development.
In our view, the inputs of the Pan-European process in this area are essential.

They have provided a steady stream of thought for policy development, allowed exchanges of
experiences In many areas, and contributed greatly to the development of evaluation methods and
management tools. That 1s why the Pan-European process must be stepped up. This fully justifies

this conference’s reason for being.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Statement on behalf of Mr. Slobodan Puhalac

Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations

Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ appreciate this opportunity to submit a written statement and I greatly regret that I could not
be with you in person. I congratulate the governments of Poland and Norway on their great effort
and outstanding organization of this Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in

Europe.
[ would briefly like to state several facts about forests and forestry in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH).

Forests cover 2.5 million ha or approximately 50% of total BiH territory, with Federation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina (FBiH) and Republic of Srpska (RS) having approximately the same share in the
total forest area. It was estimated to contribute some 4% to GDP in 2004 and 2005, with gross
output valued at 315 million € in 2004 and 339 million € 1n 2005. Per capita 0.74 ha of forest are
available putting BiH on the sixth place in Europe in terms of forest availability.

The geology, wide range of altitudes and BiH’s position between European and Mediterranean
climate systems together with the existing microclimates and soil types has created a rich mosaic
of biodiversity. Large areas of the otherwise in Europe almost eradicated virgin forest are situated
in BiH. Such beautiful, rich forest can be the basis for the development of different types of rural,
educational and alternative tourism.

Forestry 1s a very important sector of BiH’s economy not only with view to the future potential of
the forests as a tourist destination but more importantly 1n the field of wood and wood products
production. The highest increase rate of production (2005/04) 1s recorded by other wood products
and carpentry which indicates that product assortments are changing towards the production of
value added products. The production of semi-processed wood products decreased on the other
hand 1n 2006. The total growing stock volume of wood was 307 million m® (more than 50% of 1t 1is
broad leaf forest) in 2006. The annual gross increment was 7.9 million m* and the actual volume

harvested 7.2 million m?.

Eighty percent of forest lands in BiH are state-owned, covering 2.1 million hectares. FBiH reports
an additional 0.3 million hectares of forest land under private ownership, half of which is classified

as low (coppiced) forest. There are no readily available figures for private forest land in RS.

Statistics about growth, standing biomass/volume, annual allowable cut estimates and the like
are very suspect due to the lack of an updated, reliable forest inventory. The first national-level
inventory was conducted over 35 years ago. An implementation of the second state inventory of
forests in BiH 1s under way and 1t 1s expected to be finished by the first half of the year 2010. This

will be a basis for creating a forest policy.

In broad terms the standing volume of timber 1s estimated at more than 300 million m3, with an-
nual growth probably in the neighborhood of 10 million m?. The rate of annual tree volume remo-
vals from BiH forest lands range from 4 to 7 million m?; the officially reported figure for harvested
materials from state-owned lands in 2003 was 4.5 million m?. Illegal removal of forest biomass 1s
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a problem in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Most of this i1s probably in the form of logs that move across
the borders to Serbia, Montenegro and Croatia where higher prices for the raw materials are paid.
One recent estimate places the illegal volume of removals as between 0.3 and 2.2 percent of the
legal timber supply with an estimated value of € 8.3 to 16.6 million.

Overall responsibility for forestry in the FBiH 1s with the Ministry of Agriculture, Water Manage-
ment and Forestry (MAWTF), and in the RS with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water
Resources (MAFW). Within each of the two ministries a forestry department is headed by an Assi-
stant Minister. The owner of the forestry and forest lands 1s the FBiH and users of rights are the
10 cantonal forest companies; in the RS, the owner 1s Republic Srpska and the public company
Srpske Sume has the right on usage.

The Sector for Agriculture, Food, Forestry and Rural Development in the Ministry of Foreign Trade
and Economic Relations 1s responsible, at the state level, for coordination and harmonization of

activities 1n the area of forestry.

The Warsaw declaration, two resolutions and the ministerial statements from this conference are
the first documents within the MCPFE that BiH will sign. We are aware of the importance and sig-
nificance of this political initiative and 1t 1s our great pleasure to become 1nvolved 1n this process
which 1s active for full seventeen years.

I strongly believe that the cooperation between the Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Ministerial

Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe will strengthen 1n the years to come.

BULGARIA

Mr. Stefan Yurukov

Chairman of the State Forestry Agency

Dear Co-Chairmen, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all I would like to express gratitude to the Governments of Poland and Norway for the

excellent organization of the Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe.

Forusitis a great honor to be part of the Pan-European society that has prioritized the role of forests
and their sustainable management, oriented towards improvement of the quality of human life.

This long-lived process of partnership for the benefit of forest protection gave its input for the
development of other international processes too. Number of workshops, studies and meetings were
held in 1ts framework, and all of them contributed to the development of the co-operation in different
aspects of the forestry, not only on a regional, but on a global scale. Even with indirect participation
in these, Bulgaria followed very carefully all recommendations and guidelines. For Bulgaria 1t 1s
important the work in this direction to continue. We are proud with our accession to the European
Union, which brings us even closer and makes us to better understand the forest management
problems on a European level. We consider that although different, all countries members of the
MCPFE have the same goals and objectives related to sustainable forest management, that has its

economical, social and ecological features, and mostly, balance of these.

Balance for the benefit of the society and of the forests that play a vital role for the water conditions.
In this regard, Bulgaria welcomes the Ministerial Declaration and Resolution 2 “Forests and Water”,
considering very important this aspect of the forest management to be addressed. The water 1s
a basic condition for the existence of life in the water basins and on the land. And we, as responsible

persons on a national level have to protect together the blue and green wealth of this planet.

At this Conference and in the spirit of Resolution 1 “Forests, wood and energy”, during the following
years there will be also joint efforts for promotion the wood as a renewable energy resource, and for
searching of mnnovative methods and technologies to satisfy the demand of energy, which use and

production not to affect negatively the environment.

The Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe is an excellent model for
transborder regional co-operation and a tool for understanding, linkage and development of

international, regional and national forest policy processes.

We believe that the future work within the process will be as successful as ever, and will continue to
attract the attention of the society, as well as to support the protection and sustainable management
of our forests.

Last but not least, I would like to express gratitude to the team of the Liason Unit Warsaw, who did
their best for the process through the last four years.

Thank you for your attention!
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CROATIA

Mr. Herman Susnik

State Secretary Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management

Mister Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentleman,

First of all, I would like to thank the Ministry of Environment of Poland and to congratulate Warsaw
MCFPE Liaison Unit on avery appropriate hosting and managing this Pan-European Forest
protection process. Our Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry was participating in the process from
its very beginning; from first conference held in Strasbourg in 1990., till Vienna, at 2003. Now, on
this important Warsaw Summit, we believe that the process will continue to help the better future
of our European Forestry.

Dear Colleagues,

Right here, we have a historical chance, once again, point to our European society that European
forests and European forestry are not just a producer of raw wood and raw non-wood material, but
they are much more the environment service producer and significant contributor to our society’s
quality of life.

Mister Chairman,

Being a state secretary of a ministry of a country which has a long standing forestry tradition of
nearly 250 years, let me share with you our national standpoint. Thanks to 1ts specific history,
climate and geomorphology, Croatia has a great biological diversity concentrated on a relatively
small territory. On only 2.7 million hectares, that makes 48% of the total surface area of Croatia,
there are 260 indigenous wood species. Croatia has more than 95% of forests of natural structure,
regenerated by natural seed spreading. Taking no regard of numerous difficulties caused by harmful
emissions and global climate change, we are trying to insist on natural regeneration and natural
structure of our forests. Because of intensive urbanization and decrease in cultivation of agricultural
lands, we have noticed a widespread process of natural succession of vegetation occurring on that
land. We favor such process to artificial plantation establishment, wherever it 1s possible. We
learnt that such process 1s a very slow one, but also we learnt that it 1s a very sustainable and very
natural process. But what happened now? We became aware of rapid climate change and Croatia
ratified Kyoto protocol in this year. Croatian Foresters are not satisfied how Kyoto protocol treats
permanent increase of forest growing stock because, only 5% of 1t 1s allowed to be calculated for
CO, sequestration. In case that on another side, new afforested, non-natural tree plantations are
allowed to be fully calculated, we are forced to change our land use policy and start thinking of the
new 1nnovative forest afforestation programme.

Croatia

Distinguished Delegates,

We have managed to apply the principles of sustainable forest management, and at the same time
incorporating tradition into our forestry. Croatia has confirmed its commitment to sustainable
management of all our forests, time and time again, by signing and ratifying number of international
agreements related to forests. Because my country, on 5" UNFT session, has initiated 2011 year
to be the International Year on Forests, my delegation firmly support, suggested on this summit,
the “Pan-European Forest Week 2008”. We are looking forward yes indeed, but we believe that, for
the full success of the Pan-European 2008 forest campaign we need to integrate in 1t the UN agreed
2011" Year of Forests, also.

Thank you Mister Chairman.
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CYPRUS

Mr. Alexandros Christodoulou

Chief Conservator of Forests Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources
on behalf of

Mr. Photis Photiou

Minister of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great honour and pleasure for me to address this Conference on behalf of the Minister of
Agriculture Natural Resources and Environment, of the Republic of Cyprus, who regrets very much
for not being here himself, due to reasons beyond his will.

The Vienna Declaration begins with the statement that “The forests are a basis of life on Earth” and
that “By sustaining forests we sustain life. In this Conference, we shall go a step further because we
shall give emphasis to the role of forest in sustaining, improving and benefiting the Quality of Life.

The Warsaw Conference will stress all major contemporary global 1ssues relating to forests, 1ssues
which influence the life of people in Europe and all over the world. Forests can contribute in multiple
and significant ways to the very important 1ssues of climate change mitigation, sustainable energy

supply and the protection of water resources, for the general benefit of humanity.

During the 4™ Ministerial Conference in Vienna, Cyprus endorsed all Resolutions of MCPFE
Conferences and declared its dedication to the promotion of Sustainable Forest Management 1in
the 1sland.

To fulfill this objective, the Department of Forests of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Environment of the Republic of Cyprus has prepared and 1s currently implementing
a National Forest Programme. In addition, a set of Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest
Management has been formulated and adopted, based on the Pan-European Guidelines for Criteria
and Indicators.

Furthermore, on behalf of the Cyprus Government, which recognizes the negative consequences of
changing climatic conditions, the energy problem in general and the scarcity and quality of water,
I wish to assure you that we will do our utmost for the sustainability of forest resources, which play
a crucial role 1in the mitigation of these problems and the improvement of the quality of life.

As you know forest fires are creating several and difficult environmental, economical and social
problems 1n the whole Mediterranean area, including Cyprus and other European countries.
Therefore I am very grateful for the endorsement of the Ministerial Statement regarding forest
fires. We believe that these problems can only be faced successtfully, if our countries cooperate
closely, and proceed, 1f possible, with a regional or international agreement for the suppression of
forest fires.

In this direction, my government 1s ready to endorse the content of the Ministerial Declaration of
the Warsaw Conference, the Resolution on “Forest, Wood and Energy”, the Resolution on “Forests
and Water”, the Ministerial Statement on the Pan-European Forest Week 2008 and the Ministerial
Statement on Forest Fires.

Cyprus

Thank you Mr. Chairman once again and I would like to congratulate you for the excellent

organization of this Conference and for your hospitality.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Mr. Karel Turecek

Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture

Ladies and Gentleman,

First I would like to express my thanks to the organizers of this conference for the invitation to this

important meeting and for all the effort devoted to 1ts preparation.

As for the topic of first resolution of our conference, I would like to stress that we consider using
the biomass as a renewable energy source to be of great importance, even though this represents
only a small proportion in the total energy balance or on in renewable resources the Czech Republic.
The Czech Ministry of Agriculture 1s about to finish the Biomass Action Plan that comprises also
the status assessment and proposals for supporting the use of forest biomass as a renewable energy
source for the period from 2008 to 2010. The support of use of forest biomass 1s also stipulated by
the National Forest Program for the period from 2007 to 2013.

The following three aspects are considered to be important for the use of forest biomass:

B implementing an other commodity originating from production in course of the forest land
management that has not yet been officially traded; this will result in higher diversification of

forest owners’ income and 1n strengthening their economic level,

B meeting relevant obligations toward the EU and the targets of programs of the National

Energy Concept considering the use of renewable energy sources,
B contribution to the worldwide carbon balance.

The annual potential volume of forest biomass for energetic purposes 1s estimated to amount to
2 million m3. We would like to stress that our qualified estimates of the annual potential volume
of forest biomass available for energetic purposes calculate only with the biomass produced by
the category of commercial forests, and even though this category 1s further reduced by the area
of nutrient poor sites, 1.e. the estimates relate only to approx. 63% of the forest land in the Czech
Republic. At the same time we require that after the harvesting activities minimum of 20% of the
forest biomass remain on the stands. We consider this to be a reasonable compromise concerning
the use of the forest biomass, a compromise that respects ecological, economic and social demands
of the society.

In the future — on contrary to the present situation — we would like the comprehensive program of
use of forest biomass to be more oriented towards the forest owners and we would like to enforce
an equal support within the electricity and heat production. The adopted measures should result in
a decrease of the exports of this commodity and in an increase in the domestic use.

As for the second main topic of our meeting, 1t can be concluded that water, the most common
substance on the Earth, 1s absolutely essential for the life, and therefore also for the forests. And
vice versa, the sustainable forest management plays a key role in the water resources management.
Albeit the Czech Republic 1s not a country with numerous mountains, they still play an essential

role in 1ts hydrological cycle. Generally, multiple functions of forests situated in the mountains

Czech Republic

comprise such functions as conservation of biodiversity, protection against natural risks such as
avalanches, land slides, erosion, and last but not least the influence on the climate. Our mountains
form a barrier for the moving air mass, and they are the sites with higher precipitation. Declaring
more mountain regions as Protected Areas of Natural Water Accumulation will underline their

Importance 1n water management 1n our country.

We consider the integrated approach to the 1ssue of forests and water to be extremely significant,
an approach that emphasizes the fact that the care for forests and water and controlling their
reasonable management cannot be left only with foresters and water managers, but 1t 1s vital for
this 1ssue to be subject of serious interest of other entities, including politicians, local and national
administration. The experience with disastrous floods over the past years shows that 1t will be
necessary to learn again how to provide for landscape and how to respect the natural laws and

events, which include also the floods.

We consider 1t very important that the issue of forests and water became the subject of this
conference. Therefore, we would like to declare that the updated national forest program for the
Czech Republic shall fully reflect the commitments arising from the Forests and Water resolution
that are summarized concisely in the Declaration, mainly in the following wordings:

yensure that forests and their sustainable management play an active role in maintaining and enhancing water
quality and quantity and in mitigating natural hazards, such as floods, droughts, avalanches, land slides as well
as in combating soil erosion and desertification “(Article 14 of the Declaration),

yestablish coherence between policies on forest and water resources and coordinate sustainable forest management

and integrated water resources management “(Article 20 of the Declaration),

ydevelop and implement innovative tools for securing water-related services provided by forests, such as payments
for ecosystem services or other measures “(Article 21 of the Declaration).

Finally, I would like to express the hope that documents adopted by the Ministerial Conference will
contribute to further development of functions that forests and the forestry activities provide for

the human society, and I would like to wish our meeting to be successful in every respect.
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DENMARK

Mr. J. C. Briand Petersen

Forest Supervisor
Chief Consultant
Danish Forest and Nature Agency

Thank you Mr. Chairman, Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

As you may know the Danish Government has called for an election the 13™ this month.

The Danish Minister of Environment Mrs Conny Hedegaard could therefore not attend the
conference, and because of the coming election the Danish Government according to the usual
practice renounce political attitudes and manifestations. Denmark 1s therefore not at the moment

In a position to sign the documents of this conference.

As soon as a new government 1s formed, the papers of the conference will be forwarded for political
reconsideration.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen thank you for listening.

ESTONIA

Ms. Rita Annus

Deputy Minister
Ministry of Environment

Your Excellencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin with greetings to the Conference from Mr. Jaanus Tamkivi, the Estonian Minister of
Environment. Unfortunately, he was not able to participate due to the overlapping of important
meetings.

Allow me also to thank the organisers of the Conference for excellent preparations and arrangements
of this conference.

Coming to the topic of the conference, I would like to mention that covering more than a half of
the territory of Estonia, about 2.2 million hectares, forests constitute an extremely important and

integral part of our environment, economy, culture, traditions and history.

In Estonia, we have long traditions of sustainable and complex management of forests and forest
management planning. Only by balancing ecological, economical and social interests in forests we
can come to an agreement in the society on mutually acceptable principles. Today, sustainability
has become a concern of big interest groups in the society.

Estonia adopted the Act on Sustainable Development already in 1995. National agreement on the
implementation of principles of sustainable development in forest management was reached in
1997 when the Parliament approved the Estonian Forest Policy. A Forestry Development Plan until
2010 implementing the Forest Policy was adopted by the Government of the Republic in 2002.

Currently, we are drafting amendments to the Forest Act, as well as developing a strategic framework
for the new Forestry Development Programme for the next 10 year period. Starting from this early
stage all the interest groups are invited to participate in these processes in order to determine the

main directions of the forestry development goals and strategy for the next period.

In addition to drafting and implementing of the legal/regulatory instruments, serious work on
developing different information tools has been done to monitor and evaluate sustainable forest
management. Based on information collected during the inventories for forest management
planning, the national GIS based information system of forest resources — a National Register of
Forest Resources has been established. The Pan-European criteria and indicators have been used
for the development of this system.

In 2001 also a network of permanent sample plots for the National Forest Inventory was established
and forest resource assessment based on NFI was started providing already now a lot of information
for forestry related strategic planning.

After the completion of the privatisation process based on restitution, private forests comprise more
than half of the total forest area. State funded forest management planning, different extension
services and training courses for private forest owners and demonstration areas are focusing on new
opportunities and techniques for the production of goods and services from private, sustainably
managed forests.

|



STATEMENTS OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I believe, the declaration and resolutions submitted to the Conference express the Pan-European
agreement on the principles of sustainable forest management, reflect the topics relevant today and
deal with them in a well balanced way.

To a great extent the main topics of this Conference are of priority for forestry also in Estonia. To
increase the visibility of the forest sector in cross-sectoral discussions and thereby on energy, and

to strengthen the position of wood 1n energy, are extremely important also for us.

I hope the Fifth Pan-European Ministerial Conference will give an impetus for in further progress
1n sustainable forest management in Europe.

The Pan-European process has always been based on open negotiations and provides an example
of good cooperation. We have much to share and to learn from each other. I would like to thank
everyone who has participated in the negotiations for drafting the declaration and resolutions we
are going to discuss and approve here.

Thank you for your attention.

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

Ms. Hilkka Summa

Head of Unit “Bioenergy, biomass, forestry and climate change’
DG Agriculture and Rural Development

1

on behalf of

Ms. Mariann Fischer Boel

Member of the European Commission

Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great pleasure to address you in the historical city of Warsaw at this Fifth Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe.

Let me first express my congratulations to Poland and Norway for the excellent job they have done
in preparing this Ministerial Conference.

Through this regional process over the last 17 years the European countries and the European
Community have developed avery fruitful cooperation. The Ministerial Declarations and
Resolutions signed in the four previous conferences provide a coherent policy framework for the
protection and sustainable management of forests in Europe.

This Ministerial Conference 1s another important milestone. The Warsaw Declaration and
Resolutions reflect very well the challenges that the European forest sector 1s currently facing. It
rightly underlines the important contribution that the forest sector can make to the achievement
of major objectives, such as climate change mitigation, energy supply and protection of water
resources. Key to this 1s the cross-sectoral nature of forestry and further fostering of the coherence
and 1nterlinkages with policies that influence or are influenced by forestry.

In a European Union of 27 Member States, forests and other wooded land account for more
than 40% of the land area, providing a source of income for millions of forest owners, workers
and entrepreneurs, and contributing significantly to economic development, employment and
prosperity, especially 1n rural areas.

Forests are also important for the fulfilment of the EU’s environmental objectives and related
international commitments, particularly with regard to preserving biodiversity, mitigating climate
change, preserving water resources and combating erosion and desertification. Forests contribute
to our quality of life and the social and cultural dimensions of forests are increasingly appreciated
by our society.

The European Community has adopted last year a Forest Action Plan 2007-2011. Building on the
EU Forestry Strategy, this Plan lists key actions to be implemented jointly by the Commission and
the Member States. The overall objectives of the Action Plan are to:

B 1mprove long-term competitiveness,
B 1mprove and protect the environment,
B contribute to the quality of life, and

B foster coordination and communication.
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The Action Plan seeks synergies with other Community policies, in particular concerning rural
development, industry, research, climate change, energy, biodiversity and the EU’s initiative on
Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT).

Dealing with climate change and assuring security of energy supply are among the key challenges
that Europe needs to address in the coming decades. It 1s crucial not only to avoid dangerous
climate change impacts, but also to safeguard our prosperity and competitiveness in a future low
carbon economy. The EU has decided on an integrated energy and climate policy, aiming at a 20%
objective of energy savings, a 20% share of renewable energy by 2020 and at least 20% reduction
of greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2020. In this context, we need to make the best use of the
contribution of forests and forest products in the mitigation of climate change and to promote the
adaptation of forests to a changing climate.

We also need to enhance international cooperation in order to help reduce GHG emissions resulting

from deforestation, particularly in poor developing countries which are most vulnerable to climate
change, by promoting forest protection, while preserving livelthoods and ecosystems depending on
forests.

Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The European Community 1s fully committed to the efforts for the protection and sustainable
management of forests. We welcome the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests
and the Multi-Year Programme of Work adopted at the 7™ Session of the UN Forum of Forests. We
also look forward to strengthening cooperation between global and regional processes, as well as to
continuing our efforts to promote good governance and forest law enforcement to combat 1llegal
logging and related trade of forest products. Within the European Community, we are promoting
the use of wood from legal and sustainable sources, in particular through the development of public
procurement policies for forest products.

All these aspects are well reflected in the Warsaw Declaration.

The Warsaw Resolution on wood and energy rightly points out the potential of forests in climate
change mitigation, in enhancing energy security and in providing job opportunities in rural areas.
Within the EU Forest Action Plan, we are working on further development of the use of forest
biomass 1n energy generation, in line with the EU policy on renewable energy. Increased energy
use of forest biomass needs to be based on the principles of sustainable forest management, with
particular attention to appropriate mobilisation of forest resources as well as to raw material needs
of forest-based industries. Increasing research and technological development efforts in this area
will be crucial in the long term. The Warsaw Resolution on Forest, Wood and Energy proposes
a coherent framework of actions 1n this area

The European Community also notes with satisfaction that an important number of elements
of 1ts existing policies on water are reflected in the Warsaw Resolution on Forests and Water. We
particularly appreciate the attention given to water quality and quantity, the valuation of water
as a forest ecosystem service as well as the importance of the watershed perspective in forest
management, including at the transboundary level.

European Community

Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

communicating with the civil society about the benefits of sustainable forest management 1s very
important. Therefore, the organisation of a Pan-European Forest Week next year 1s a step in the
right direction. We believe that giving forests and the forest sector their much needed visibility and
raising awareness about their important economic, environmental and social functions will require

continued and enhanced efforts.

Finally, I want to mention that we are fully aware and deeply concerned about the problem of
forest fires and their catastrophic effects. We acknowledge the urgent need for efficient protection
measures and reaction capabilities at all levels.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In conclusion, I want to express my strong beliet that this Fifth Ministerial Conference 1s an
important step forward in the forest policy dialogue in Europe. I believe that the future MCPFE
work programme will enable forests and forestry to continue their contribution to tackling the

emerging 1ssues that challenge our societies.

Thank you for your attention.
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FINLAND

Ms. Sirkka-Liisa Anttila

Minister of Agriculture and Forestry

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great pleasure and honour to be here today with you all, distinguished representatives from

Europe and all over the world.

Ministerial Conferences as an important contributor to sustainable forest management

These Ministerial Conferences have been a remarkable success in expressing the feelings and
desires of European citizens to take good care of our forests. And what 1s even more important,
these feelings have been translated into actions: In all European countries forest policies have been

transformed to reflect new values of sustainable forest management.

It has become a tradition that the Ministerial Conferences and their follow-up work have two roles.
On the one hand, we translate the global forest commitments into Pan-European action. An example
1s the regional contribution to the work of the United Nations Forum on Forests. On the other
hand, the Ministerial Conferences provide a forum to advance and secure the state of European
forests by looking at specific European challenges. One example 1s the European discussion on the
need to increase the use of bioenergy and to better recognise the interlinkages between water and
forests. However, in the future we need to strengthen our European collaboration and coordination

on forest-related issues.

Consumption of wood based energy

Warsaw Resolution 1 — Forests, Wood and Energy, 1s of utmost importance. Let me give you some
background information from Finland. The use of bioenergy has grown steadily in Finland. In 2006
the share of wood-based energy of our total energy consumption was about 20 per cent. In Finland,

the largest producer of wood-based energy are the forest industries.

Wood-based energy, together with other sources of bioenergy, has a significant role in the economies
of rural areas in Finland as they provide opportunities for employment. This 1s very important for
us, because we are constantly looking for possibilities for the diversification of economic activities
in the rural areas. Wood-based energy will also have an increasingly important role in mitigating

climate change in the future.

However, there are certain challenges in regard to the increased use of wood-based energy. One
challenge 1s to steer the development towards a controlled balance between energy and industrial
wood uses. We believe that the forest resources potential in Europe provides a good basis for both
industrial and energy use. Another very important issue 1s the further improvement of the knowledge
base needed to better design the policies targeted at increased consumption of wood-based energy.
This requires innovation, research and development. More research 1s also needed on the effects of
increased use of forest energy on the development of forests as well as the environmental impacts,
including nutrition balance and biodiversity. Our suggestion 1s that in the future we work together
to improve the consistency and compatibility of information and data on wood-based energy and
other bioenergy, including the statistics, on both the supply and demand side.

Finland

Sustainable forest management at the global level

The UNFF 7 — meeting in New York last April was very successful. The negotiators were able to come
home with an agreement on a non-legally binding instrument as well as with a new programme of
work for the UNFF for 2015. We would like to acknowledge, once more, this significant achievement
in the area of international forest cooperation, and we look forward to deliberations at the UN
General Assembly. We have a lot of work ahead of us between now and 2015, when we will decide

how to continue with global forest cooperation.

The Warsaw declaration, which will be signed in this Conference, gives us excellent guidelines on
how to start implementing the results of the UNFF at the European level. We have to take concrete
steps 1n the near future to promote the implementation of the non-legally binding instrument on
forests.

As we all know, we are discovering more and more interdependencies between the different factors
in nature and 1in economics. Environmental agreements are an example of these interdependencies,
and 1t 1s very important that we recognise these links and especially the synergies between different
environmental processes and agreements such as the UNFE Framework Convention on Climate
Change and Convention on Biological Diversity. In this connection we would like to express the
willingness of Finland to organize a Pan-European meeting on forests in the changing environment
in 2008, as a regional contribution to the UNFE

Future of MCPFE

The success of the Ministerial Conferences on the Protection on Forests in Europe 1s based on the
courage to address challenging and sometimes difficult topics. Examples of these are the threat of air
pollution, criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management, and the European definition of
sustainable forest management. Here, I would like to take the opportunity to highlight the work we
have carried out in Finland. We have just finalised the assessment of the “State of Finland’s Forests
2007 based on the Pan-European Criteria and Indicators for sustainable forest management.

We feel that, in addition to courage, another important contributor to the success of the MCPFE
process 1s the wide participation of stakeholders and institutions as well as the cross-sectoral
cooperation. We emphasise the need to continue to work together, also in the future, with the

European Ministers for the Environment.

We are most satisfied that we introduced in this Conference the 1ssues related to water and forest.
We hope that the MCPFE process will continue along these same lines in the future as well. We
also need to address the new challenges jointly, such as strengthening the risk assessment and
monitoring of pests and diseases due to the changing climate.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As a conclusion, [ want to express my strong belief that this Conference in Warsaw 1s an important
step forward 1n the forest dialogue in Europe and in the whole world. I want to thank sincerely
our Polish hosts, the secretariat and all of you for preparing and organising the Fifth Ministerial
Conference 1n such an exemplary fashion. And we will be prepared to give our support to Norway

in their demanding tasks in the future.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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FRANCE

Mr. Alain Moulinier

Director General for Forests and Rural Affairs
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

Monsieur le Président, Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs les Ministres, Chers Collegues,

A mon tour, je souhaiterais affirmer combien la France se réjouit de participer aux travaux de cette
cinquieme conférence ministérielle, 1c1 a Varsovie. Je dois malheureusement vous présenter les
excuses de Michel Barnier, ministre de I'agriculture et de la péche, qui est retenu a Budapest pour

une importante réunion avec le premier ministre hongrois.

Vous savez qu’avec la Finlande, la France a été a I'initiative de ce processus en 1989 et que la premiere
conférence ministérielle a eu lieu en 1990 a Strasbourg. Le contexte politique et économique était
différent. Le contexte forestier aussi et nous étions plus inquiets a cette époque des pluies acides
que des conséquences du changement climatique.

Les décisions des quatre conférences précédentes sont pleinement opérationnelles et nous les
mettons en ceuvre dans nos pays. Vous avez pu voir qu’en 2006 la France avait adopté son programme
forestier national et publié les indicateurs de gestion durable de ses foréts, conformément aux

décisions que nous avions prises a Vienne en 2003.

Depuis 17 ans notre processus a su s’adapter, évoluer. Notre collaboration avec la Commission
Européenne des Foréts de la FAO, avec le Comité du Bois et avec les autres processus paneuropéens

est exemplaire et peut servir d’exemple pour d’autres régions du monde.

Monsieur le Président,

Les textes que notre conférence doit adopter et que nous allons signer demain sont particulierement
importants et tout a fait pertinents.

La Déclaration de Varsovie rappelle que, je cite: «les conditions de vie sur notre planéte sont
menacées et demandent une action immédiate». Gérer durablement les ressources naturelles de la
terre est un défi pour nous tous, gouvernements et société civile. Les foréts européennes, on ne le
répetera jamais assez, peuvent contribuer a l'atténuation du changement climatique. Nous avons
donc décidé que le volet forestier de notre future présidence de I'Union européenne serait placé
sous ce theme général. Et la France est tout a fait préte a contribuer a une action de coopération

sclentifique et technique au niveau européen sur ce sujet.

La premiere Résolution de Varsovie a pour objet «foréts, bois et énergie». Cette question,
au croisement de nos politiques de lutte contre le changement climatique et de nos politiques
d'indépendance énergétique, nous interpelle tous.

En France, le bois est de loin la premiére énergie renouvelable. Face au fort accroissement de la
demande et au risque de concurrence, pour la méme matiere premiere, entre secteurs utilisateurs,
la nécessité d'une mobilisation accrue du bois est clairement établie. Bien sir, cette mobilisation
doit s’inscrire dans le cadre d'une gestion durable des foréts respectueuse de la biodiversité, des
sols et des ressources en eau.

France

J'estime que la valorisation du bois d’ceuvre doit étre une priorité car elle induit des volumes
importants de sous-produits de l'exploitation et de la premiere transformation, utilisables pour
'énergie. Vous avez entendu parler du «Grenelle de I'environnement» qui vient de se tenir en France
pour conforter notre politique de développement durable: dans ce cadre, un plan national en faveur

du bois et un plan de mobilisation de la biomasse vont étre préparés.

Mais nous devons tous rester vigilants et veiller a ce que le «mix» énergétique, dans lequel la

biomasse, et en particulier la biomasse forestiere, va jouer un role essentiel, reste équilibré.

La seconde Résolution de Varsovie, quant a elle, a pour objet «foréts et eau». La question de la
rémunération des services environnementaux sera I'un des points en débat lors des Assises de la
Forét qui seront lancées en France a la fin de I'année. C’est aussi le sujet d'un des groupes de travail

mis en place dans le cadre du plan d’action de I'Union européenne en faveur des foréts.

Sur cette question, notre ministere soutient les efforts de développement de la connaissance:
une des priorités du plan d’action foréts de notre stratégie nationale pour la biodiversité est le
développement des analyses économiques sur le paiement des services rendus par la forét. Nos
agences de I'eau apportent déja des premiers éléments de rémunération des services rendus par la
forét.

Nous attachons aussi une grande importance aux démarches territoriales. Nous avons mis en place
des chartes forestiéres de territoire qui permettent une concertation entre acteurs des territoires
autour de la forét et favorisent la mise en place de contrats locaux de rémunération des services

environnementaux.

Quatriemement, la semaine paneuropéenne des foréts 2008 fait I'objet d'une déclaration séparée. La
France est particulierement attachée au succes de cette manifestation. J'al rappelé notre excellente
collaboration avec la Commission Européenne des Foréts et avec le Comité du Bois. En 2008 nous
avons une occasion unique de préparer des programmes de travail cohérents. Et nous devrons
préparer, ensemble, une contribution de I'Europe aux prochaines sessions du Forum des Nations
Unies sur les Foréts et du Comité des Foréts de la FAO. Je remercie vivement la ministre finlandaise

qui vient de nous faire une proposition en ce sens.

Enfin, nous adopterons demain une déclaration de soutien aux pays touchés par les incendies de
foréts. Cette question nous tient particulierement a coeur et notre ministre s’est rendu en Grece 1l

y a un mois pour montrer la solidarité de la France et renforcer les stratégies de coopération.

Monsieur le Président, Mesdames et Messieurs les Ministres,

Au moment de conclure, je voudrais saluer le réle déterminant joué par I'unité de liaison pour
animer et faire vivre au quotidien notre processus forestier paneuropéen. Je voudrais remercier la
Pologne pour son travail de préparation depuis quatre ans et pour la chaleur de son accueil, dans
cette belle ville de Varsovie.

Je voudrais aussi remercier la Norvege d’avoir accepté de prendre le relais et me réjouis de cette
occasion de renforcer nos liens avec ce grand pays forestier.

Je vous remercie de votre attention.
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English version

Mister Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen Ministers, Dear Colleagues,

In my turn, I would like to state how much France 1s delighted to take part in the work of this
Fifth Ministerial Conference, here in Warsaw. I have unfortunately to present you the apologies of
Michel Barnier, Minister for agriculture and fisheries, who 1s detained in Budapest for an important
meeting with the Hungarian Prime Minister.

You know that with Finland, France was on the initiative of this process in 1989 and that the first
ministerial conference took place in 1990 1n Strasbourg. The political and economic context was
different. The forestry context also and we were more anxious at that time of the acid rain than of
the implications of climate change.

The decisions of the four previous conferences are fully operational and we implement them in
our countries. You could see that in 2006 France had adopted 1its national forest program and had
published the sustainable management indicators of its forests, in accordance with the decisions
that we had taken in Vienna in 2003.

For 17 years our process could adapt, develop. Our collaboration with the European Forestry
Commission from FAO, with the Timber Committee and with the other Pan-European processes 1s
exemplary and can serve as an example for other regions of the world.

Mister Chairman,

The texts that our conference has to adopt and that we will sign tomorrow are particularly important
and fully relevant.

The Warsaw Declaration recalls that, I quote: “conditions of life on our planet are threatened and
call for immediate action”. Managing sustainably the natural resources of the ground 1s a challenge
for us all, governments and civil society. The European forests, we’ ll never repeat 1t enough, can
contribute to the mitigation of climate change. We therefore decided that the forestry part of our
tuture presidency of the European Union would be placed under this general topic. And France 1s
completely ready to contribute to a scientific and technical co-operation project at European level
on this subject.

The first Warsaw Resolution deals with “forests, wood and energy”. This question, to the crossing
of our policies to combat the climate change and to our energy independence policies, challenges
to us all.

In France, wood 1s by far the first renewable energy. Facing the strong increase in demand and
the risk of competition, for the same raw material, between user sectors, the need for increased
mobilization of wood 1s established clearly. Of course, this mobilization has to come within the
framework of sustainable management of the forests respectful of the biodiversity, of the soils and

of the water resources.

I consider that the development of timber has to be a priority because it induces large volumes of
by-products from harvesting and from the first transformation, usable for energy. You heard about

the “Grenelle of the environment” which has just held in France to consolidate our sustainable

France

development policy: Within this framework, a national plan for wood and a plan of mobilization of
the biomass will be prepared.

But we have all to remain vigilant and ensuring that the energetic “mix”, in which the biomass, and

in particular the forestry biomass, will play an essential role, remains balanced.

The second Warsaw Resolution, for its part, concerns deals with “forests and water”. The question
of the payment of the environmental services will be one of the points discussed during the “Forest
Conference” (Assises de la Forét) which will take place in France at the end of this year. It 1s also the

subject of one of the working groups set up under the forest action plan of the European Union.

On this question, our ministry supports the efforts of development of knowledge: one of the
priorities of the forest action plan of our national strategy for the biodiversity 1s the development of
the economic analyses on the payment of the services rendered by the forest. Our water Agencies
already bring first elements of remuneration of the services rendered by the forest.

We also attach great importance to the territorial approach. We set up forestry territory charts
which allow co-operation between stakeholders involved in the territories around the forest and
encourage the setting up of local remuneration contracts of the environmental services.

Fourthly, the Pan-European forest week 2008 1s the subject of a separate statement. France 1s
particularly attached to the success of this event. I pointed out our excellent collaboration with
the European Forestry Commussion and with the Timber Committee. In 2008 we have a unique
opportunity to prepare coherent work programs. And we will have to prepare, together, a European
contribution to the next meetings of the United Nations Forum on Forests and to the Committee
on Forestry of FAO. I thank very much the Finnish minister who has just made us a proposal in
this direction.

Lastly, we will adopt tomorrow a statement of support for the countries touched by forest fires.
This question 1s very important for us and our minister went to Greece a month ago to show the

solidarity of France and to strengthen the cooperation strategies.

Mister Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen Ministers, Dear Colleagues,

At the time of concluding, I would like to welcome the decisive role played by the liaison unit to
manage and make live to the daily our Pan-European forestry process. I would like to thank Poland
for his preparatory work for four years and for the heat of his reception, in this beautiful town of
Warsaw.

I would also like to thank Norway for having agreed to take over and am delighted by this opportunity
to strengthen our links with this large forestry country.

Thank you for your attention.

9 |
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GERMANY

Mr. Richard Lammel

Director for Forestry
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection

on behalf

Mr. Horst Seehofer

Federal Minister of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection

Forests — in a way — are similar in nature to the process of European integration: they grow in
a continuous and sustainable manner.

At the occasion of the 50" anniversary of the signing of the Treaties of Rome, we all have realised in
the EU how far this integration has already made progress. From a German perspective, I can also
look back on a successful EU Council Presidency that has achieved a lot and gave fresh impetus.
I am therefore more than pleased that the Lisbon conference has marked a breakthrough. The new
fundamental treaty will secure the future viability of EU to some degree and enable 1t to develop
turther.

In the wake of the MCPFE conferences held in Strasbourg, Helsinki, Lisbon and Vienna, this

meeting here, too, underlines the progressive integration within Europe.

How much Poland sees itself as a partner in Europe can also be gathered from Poland’s responsibility
for this key process of forest policy. Dear Minister, I warmly congratulate you on the good preparation

and excellent work performed by the Liaison Unit Warsaw in the past few years.

I wish the new Polish government a good start and this comes from the depth of our hearts. Germany
as the direct neighbour will make every effort to broaden the foundations for good cooperation on
all levels.

We are here today to assume joint responsibility in meeting the current challenges facing European
torest policy.

The two priority themes “Forests and Water” as well as “Forests, Energy and Wood” are of concern
to all countries in Europe. I welcome the fact that we succeeded 1n developing joint guidelines for
our policy 1n these fields in order to adopt them at this conference. Both are topics where we can

benefit from technical exchange, but also from Pan-European cooperation.

In view of the climate changes, the availability of water — in the right place at the right time, in fact
— will constitute one of the major challenges of the future. Water-related natural phenomena are

becoming increasingly relevant. I remind on the floods 1n Poland, Germany, Czech Republic.

The resolution “Forests and Water” addresses the need for a more intensive cooperation amongst
our countries as well as with water resources management — and this 1s an urgent 1ssue. It seems to
me as 1f not all options have been exhausted to incorporate forests as a key regulatory element for
the water regime. This holds true for supra-regional and cross-border cooperation especially along

major stretches of rivers.

The topic “Forests, Wood and Energy” is just as up-to-date.

Germany

Wood 1s also currently enjoying arevival in Germany. The German Government fosters this
development with its Charter for Wood Promotion — a set of measures endorsed by policy-makers
that concerns the entire sector. Current developments in the energy sector additionally promote
this tendency. They also prompted many urban city-dwellers to again become aware of the benefits
of this natural product. Because of this the forestry sector and forests are gaining quite a bit of

popularity again.

The German charter aims to increase the per— capita wood consumption from around 1.2 m’ (round
wood equivalents), at present, to around 1.3 m*. We have almost reached this goal in a relatively
short period of time. Compared with 2000, we want to double the share of renewable energies in the
total energy consumption to 4.2% by 2010 and to 10% by 2020.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Germany will sign the documents of the 5" Ministerial Conference.

I assume that we will agree on steps for their implementation under the future work programme.
This will also contribute to further progress at global level, most specifically to the UNFF process.

Let me briefly turn to the future of the process now.

I wish Norway every success for taking charge of the Liaison Unit in the near future and for assuming

the responsible mandate of task manager for the overall process.

I believe we owe many thanks to Austria, that i1s withdrawing from the general Coordinating

Committee, for its very intensive and committed involvement in the past few years.

[ am delighted to be able to announce here that Germany will join the Steering Committee as the
fitth country in 2008. Germany 1s thus prepared to be more pro-actively involved in steering the

fate of the process in the future.

I express my warmest thanks again to the organisers for ensuring that this conference in Warsaw

turns out so well and wish you every success for today and tomorrow.

Thank you for your attention!
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GREECE

Mr. Konstantinos Kiltidis

Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Food

Collegues et delegues distingues,

C ‘est avec jole que je participe avec vous, a Varsovie, representant mon pays la Grece, ala 5e
(cinquieme) Conference pour la Protection des Forets en Europe.

La notion de la Foret, au dela de la definition typique, illustre la philosophie des contraires
d’Hiraklitos, et cultive d'une maniere admirable et interactive la relation uncontournable avec les
quatres elements de la nature: la terre, I'eau, l'air et le feu. Ces quatres elements la construisent et

la detruisent en meme temps.

Lieu sacre et prefere des dieux, de Dimitra, protectrice de I’ Agriculture et de Diane-Artemis, deesse
de la chasse, des nymphes et des esprits divins qui 'ont choisi comme habitat en inspirant des
mythes et des legendes depuis 'antiquite. Choisie par les dieux, elle oblige nous les mortels pour
la proteger pour ses bien-faits vitaux.

Au niveau national les Forets et les espaces forestiers couvrent le 50% (cinquante pour cent) du
terrain de mon pays et sont de caractere publique.

Aujourd’hui, les fonctions utilitaires de la Foret sont:
H le fonctionnement hydronomique
M la protection du sol
M la reduction de la pollution atmospherique
® I'absorption du carbone dioxide (CO,)
B 'assurance de la biodiversite.

Toutes ces fonctions sont d'une importance plus vitale qu'au passe, vu le besoin urgent de reduction
des consequences malefiques du changement climatique.

La Grece etant pays du Sud-Est de I'Europe attribue une importance considerable aux
fonctionnements protecteurs des Forets au niveau de 'eau et du sol en suivant les politiques de
gestion viable des Forets depuis 1953 (mille neuf cent cinquante trois).

La gestion ecologique est completee par I'intensification de la production du bois comme materiau,
vu que le 60% (soixante pour cent) de notre production forestiere est constitue par le bois
a consommation humaine.

Lete passe fut un ete noir pour le pays, les citoyens et la foret. Des milliers d’hectares ont ete
brules et dizaines d’hommes sacrifies. Pour la premiere fois 'homme s’est senti impuissant devant
la manie destructive du feu.

A ce point, je voudrals remercier tous ceux parmi vous qul nous ont aide pendant cette epreuve et
qui collaborent avec nous pour la rehabilitation de I’environement naturel.

Greece

Je dois vous rappeler la proposition de notre Premier Ministre Monsieur Constantinos Karamanlis,
relative a la creation d’une autorite de prevention et d'intervention pour faire face a des situations
d’extreme urgence et des catastrophes naturelles. Cette instance pourrait fonctionner sur le principe
de subsidiarite et je crois qu’avec la contribution et le soutien de tous pourra acquerir le statut

d'une Force Europeenne d’Intervention Rapide.

En meme temps j'estime que la gestion durable des forets, la biodiversite et le changement
climatique, exigent la coordination des politiques des pays membres avec celles de la Communaute

comme condition sine qua non.

Pour conclure, je voudrais souligner que la Grece, fidele aux objectifs poses par la Commission

Europeenne se conforme a:
B 'amelioration de la competitivite forestiere a long terme
B 'amelioration et Protection de 'environement
B la contribution a I'amelioration de la qualite de vie
La Grece se conformera aux decisions prises par cette Conference et a la cooperation.

Etant Secretaire d’Etat du Ministere du Developpement Agricole et des Aliments, charge du
Dossier de la politique Forestiere, je signerai toutes les resolutions concernant la Grece, ratifiant

notre engagement pour la Protection des Forets en Europe.

Je voudrais vous remercier de 'acceuil chaleureux a Varsovie et feliciter les pays coorganisateurs,

Pologne et Norvege, pour I'excellente organisation de la Conference.

Merc1 beaucoup de votre attention.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
English version

Dear Colleagues and Delegates,

It is my pleasure to be here today, in Warsaw, representing my country, Greece, in the 5" Conference
for the Protection of Forests in Europe.

The significance of Forest, apart from the formal definition, illustrates the philosophy of Heraklitus’
contradictions and cultivates in an admirable and interactive way the unbreakable relation with the
four elements of nature: the ground, the water, the air and the fire. These four elements create and

destroy 1t at the same time.

Holy and beloved place of gods, of Dimitra, protector of the Agriculture and Diane-Artemis, god
of hunting, nymphs and divine spirits, chosen as their residence, the Forest inspired myths and
tables 1n the antiquity. Since 1t was chosen by the gods, 1t oblige us, the mortals, to protect 1t for
its vivifying offer.

At national level, the Forests and the wooded lands cover the 50% (fifty per cent) of the area of my

country and they have public character.
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In our days, the beneficial operations of forest are:
the hydronomic operation

the protection of the ground

the reduction of the atmospheric pollution

the absorption of important quantities of dioxide of coal (CO,)

the guarantee of biological diversity

All these operations are of more vital importance than in the past, if indeed we take into consideration
our imperative need for the reduction of the harmful consequences due to the climatic change.

Greece, as a country of South-eastern Europe, attribute a considerable importance in the functions
of Forests’ protection concerning the water and the soil following the policies on the sustainable
forest management since 1953 (nineteen fifty three).

The ecological management 1s supplemented by the intensification of timer production given that
the 60% of our forest production destines for human consumption.

The summer of 2007 was “a black summer” for our country, for the citizens and the forests. Millions
of hectares were burnt and many people sacrificed themselves. For the first time man stood with
awe 1n front of the disastrous fury of fire, unable to act.

At this point, I would like to thank you all for your assistance and your collaboration for the re-
establishment of the natural environment.

I would like to remind you the proposition of our Prime Minister Mr. Konstantinos Karamanlis,
on the foundation of an institution for the prevention and intervention to confront the emergency
situations and natural disasters. This could be operated on the principle of subsidiarity and I believe
that with the contribution and support of all of you, 1t will acquire the statute of a European Force
of Rapid Intervention.

At the same time, [ appreciate that the sustainable forest management, the biodiversity and
the climatic changes, require the co-ordination of the State Members’ policies with those of the
Community as a condition sine qua non.

Finally, I would like to underline that Greece, being faith in the objectives of the European
Commission, conform to the:

B long-term improvement of competitiveness of forestry
B 1mprovement and protection of environment
B contribution in the improvement of quality of life.
Greece will conform to the decisions taken by this Conference and to the cooperation.

As Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Food, charged to exercise the Forest Policy, I will
sign all the resolutions on behalf of Greece, ratifying also our engagement for the Protection of
Forests in Europe.

I would like to thank for the cordial hospitality in Warsaw and to congratulate the co-organising

countries, Poland and Norway, for the exceptional organisation of the Conference.

Thank you for your attention.

HOLY SEE

Outline of the Statement

Rev. lonut Strejac

Secretary

In the intervention, orally done, H.E. Mons. Janiak has thanked Poland, the amphitryon country,
and Norway as co-organizer, pointing out that the Holy See as well as 1t does not have indications
and technical solutions to offer to the Conference, 1t follows with interest since the beginning the
MCPFE, convinced that a correct protection of the forests and a sustainable management of its
resources can be an essential factor for the guardianship of the environment and to face particularly
the new challenges of the climatic changes and so to favor a best quality of the life. The intervention
concluded with a benediction on the works and on the succeed of the objectives of the MCPFE.
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HUNGARY

Mr. Janos Kiss

Head of Department of Natural Resources
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

Mr. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to be able to greet the ministers, delegates and guests at the 5 Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE) on behalf of the government of the
Republic of Hungary.

I should like to express my sincere gratitude to the governments of Poland and Norway for organising
the conference, and to the General Coordinating Committee and the Liaison Unit for the high
standard of the preparations.

We welcome the two priority themes of the conference, the relation between forests and water,
and forests, wood and energy, to which ever greater attention 1s being devoted in Hungary as well
in both professional and social forums. Each of the two topics are highly relevant to the climate
change influencing life on earth, and to satisfying our basic needs, to clean drinking water and
a reliable, environmentally sound energy supply.

We believe the realisation of the resolutions of the ministerial conferences 1s important as are
studies summarising the state of forests in Europe, which through results and figures made known

give an account of the effectiveness of the ministerial conferences.

As regards forests and energy, I wish to point out that, due to the dominance of deciduous stands in
Hungary, over half of wood felled 1s used as firewood. Two thirds of this i1s consumed by households
and the remaining third by power plants. At present wood is a determining share among renewable

energy sources.

Like most European countries, Hungary does not exploit the potential of forest production and
this 1s particularly true of forests in private ownership. We intend to promote the exploitation to
the highest degree possible of wood available in forests managed primarily for economic use by
increased support for private forest management and also by simplifying legal limits while bearing
in mind environmental protection considerations. The significance of the use of wood for energy
purposes 1s also proof that, besides ecological aspects, it 1s essential to devote special attention to
preserving the economic viability of forestry.

In satisfying demand for renewable energy sources, wood plantations for energy purposes could
contribute to relieving the burden on indigenous forests but in the long term this can only
supplement wood produced from forests. Thus forests will continue to be a major source 1n the
environment-friendly production of energy and in view of this we consider that 1t 1s necessary that
the interests of the forestry sector are given heightened emphasis in consultations between the
sectors concerned.

95% of Hungary's water stocks arrive in the country from beyond its borders, from the Carpathians
and the Alps, and 1n many cases as sudden, destructive floods. For many centuries the primary
aim was to quickly divert the floodwater away from the country and from the Carpathian Basin.

Hungary

Nowadays the task 1s more complex: our aim 1s now to ameliorate the impact of flooding while
retaining the waters. The implementation of this in the catchment areas can only be envisaged
through national, and indeed in many cases international, co-operation between the sectors, which
1s reinforced by the resolution of this conference as well. An important element in this co-operation
are forests and forest management which contribute to the retention of water resources and the
prevention of disasters through the skilled maintenance of forest cover.

Implementing the resolutions due for signature will be a major challenge for the ministers responsible
for forest management as the success of implementation depends on the positions of foresters
within the relations and networks of contacts developed with the other sectors concerned. We believe
that 1t 1s exceptionally important to increase the social acceptance and role of forest management,
and one means of doing so 1s through publicity. This 1s one of the reasons why we support the
staging of the Pan-European Forestry Week 1n 2008, which affords a good opportunity for making
products and services provided by forests, the forest, the work of foresters, and international
organisations and processes promoting forest management better known. Social recognition

and support can help us most effectively to be successful in the implementation of the foreseen
19 adopted MCPFE resolutions.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for your attention.
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ICELAND

Mr. Throstur Eysteinsson

Director National Forests Iceland Forest Service
on behalf of

Mr. Einar Kristinn GUDFINNSSON

Minister of Fisheries and Agriculture

Despite the continuing trend of global deforestation, forest cover has increased in a few areas,
notably 1n much of Europe. Increasing forest cover could be a sign that forest management and
utilization has improved or that the country in question 1s reducing the use of forest products or
utilizing them more efficiently through recycling and the like. Or 1t might simply mean that the

country 1s importing those products from someplace else to a greater extent than before.

We are, for the most part, not using less. In some cases forest management and utilization have
improved but that has mostly led to lower prices, not greater conservation of forest resources.
Unfortunately, 1t 1s probably most often the case that increased forest cover in one part of the world
1s bought at the price of decreased cover somewhere else.

We should be happy about increased forest cover where that 1s the case. We 1n Iceland certainly
are. We do not have a forest resource in Iceland that 1s sufficient to support a forest industry.
However, we use forest products every bit as much as other countries with a similar standard 1f
living, all imported. Therefore we Icelanders should also be aware of our responsibility to use forest
products 1n a sustainable way. But because we do not have a forest industry, the 1ssue seems rather
far removed. Sustainable forestry is sombody else’s problem in the minds of most Icelanders. It
seems strange, but there are some people in Iceland who don’t want more forest cover and many
who do not think that rebuilding our forest resource 1s terribly urgent. They think of planting trees

1s a fine hobby but are content to leave 1t at that.

Unfortunately, this type of attitude 1s not confined to Iceland. In many forested countries, people
believe that their use of forest products 1s sustainable because they have large areas of protected
forest and strict regulations protecting biodiversity and sociocultural values. Many do not realise
that protection of their forests may result in increased pressure on forests elsewhere. The connection

between protecting forests and consumption of forest products 1s all too often not made.

We are entering an era where the pressures on forest production will increase because of global
warming concerns and the ever increasing need for forest products as very large economies such
as China and India develope. Here in Europe, energy production based on the productivity of our

forests 1s becoming ever more important.

The emphasis in forest research and management, which for the past 20 years has been on
biodiversity and other values, looks to be shifting back again to production forestry. Emphasis on
silviculture, forest genetics and breeding for faster growth and adaptation to a changing environment
1s increasing. In this new environment, we who have had the luxury of being able to take our forests
out of production or even to not have forests where we should, will find ourselves forced to reassess

the situation.

Iceland

We must however not forget the lessons of the last 20 years. We must continue to find increasingly
effective ways to integrate production, biodiversity conservation and sociocultural aspects, as

indeed the MCPFE process has always attempted to do.

We all must bear responsibility. We Icelanders have a responsibility to rebuild and sustainably
utilise our own forest resource. It 1s our hope that some day our forests will contribute to global

forest resource sustainability.

o1
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IRELAND

Ms. Mary Wallace T.D.

Minister of State for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Distinguished Ministers and Delegates,

I am delighted to be here in Warsaw, a truly beautiful city steeped in history and culture. I welcome
the opportunity to participate in the 5™ Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in
Europe and to sign the Warsaw Declaration and adopt the two proposed Resolutions on behalf of
Ireland — all three measures designed to further improve forest management and practice. Ireland
has much in common with our host country, and I recognise the pivotal position that Poland holds
in the centre of our new enlarged Europe.

[ am very conscious of the spirit of cooperation which forms the cornerstone of MCPFE forest
protection, and I am pleased that Ireland is an active contributor to this important Pan-European
initiative. Informed forestry policy can only be developed 1n full awareness of the changing context
in which 1t exists. I think it 1s fair to say that forces such as climate change, the energy agenda and
biodiversity are increasingly impacting on forestry policies throughout the world. As reservoirs
of carbon, providers of habitats and sources of renewable fuel, the need for sustainable forest
management has never been greater.

[ welcome the reports on the “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest Management in Europe
2007” and “Implementation of MCPFE Commitments”, and look forward to reading about the
achievements of European countries in implementing the Sustainable Forest Management
commitment. This is a valuable piece of work and it is important that all signatory States are
implementing the Resolutions of the MCPFE 1n this area.

The theme of the Warsaw Declaration, “Forests for Quality of Life”, 1s timely and has particular
resonance for Ireland. In the earlier part of the twentieth century forest cover in Ireland stood at
only 1% of land cover. Thanks to EU and national policies, and the involvement of farmers and
private landowners, the face of Irish forestry has changed significantly. Today forest cover stands at
10%, which 1s still well below the European average, but we aim to expand this to 17% of total land
cover. Ireland 1s committed to the expansion and development of the sector, and this will be carried
out 1n accordance with the principles of sustainable forest management. We continually strive to
raise the profile and awareness of the benefits of forestry and seek to strengthen the competitiveness
of the entire sector.

Traditionally, the primary function of forests in Ireland was understood to be as a provider of
raw material for the timber processing sector and this 1s still of key importance. Timber, as a raw
material or in the form of engineered wood products, 1s a renewable source of alternatives to energy-
intensive materials such as steel, aluminium and plastics in many applications. In recent years,
we have come to appreciate the many additional functions that forests can provide, in the form of
public goods. These public good functions have the potential to contribute hugely to improving
the quality of life of our people. The use of forests for recreation and leisure pursuits 1s an obvious
contributor to quality of life. Forests also have an important role to play in supporting biodiversity,

while the Afforestation programme 1n Ireland forms part of our National Climate Change Strategy.

Forestry activities have the potential to interact both positively and negatively with water resources.
Careful planning and management avoids negative impacts, while maximising the positive aspects

Ireland

of forestry; such as aquatic biodiversity enhancements and the creation of appropriate riparian
ecosystems. In Ireland a statutorily based extensive forest consent system 1s in place for all
afforestation, involving public consultation and consultation with statutory public bodies. This
may, at times, impede the speed with which we can afforest or reafforest, but it 1s essential to
maintain the overall balance in forestry development.

On the 17" November, the International Panel on Climate Change will publish its synthesis report,
bringing together the scientific information from its reports earlier in the year, in an accessible
format for policymakers. I think we are all aware of the critical role played by forests in the global
challenge presented by Climate Change. Sustainable Forest Management 1s moving centre-stage as
we strive to reconcile the world’s increasing demand for energy with striving towards a reduction in

greenhouse gas emissions.

In Ireland, the Government 1s committed to securing both long-term energy security and a low
carbon future. We will accelerate the growth of renewable energy sources in the electricity, heat and
transport sectors. Wood energy 1s a renewable, sustainable, carbon-neutral and a secure source of
heat and electricity. It 1s a proven, cost-effective technology with very high efficiency, and will assist
in reducing the amount of imported fossil fuel, increasing our self-sufficiency and playing a part in
securing our long-term energy supply. The cultivation of wood energy crops represents a significant
potential source of income for farmers and landowners. The emerging market for woodchip and
pellets will provide a welcome outlet for thinnings from forestry plantations. Clean sawmill waste
also has the potential to be used to generate energy on-site. The demand for wood fuel 1s increasing
rapidly as 1t becomes more competitive compared to other heat sources. Developments in renewable
energy are gathering momentum and promise to become an essential part of everyday life for us.

The protection of the environment and enhanced biodiversity are important issues for us all. In
Ireland, we maintain stringent controls over new and existing plantations to ensure that forestry
development and management 1s fully compatible with the highest standards of protection
worldwide. All forestry activities carried out 1n Ireland must conform to the Irish National Forest
Standard, a Code of Best Forest Practice and a suite of environmental guidelines, all of which are
underpinned by MCFPE criteria and compliance with the resolutions adopted by the MCPFE since
1990. The concept of sustainable forest management is not frozen in time. It must develop as
global and cross-sectoral influences on forestry, such as the emerging energy sector, also evolve.
We must continue to apply Sustainable Forest Management approaches with rigour so that we can
use our forests without abusing them. It 1s clear that forestry has a significant role to play in the
sustainable development of society as a whole.

From the commitments we will be signing today, 1t 1s clear that the participants in this Pan-
European process recognise the current challenges for forestry in relation to climate change, energy
supply and water protection. By signing up to these commitments we are ensuring that forestry
1ssues are considered and integrated into our own country’s Governmental policies on sustainable
development. I am happy to say that I will be signing the Warsaw Declaration on the theme Forests
for Quality of Life, Resolution 1 on Forests, Wood and Energy, and Resolution 2 on Forests and
Water as an indication of my country’s commitment to the protection of forests in Europe.

In conclusion, I wish to thank Norway and Poland for their role in organising this event, and wish
to thank everyone who put so much work into the smooth running of this conference. You have
been great hosts and have treated us extremely well during our stay here. Also, I wish to pay tribute
to the excellent work of the MCPFE since it’s establishment. Successful relationships are about
bringing people together and sharing what each has to offer. This you do splendidly, and I wish you

every success 1n your future work.
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ITALY

Mr. Stefano Boco

Deputy Minister of State
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forest Policies

Mr. Chairman, Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I first of all convey my congratulations to You, Mr. Chairman and to the Co-Chairman, for the
excellent organisation of this conference and the high quality of the documents to be signed. May
I also convey my special thanks to all the members of the “Warsaw Liaison Unit” who, over the past
four years since the last Vienna Conference, successfully improved the Pan-European project on
forests while setting it in the framework of a changing world.

We are now facing a moment when forests are the focus of public attention and of the media, both
at the national, the EU and the international level. The attention 1s mainly due to the dangers faced
forests. I am talking about forest fires which, over the last season, destroyed extremely large areas
across my country and other Mediterranean countries bringing serious mourning among peoples.
I also refer to the news coming from Tropical countries where a wild deforestation is on the way.
Deforestation 1s, indeed, based on the search for a personal benefit, careless of compromising the

regeneration possibilities and the survival of the whole ecosystem.

Fortunately, there are also good news: the awareness of the need to preserve and broaden forests
1s not only an heritage of limited environment-friendly elites, 1t indeed 1nvolves the wide public
mainly in the industrialised countries where, with the abandonment of marginal rural areas, forests

are constantly expanding as 1t 1s proven by official statistics.

Another big challenge for forests are “climate changes”, whose effects are clear to all of us, even if
they require a further analysis in order to detect their exact causes and possible evolutions. Before
those scenarios forests represent a real bulwark. The power of storing carbon dioxide and turning 1t
into wood and renewable raw material characterised by multiple applications, must be recognized
and properly enhanced.

In order to exactly know the scope of such phenomenon, in Italy we established the “National
Inventory of forests and carbon stocks “, proving that forestry resources, in my Country, cover more
than 10 million hectares, that 1s around one third of the national territory. This sets the Italian
index of trees density up to the world average. The increased knowledge of our forestry resources,
allowed us to raise the awareness of their importance within the goals of the Kyoto Protocol, with

a potential positive follow-up on the economic budget connected to its implementation.

Climate changes also require to gauge the possibility to adjust forests to new possible contexts, this
1s the core of the studies we are carrying out in order to build up possible evolutionary models while

detecting the best interventions man can adopt to accompany and lead their positive evolution.

Another 1ssue stated in one of the two resolutions at the focus of this Conference, 1s the relationship
between forests and water. Such link 1s already existing since long time in my country, where the
difficult orography and the irregular regime of rainfalls forced the legislator to map the presidium
against slips and floods as the main benefit brought by forests. In 1923 the first forest law was
set and 1t 1mposed the “hydro-geological bound” on most wooden territories located on hilly and

mountain areas.

Italy

Now the biggest anthropic pressure on the territory, with a following enormous increase of water
consumptions, accompanied by the evolution of climate towards increased droughts, forces
to reconsider the benefit of forests, not only as a defence against the impetuosity of waters but
also bringing “clear and fresh” water, referring to the adjectives attributed to water by Francesco
Petrarca, a poet of 1300, who lived between Italy and France and who was one of the first great
‘European Citizens”. For the protection of waters, the Forestry State Body, promoted a specific
initiative implemented through the constant control and monitoring of water bodies. An 1nitiative
that 1s also linked to the Framework Directive on waters, 1ssued and implemented by the European
Union.

The subject of the other resolution, considering wood as a source of renewable energy, 1s linked to the
new Kyoto Protocol and to the need to partly replace fossil fuels — net sources of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere — with renewable energy sources whose emissions are clearly part of the natural “carbon
cycle”. It 1s therefore necessary to pay the maximum attention so that the appreciable initiatives
carried out are compatible with the environment and the concept of sustainable management, while
taking into account all the other uses of woody materials. In order to detect the best methodologies
complying with the above mentioned criteria and to propose valid models of action, the Ministry
that I represent, promoted an ad hoc program called “Probio”, implemented 1n collaboration with
Universities, Research bodies and Regions and linked to the community nitiatives on this subject,
specifically the UE Plan of Action on biomasses.

Moreover, forests keep cultural and spiritual values that are part of the heritage of the European
people and the initiative of the Ministerial Conference 1s extremely appreciable since 1t paves the
way for a specific initiative aimed at deepening and spreading its knowledge.

Mr. President,

The motto chosen for this Conference “Forests for the quality of life” perfectly proves the
expectations and trust that European people set on forests, the same feelings we want to state here
today. Not to disappoint such trust, I am well pleased to be about to undersign the declaration and
the two final resolutions we are going to sign today.
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LATVIA

Mr. Arvids Ozols

Deputy State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. Chairmen, Excellence’s, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s an honour and pleasure for me to address Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of
Forests in Europe on behalf of Latvia’s Government.

Countries of Europe are responsible for the stewardship of approximately one quarter of the world’s
forests. This 1s a great challenge to balance production of wood as still economically the most
important function of forests and the increasing demand for non-wood goods and services from
the European forests. This challenge should be met in a manner that 1s consistent with sustainable
forest management including social functions and conservation and appropriate enhancement of
forest biodiversity,

Significant progress has been made 1n the years since the first ministerial conference in Strasbourg.

This progress has been primarily determined by increasing common understanding of the role
forests can play, that the benefits of forests extend far beyond wood and non-wood products and
services. Forests are a major reservoir of the world’s biological diversity and also play an important
role 1n global carbon, hydrological and ecological cycles at the national, regional and global levels.
For many countries, especially those with economies in transition, forests have been an essential
precondition for sustainable national development.

In Vienna “Living Forest Summit” it was recognized that forests are an integral part of sustainable
development that effect and 1s affected by other sectors. Therefore, cross-sectoral solutions must
be sought within the context of other national policies, for example, agriculture, environment, rural
development, energy, water. The scope of ministers decisions taken at this Ministerial Conference

were far beyond the scope of initiatives undertaken at Strasbourg.

Today ministers responsible for forest, are meeting second time in the 21% century, four years
after Vienna “Living Forest Summit”. Four years of intensive work implementing commitments of
Vienna declaration and five resolutions.

Mr. Chairmen, Excellence’s, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In Latvia political desire of the society towards democracy and market economy has influenced
forestry and 1ts administration. Successful land reform has created a large sector of private forest
landowners. It should be noticed that secure property and land tenure rights has motivated
forest owners to mnvest in sustainable forest management. In 1its turn, privatisation of state forest
industry and forest product manufacturing sector has produced one of the most active economic
developments in the country.

Reforms implemented 1n Latvia and the EU integration had a positive impact on the economic

development of the country: Latvia has achieved high economic growth rates.

Latvia

The forest sector occupies an important and stable place in Latvia’s economy, contributing
significantly to stabilisation of Latvia’s economy. Forest based industry’s average growth rate during
the last 10 years has been close to 10%. This was the result of a successful use of the sustainably
managed forest resources. Overall, the forest sector contributes significantly to the Latvian gross

domestic product growth and contributes to 8% of the total employment in the national economy.

The progress was achieved by involving forest stakeholders — forest based industry and private
forest owners, as well as civil society, non-governmental organizations and in many cases learning

by doing. Participatory approach made this development a success story.

I would like to mention just some of them: formulation of Forest Policy, institutional reform — the
separation of state’s public and private functions. Latvia’s forest sector now has reached some stage
of maturity to elaborate the National Forest Cluster Programme, by involving related sectors as
environment, energy, construction, education, research, finance, etc.

Today in Warsaw our attention 1s concentrated on the role of Forests for quality of life. Climate
change policy, energy policy, water policy are examples where forests and forestry have a crucial
role to play. Today MCPFE with Warsaw Resolution 1 and 2 take the responsibility to guide the
Pan-European discussion on the important inter-linkage between forests, wood and energy, as well
as forestry and water. We can say that water and energy are among the most valuable commodities

in the word. They ensure not only quality of life but in number of cases are the preconditions for

life.

I hope this will be a significant contribution to balanced policy development both at national and
international levels. And this in return 1s a basic prerequisite for sustainable development of forest
sector.

Today this 1s the right time and place to re-consider and re-evaluate the progress and achievements

of Pan-European process.

Are we approaching the Vision? What are the milestones and what 1s MCPFE contribution at
local, national and regional level, how MCPFE has contributed to global forest related processes n

general and how to the single forest owner 1n particular?

[ would like to invite all us to translate our political decisions into work programme for the
implementation of the commitments of this Fifth Ministerial Conference. We have to look forward
to address challenges we are facing and to demonstrate that forest sector In Europe can provide

substantial and innovative solutions to society’s general concerns.

Mr. Chairman, we have a great satisfaction to be there and participate at Fifth Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe and be ready to sign on behalf of Latvia’s Government the
Warsaw declaration — “Forests for quality of life” as well as two Warsaw resolutions — “Forests,
Wood and Energy” and “Forests and Water”. Latvia would like to join the adoption of Ministerial

Statement on Pan-European Forest Week 2008 and Ministerial Statement on Forest Fires.

Mr. Chairmen and Dear Colleagues, I would like to extend my acknowledgements to the Liaison Unit
of MCPFE. They did an excellent job in the preparatory process and organizing this Conference.

Mr. Chairman, Latvia would like to thank the Government of Poland for excellent contribution to

Pan-European Process and our support to Norway and all GCC members in our further work.

Thank you for attention.
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LIECHTENSTEIN

Mr. Felix Nascher

Director General Ministry of Environment Affairs, Agriculture and Forestry

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me start with my sincere thanks to the government and the people of the Republic of Poland
for the warm hospitality and the excellent preparation of this conference.

Being involved in this MCPFE-process personally since the very beginning in Strasbourg, allow me,
Mr. President, not only to applaude ourselves for tasks, which we already fulfilled together or for
decisions, which we agreed on to further implement together.

I feel a strong need to say, that till now MCPFE narrowed the term “cross-sectoral” too much on

talks and negotiations between the different players within the forestry sector.

In our opinion the big challenge for the forestry sector 1s a broader one: There 1s an urgent need to
widen the scope and to energetically take over the lead in the cross-ministerial dialogue on forest
matters — too many original policy topics of the forestry sector tend already to be taken over by
other ministries.

However, 1f challenges, put on the table by other policy areas, find no echo in the forestry sector
itself, binding responses on these challenges will be formulated from fora outside this forestry
sector, e.g. in the framework of the biodiversity convention.

What 1s needed after 17 years of this process 1s, to ask ourselves 5 questions, namely,
who we are (being ,only “an informal process);

where we come from (our history and current situation);

where we — as a forestry policy sector — want to go (our own mission);

where other policy areas want us to go (pro-active coordination and harmonization);

which strategies will give an integrated and holistic response to meet the challenges of the
future?

Till now, a commonly agreed, integrated and holistic forest policy 1s just an expression of good
will. In order to be credible and predictable for the outside society, we need to set concrete targets
and strategies 1n a binding instrument — an instrument, having its roots in the forestry sector
and an instrument, trusting in the forestry sector as being able to take over competences and
responsibilities for an integrated and holistic forest policy.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Theretore, we strongly support all efforts to foster the elaboration of a regional convention on
forests — a convention aiming at “forests for quality of life” in the hands of those, who know, what
they are speaking about.

Thanking Poland and Norway as well as the Liaison Unit as organisers and the GCC for their

guidance we wish the process continued success.

LITHUANIA

Mr. Aronas Kundrotas

Minister of Environment

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin by thanking our close neighbours, Poland, for organising this conference and for

a very warm welcome and hospitality during our stay and for excellent preparatory work.

We have once again an opportunity to evaluate our achievements and reinforce our commitments,
made during previous conferences and to undertake the new ones towards implementation of
Sustainable Forest Management and tackling one of the biggest environmental challenges of our
time, climate change, in which the significant role of forests has been acknowledged.

Contribution of sustainable forest management towards sustainable development calls for global
response, therefore we especially welcome resent agreement by United Nations Forum on Forests
on a non legally binding instrument on sustainable management of all types of forests.

I believe that the role of Ministerial Conference on Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE) 1n
linking national and global forest policies will continue to be effective and leading by providing
platform for European countries to engage in policy level dialogue on most important forest related

1ssues.

By signing the prepared documents we reinforce forests role in ensuring the quality of life and are
timely focusing on the contribution of forests in climate change mitigation, in particular wood and
energy as well as forests and water, subjects, which have been of high relevance during resent years
and on which numerous initiatives on regional and national level have been taken.

On this occasion, I would like to highlight recent developments in Lithuania in relation to the

discussed 1ssues.

Development of use of wood energy 1s one of the highest priorities in our national forest and
energy policies. Since 2002 there has been significant growth in use of wood for energy generation,
especially in district heating. The total capacity of wood-based heat boiler houses, which are rather
evenly distributed 1n the territory of the country, increased more than twice and 1s still growing

while heating energy produced from wood exceeded 15% 1n total heating energy balance.

Due to rapid wood energy market development the wood demand shifted from wood processing
residues towards use of forest biomass. In order to support this progress and decrease the competition
between sectors for raw material there have been reviewed and streamlined requirements on forest

felling residues extraction and transportation.

One of our major concerns 1s that efforts to address growing demand for wood, would not jeopardise
environmental stability of forest ecosystems, landscape and biological diversity. Therefore,
the extraction of wood biomass from ecologically vulnerable forest sites has been restricted.
The recommendations on compensative fertilisation using ash has been developed in order to

compensate losses of nutrients and to avoid any undesirable effects on the ecosystems.

Extensive opportunities for increasing wood supply in the long run lies in afforestation activities.
Since the Vienna Conference the implementation of National afforestation programme progressed



Jio

STATEMENTS OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

considerably and forest cover increased from 31,3 up to 32,5%. With this pace of development we
believe to reach our targeted forest cover of 34 per cent in Lithuania by 2020. Optimal distribution
of forests 1n the landscape through afforestation aiming to strengthen the water-protective functions

of forests 1s an important aspect of our afforestation programme as well.

In Lithuania, which 1s rich with lakes and rivers forest and water management policies are interlinked
through 1mplementation of watershed management, an integral part of which 1s designation of
forests with water-protective functions. Currently in Lithuania 16% of our forests are managed
with a view to maintain their protective functions and half of it are forests aimed at protection
of watercourses. In order to secure protective functions of forests, integration of well-founded
valuation of water-related forest services 1s an important task for us in coming years.

Ladies and gentlemen, I believe that along with our continuous efforts, one of the most important
tasks for us should remain how to improve our dialogue with the society on the importance of
forests in sustainable development.

Such understanding and support from the society as well as effective cooperation on Pan-European
level 1s essential precondition in achieving objectives of the Warsaw Declaration — Forests For

Quality of Life.

Thank you for your attention.

LUXEMBOURG

Mr. Fernand Boden

Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Vificulture and Rural Development

Messieurs les Co-présidents, Messieurs les Ministres,
Chers Collegues, Mesdames, Messieurs,

Au nom du Gouvernement luxembourgeois, je voudrais d’abord remercier sincérement le
Gouvernement polonais qui, de concert avec le Gouvernement norvégien, a consacré tant d’efforts a
'organisation de cette cinquieme Conférence ministérielle pour la Protection des Foréts en Europe,
sous le theme des «foréts au service de la qualité de vie».

Il y a 4 ans a Vienne, je considérais que la situation des foréts dans le monde restait préoccupante
surtout en raison de la déforestation dans les pays tropicaux. Aujourd’hui, non seulement ce constat
reste valable, mais en plus, de nouvelles problématiques viennent allonger la liste des menaces
pour les écosystemes forestiers et leur gestion, a savoir le changement climatique et la raréfaction
imminente des énergies fossiles.

Dans cette optique, je me réjouis des nouveaux engagements que nous allons signer aujourd’hui a
Varsovie.

En premier lieu, je salue nos engagements sur la coopération mondiale et les partenariats régionaux
et plus particulierement celui concernant notre contribution a la réalisation des 4 objectifs globaux de
I'instrument volontaire sur tous les types de foréts, élaboré lors de la présidence luxembourgeoise
de I'UE en 2005 et conclu cette année a New York. Le Luxembourg entend participer activement a la
réalisation de ces 4 objectifs globaux, notamment par des actions ciblées en matiere de coopération
au développement pour réduire la pauvreté des populations dépendant des foréts.

En relation avec les problématiques du changement climatique et de la raréfaction imminente
des énergies fossiles, je tiens a saluer les engagements des 2 résolutions sur le theme du bois, de
I'énergie et de I'eau.

Sachant que la forét peut réellement contribuer a la mitigation du réchauffement climatique, le
Luxembourg a mis en place une politique de promotion de 'utilisation du bois en tant que matériau
renouvelable et comme vecteur d’énergie a bilan CO, neutre. Avec un taux de boisement de plus de
34%, le Luxembourg n’entend pas augmenter sa surface forestiere pour stocker davantage de CO,,
mais va concentrer ses efforts sur une utilisation plus intensive des ressources ligneuses disponibles
pour soutenir 'effet de substitution a d’autres matériaux ou combustibles fossiles.

Dans le cadre d'un projet interrégional, nous avons sensibilisé les élus locaux des municipalités
propriétaires de foréts a l'utilisation de leur ressource bois selon le slogan «Penser Forét — Agir
Bois». Concretement, on encourage les propriétaires de foréts publiques a utiliser prioritairement
le bois comme matériau de construction et comme combustible énergétique dans les projets de
constructions publiques. Cette initiative commence a porter ses fruits dans plus de 20% des
communes de mon pays.

Ce type d’utilisation du bois énergie proche du consommateur respecte le principe de 'efficience
énergétique, principe qui devrait a mon avis guider tous les projets d’utilisation de la biomasse
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a des fins énergétiques, sachant que la biomasse est une ressource limitée qui est produite dans un
écosysteme naturel qui fournit aussi une série d’autres services et fonctions pour notre qualité de
vie. Dans ce sens, parallelement aux mesures de promotion, je salue notre engagement a évaluer les

impacts environnementaux de la production de biomasse ligneuse pour I’énergie.

Actuellement, le Luxembourg ne récolte que 60 a 70% de l'accroissement de sa ressource
ligneuse. Pour augmenter sa contribution aux objectifs fixés par I'UE en matiere de combustibles
renouvelables, le Luxembourg va promouvoir la mobilisation de ses ressources ligneuses tout en
encourageant le développement de schémas de production durables. A cet effet, tout en améliorant
les infrastructures, le gouvernement va participer a un projet transnational dans ce sens au niveau
de la Grande Région qui est I'une des plus grandes zones transfrontalieres d’Europe, composée du
Grand-Duché de Luxembourg, des Linder allemands de la Sarre et de Rhénanie-Palatinat, de la
région Lorraine ainsi que de la Wallonie, et 1l va également renforcer les organisations en charge des
propriétaires forestiers privés qui représentent 54% de la surface forestiere au Luxembourg.

Mais le changement climatique aura aussi des effets néfastes sur les écosystemes forestiers. Dans
cette optique, nous soutenons les recherches en cours pour déterminer les mesures a mettre en
place pour assurer la sauvegarde et 'adaptation du milieu forestier a ce changement.

En ce qui concerne les engagements en relation avec 'eau, je tiens a souligner que ce sujet est aussi
d’une grande importance pour notre pays. Au Luxembourg, la relation forét — eau a toujours été
traitée implicitement dans le cadre tant des politiques forestieres que des politiques de I'eau. Plus
de 20% de la surface forestiere, soit 'ensemble des foréts semi-naturelles des collines du gres de
Luxembourg, protégent un sous-sol qui constitue le principal réservoir d’eau potable du pays.

Ainsi, le Grand-Duché de Luxembourg a-t-il I'intention de renforcer la délimitation des zones de

protection pour 'eau en forét et de revoir les dispositions réglementaires concernées.

Finalement, je désire aussi rappeler que le Luxembourg a activement travaillé a la réalisation
des engagements pris a Lisbonne et a Vienne. Ces engagements qui avaient placé 'homme et la
société au milieu du débat sur la gestion durable des foréts, soulignant les avantages communs
et les responsabilités partagées, ont fait l'objet de diverses mesures nationales et transnationales,

notamment:

B laréalisation du premier programme forestier national sous la forme d’un processus participatif

et continu de dialogue et de prise de décision,

B la création de réserves forestieres intégrales représentatives sur plus de 1% de la superficie

forestiere pour renforcer nos efforts de conservation de la biodiversité,

B la promotion du matériau bois dans le cadre d’un programme interrégional, afin de contribuer

a une prise de conscience générale de concepts de production et de consommation durables,

B la promotion de la certification des foréts en tant qu'instrument de dialogue entre les
consommateurs et les producteurs,

B le soutien des associations de sylviculteurs et la formation d'une main-d’ceuvre qualifiée,
B la réalisation de I'inventaire complet des sites historiques et culturels en forét.

Plus que jamais, les engagements pris au fil des années dans le cadre des Conférences Ministérielles
pour la Protection des Foréts en Europe et leur application sur le terrain, nous aident a progresser

face aux nouvelles problématiques.

Luxembourg

Enfin, c’est avec intérét que j'accueille la déclaration de la semaine paneuropéenne des foréts en
2008. Le Luxembourg entend participer a cet effort de communication, notamment en essayant
de faire coincider le Weekend du Bois que nous organisons annuellement en collaboration avec la

Wallonie, avec la semaine paneuropéenne des foréts.

Au nom du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg, je tiens a exprimer toutes mes félicitations aux
Gouvernements polonais et norvégien d’avoir organisé de maniere aussi remarquable cette
cinquieme Conférence ic1 a Varsovie. Mes compliments également a tous ceux qui ont contribué a

la réussite de cette conférence.

ns|
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MONTENEGRO

Mr. Milosav Andjeli¢

Deputy Minister for Forestry
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great honour to greet you on behalf of Montenegro and express my pleasure that, for the
first time, Montenegro, as an independent state, participates in the Ministerial Conference on the
Protection of Forests in Europe.

Forests, as one of the most important natural ecosystems, are of the utmost importance for the
development of Montenegro: woody biomass is the major domestic heating fuel; trade in high-
quality timber and non-timber forest products (medicinal plants, forest fruits and mushrooms)
make a significant contribution to the livelihoods of many rural communities; they are the key game
habitat supporting important faunal diversity, and a long hunting tradition; they are a crucial factor
in preserving and regulating our watersheds, including the famous Tara Canyon; forests provide
protection against erosion in our extremely steep terrain; and with much forest regenerating on
former agricultural lands, contribute to the net absorption of substantial quantities of carbon
dioxide. Last but not least, forest based enterprise 1s key for the development of our national
economy to which it contributes some 6 to 8%, and a much greater proportion of revenues in rural

areas, thereby sustaining many of our poorer communities.

Forests and forest land cover around 54% of the territory of Montenegro, and around 60% of the
population 1s linked to the countryside and areas, which are rich with forests. With 0.9 ha under
forests per capita, Montenegro 1s one of the most richly forested countries in Europe, with high
conservation values, and huge sustainable tourism potential.

Today, forestry in Montenegro faces great challenges: how to improve forest management practice
to improve condition of forests, especially condition of forests devastated during periods of political
instability in the past.

The Vienna Declaration and Resolutions and all those previously signed have had a significant role
in defining the path for our ongoing reform of the Forestry Sector in Montenegro.

The vision for forestry in the Republic 1s to improve the existing condition of all forests so that
protection, environmental, social and economic functions of forests are balanced and sustainability
ensured. To this end, we have embarked on a National Forest Programme, and are currently investing
heavily to improve the institutional and legal frameworks for the sustainable management of our
tforests. We are currently completing the process of developing a National Forest Policy, and a new
Forest Law. At the same time, we continue to build the capacity of our forestry institutions to
implement modern forest management techniques.

I believe that through our ongoing participation in the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of
Forests in Europe, as a regional political process committed to working towards forest protection,
Montenegro will respond to the new challenges and will give further contribution to sustainable
development in this Sector. The Warsaw Declaration and Resolutions that we will sign at this Fifth
Conference, together with the previously adopted documents, provide a strong framework for our
future activities.

Montenegro

Montenegro greatly appreciates the assistance we are already receiving from many European
countries to achieve best practises in our forestry development, which are well defined in the
Declarations and Resolutions.

Beside our clear commitment to building a bettter Forestry Sector in Montenegro, we look forward
to a more substantial inter-government cooperation in terms of stronger networking of forestry

experts and promotion of our common 1deas — all towards wise forest management in Europe.

To conclude, my dear friends, I wish you all a successful work, and I thank our wonderful hosts for
their hospitality.

Thank you for your attention.

ns|
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NETHERLANDS

Mr. Han de Groot

Deputy Director of the Department of Nature
on behalf of

Ms. Gerda Verburg

Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality

Mister Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all the Dutch Government likes to express its gratitude to the Governments of Poland and
Norway for preparing and hosting this Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in
Europe.

This year forests 1s regaining prominence on the international political agenda while sustainable
forest management received substantial media coverage. Partly, this is for positive reasons, but
unfortunately also because of negative developments.

The State of the World’s Forests 2007 of the FAO demonstrated that there 1s still a significant
decrease 1n forest area worldwide. With the loss of this forest cover and forest degradation not
only numerous plant and animal species will disappear, but also the livelthoods of people who are
daily dependent on forests 1s under serious stress. On the other hand, fortunately, there 1s also
a significant increase in areas that have been afforested and reforested. Another positive message 1s
that the role sustainable forest management play and could play in mitigation of climate change 1s
more and more broadly recognized. Sustainable forest management is incrementally mainstreamed
in other sectors. But there 1s substantial work ahead of us.

In Southern Europe forest fires impacted societies at a large scale with dramatic loss of lives. These
dramatic incidents and 1ts impacts demonstrated how important healthy forests with their multiple
products and services are for society. Furthermore 1t underscored the importance of international
cooperation to ensure our common objective of sustainable forest management.

Earlier this year during the seventh session of the United Nations Forum on Forests the international
community achieved a milestone outcome with the adoption of a non-legally binding instrument on
all types of forests and a multi-year program of work for the United Nations Forum on Forests.

After 15 years of stalled negotiations since United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development n Rio de Janeiro, the international community was able to set a clear framework
for the future of international forest policy working towards the achievement of the four global
objectives on forests.

The forest instrument provides an important platform for international cooperation on means of
implementation, including financial support, technology transfer and public awareness building.

In our view the MCPFE process, in close collaboration with other existing regional processes, 1s very
important and instrumental to translate global commitments and actions to the nationallevel and, vice
versa, inform the international policy arena about specific regional experiences and lessons learned.

The Warsaw declaration 1s strongly appreciated by the Netherlands due to its recognition of the
multiple products and services of forests for society and the challenges ahead of us. But also

Netherlands

because of, the clear recognition that forests is a cross sectoral 1ssue and we need to get “out of the
woods”, and, most importantly, the future agenda for action.

At all levels we have to make our promises a reality, whereby words have to be translated into action.

Twenty years have passed by since the first Ministerial Conference. A lot of developments have
taken place. Within the forest sector, but also outside the forests.

The MCPFE process has contributed to a common understanding of Sustainable Forest Management
and developed a set of principles and criteria.

Besides examining the forest sector exclusively it 1s also important to keep an open eye on
developments 1n society. Since the last twenty years there 1s a growing awareness among the public,
especially in wood importing countries, including in The Netherlands, about the meaning of forests
for society and nature.

Therefore The Netherlands 1s very pleased with the eloquent slogan for this conference: “Forests

for the quality of life”.

This growing public awareness very properly finds its expression in demanding legal and sustainable
produced timber. Certification of sustainable timber and proof of legality of the origin of timber
were asked.

These initiatives demonstrate that the responsible Ministers for Forest Management in Europe,
should take care of public support for their forest management and make their decisions transparent.

That starts with good governance and forest law enforcement and a government procurement policy
In our own region that prescribes the use of legal and sustainable produced wood. We must practice
what we preach.

Concerning people we must pay special attention to children and young people. They must become
more aware of the meaning of forests and nature by creating more green areas in urbanized areas,

but also make them clear that 1t 1s possible to use forests in a sustainable way.

We have to meet competing needs for forest products and services within the framework of
sustainability. Global economic developments and environmental policies on bio energy may lead
In our region to a greater dependence on products from European forests and may increase the
pressure by these competing needs.

Europe has already a long tradition on sustainable forest management. Let us use that experience
from the past to face the future.

The resolutions on Forests and Water and on Forests, Wood and Energy illustrate the tension
between sustainable use and conservation. That cannot be solved only by the forest sector itself.

Solutions are not limited to the forest sector, nor to the country level, as forests services and forest

products have a transboundary dimension.

The strengthening of co-operation at the Pan-European level between all governments and other
stakeholders 1s needed to stand ready for the challenges of the future.

The Netherlands 1s convinced that when our efforts at the Pan-European level across all sectors
can be streamlined and geared towards the achievement of the global objectives on forests, future

generations are In a position to sustainable use and conserve our precious forests to the benefits of all.

Thank you.
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NORWAY

Mr. Terje Riis-Johansen

Minister of Agriculture and Food

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to speak to you on behalf of the Norwegian government.

We are gathered here to take decisions on forest 1ssues of highest political priority within Europe.
These priorities, climate change mitigation, energy supply and water protection, are essential for

quality of life for the people in Europe and in the rest of the world.

We experience that the Arctic sea 1ce declines much more rapidly than foreseen. The sea 1ce extent
in mid September 2007 has shown to be reduced by 40 per cent, compared to the 1979 to 2000
average. Coming from a northern country, this 1s worrying to us.

Expected changes in the global climate, represent a great threat to us all. We face major challenges

in meeting these changes and the impact they cause.

European countries have undertaken, or are in the process of setting, quite ambitious goals for future
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. In June this year, the Norwegian government presented
a white paper on climate change policy to the Parliament. The proposal from the government
implies that Norway will undertake a 30% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, as compared to
the base year, by 2020, and be carbon neutral by 2050.

Based on recommendations from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the forest sector
can contribute significantly towards a reduction in emission of greenhouse gases.

In Norway we emphasise to develop a forest policy which is streamlined with the Norwegian climate
change policy.

Firstly, we will stimulate to a continuous high production of wood in the forests, with a view to
enhance carbon sequestration, and enlarge the future stock of raw materials. Annual net carbon
sequestration 1n Norwegian forests, as a result of growing stock increment, equals to 50% of the
total human induced greenhouse gas emissions in Norway.

Secondly, our policy 1s focused on measures aimed to increase the use of durable wood products.
Thirdly, emphasis 1s on the forest sector as a provider of renewable energy.

In particular, I see potential for a significant increase in the production and use of bioenergy from
sustainable managed forest resources. A variety of biomass sources could be used for energy
purposes. As agriculture area in Norway 1s rather limited, I have clearly stated that arable land
should be used for food production also in the future. Consequently, forests represent the largest
raw material base for energy production in Norway. In an international perspective, development of

torest-based bioenergy can merit future global food supply.

We have to focus on means to increase wood production, and to bring more wood to the markets
in order to address a growing demand. A boost in the use of biomass for energy will also rely on
inovative solutions, related to production, distribution and markets for bioenergy. We have to
direct our efforts towards research.

Norway

Biomass for energy represents a great opportunity for the forest and forest industry sector. Results
will, however, depend on our ability to cooperate within the sector, between public institutions,
torest owners and forest industry. It 1s also necessary to involve other sectors 1n our policy work. We
should make full use of the attention the society pay to the role of forests in this context.

Mr. Chairman,

As a member of the General Coordinating Committee of the MCPFE, Norway has been actively
involved 1n the preparation of the documents for the Warsaw Conference. I am very satisfied with
the results, and stay ready to sign both the Warsaw Declaration and the two resolutions.

The decisions we make at this conference can in general terms be grouped into two categories. On
the one hand, we commit ourselves to further improving forest management in Europe. On the
other, we continue to strengthen the tie between the MCPFE and the global forest processes and
express our readiness to contribute to the global forest policy dialogue.

Both aspects should form the basis for follow-up activities.

Norway will soon take over the chairmanship role of the MCPFE. We are fully aware of the
responsibilities connected to this position. Norway looks forward to cooperating with all of you 1n
the further development of this unique policy process. We should build on the specific character of
the MCPFE and carry on the good traditions developed over the last 15—20 years. At the same time,
we should continuously consider the future direction and accommodate to changing conditions.
Only in that way we will be able to keep up the political momentum.

Thank you for your attention.
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POLAND

Mr. Jan Szyszko

Minister of the Environment

yWarunki Zycia na naszej planecie sq zagrozone i wymagajq natychmiastowych dziatan.” ,,Europejskie lasy
majq do odegrania zywotng role w poprawie jakosci Zycia, a zwlaszcza mogq przyczynic si¢ do lagodzenia
zmian klimatu, dostaw energii 1 ochrony zasobéw wodnych.”

Z takim przeslaniem zwraca sie do rzaddéw 1spoleczenstw Europy 1§wiata gtéwny dokument

V Konferencjt MCPFE — | Deklaracja Warszawska”.

Panie Przewodniczacy, Ekscelencje, Panie 1 Panowie,

Polska w petni zgadza si¢ z powyzszg diagnozg 1 podobnie widzi role laséw w poprawie jakosci zycia.

W tym gronie nie trzeba przypomina¢ o nadziejach ludzi, kierowanych do nas — odpowiedzialnych
za lasy: lasy majg stabilizowaé rozwé] ekonomiczny 1 chroni¢ przyrode, wzmacniaé produkeje rolng
1 rozwé] wsl, przyczyniaé sie do wyzywienia ludzkiej populacji, majg powstrzymaé pustynnienie,
rozstrzygaé o stanie réznorodnosci biologiczne] Ziemi, pochtaniaé wegiel z atmosfery 1 chronié

klimat, by¢ Zrédtem odnawialne; energi.
Czy 1stniejg bardziej ambitne 1 szlachetne wyzwania?
V Konferencja ,Warszawska” ma te wyzwania w naszej §$wiadomosci utrwali¢1 zobowigza¢ do dziatan.

Od pierwszej Konferencji Ministerialnej (Strasburg 1990) obserwujemy gruntowne zmiany zaréwno
w teorl jak 1 praktyce le$nictwa. Europejskie widzenie gospodarki lesnej poszerza role 1 kompetencje
le$nikéw poza granice lasu. Z ,producenta drewna” lesnictwo stato sie ekonomiczna, srodowiskows
1 spoleczng szansg trwalego 1 zrownowazonego rozwoju §wiata, alternatywg dla ekonomii wzrostu.

Energia 1 woda to dwa newralgiczne obszary cywilizacyjne, ktére bez laséw nie moga funkcjonowaé
poprawnie. Zwracamy uwage rzadom, ze w poszukiwaniu wyzsze] jako$ci zycia nalezy lepiej niz
dotychezas wykorzystac lasy 1 gospodarke lesng. Wyznaczone cele mozna tu osiaga¢ niskonakladowo
lub nawet bezinwestycyjnie.

Polska w pelni akceptuje 1aktywnie popiera stanowisko zawarte w obydwu Rezolucjach naszej

Komnferencj.

Najwiekszym wyzwaniem dla polskiego le$nictwa, mysle, ze nie tylko polskiego, jest uczynienie
z trwalego 1 zréwnowazonego zagospodarowania laséw procesu samofinansujgcego sie. SFM
(Sustalanble Forest Management) powinien si¢ oplacac. Potrzebne jest nowe podej$cie do problemoéw
ekonomicznych — produktem le$nictwa sg nie tylko dobra (np.drewno), ale réwniez ustugi 1 funkeje
lasu. Potrzebny jest rynek funkeji lasu. Taki, na przyktad, jaki tworzy Protokét z Kioto.

Dlatego dla laséw stanowigcych wlasnosé panstwa — jakich jest wiekszos¢ w Polsce — tak wazna
jest wspdtpraca miedzysektorowa oraz spoleczny nadzor 1 wspétudzial samorzadéw w zarzgdzaniu

lasam1 publicznymi.

Szerzej o problemach polskiego lesnictwa méwil wezoraj Dyrektor Generalny Laséw Panstwowych

na sesji Wielostronnego Dialogu (MSD).

Poland

Przemiany ustrojowe w okresie ostatniego dziesi¢ciolecia zmienily zasadniczo spoteczny wymiar
gospodarki lesnej w Polsce. Wytania sie przyszly kierunek rozwoju — le§nictwo blize] przyrody, a las
blizej czlowieka. Tworzy sie nowy wymiar zawodu le§nika — madrego zarzadey 1 opiekuna przyrody.
Stanow1 to réwniez wyzwanie dla edukacji zawodowej 1 systemdéw ksztatcenia.

Nie tylko w Polsce.

Pamietajmy: le$nictwo to inwestycja w przyszios§é: jesli jest trwale 1 zréwnowazone to nie przyniesie

bogactwa, ale poprawi jakos¢ zycia.

Miedzynarodowe ,miekkie” prawo podzielifo lasy na fragmenty 1zajeto si¢ nimi oddzielnie.
Wymienmy tylko trzy najwazniejsze regulacje: Konwenjce o Réznorodnosci Biologicznej, Konwencje
Ramowg o Zmianach Klimatycznych, Konwencje o Zwalczaniu Pustynnienia. Bez lasow 1le$nictwa
nie moglyby istnie¢. Lasy sg narzedziem ich realizacji. Podobnie jak dziesiatki innych regulacji
dotyczacych ochrony przyrody 1 srodowiska.

A przeciez las jest przyrodniczg jedno$cig. Funkcjonalnie jest niepodzielny. Jest systemem
podtrzymujacym zycie biosfery 1 prezentuje niepodzielng warto$§¢ obiektywna. Warto§¢é sama
w sobie. Niezalezng od biezgcych potrzeb obecnej generacyi.

Dlaczego role laséw 1lesnictwa w Europie zredukowano do rozwoju terenéw wiejskich, o czym
wydaja si¢ $wiadezy¢ niektére dokumenty UE?

Las jest wielowymiarowy. Jest elementem cywilizacyjnej rownowagi nie tylko na wsi.
Réwniez w miescie.
Réwniez w naszych umystach.

Nowe podejscie do laséw 1 gospodarki le$nej wyostrzylo cechy systemowe: rozdzielenie w czasie
1w przestrzeni inwestycjl od dochoddéw: dzisiejsze pokolenie inwestuje — a przyszte zbiera zyski;
zalesienia w goérach — chronig réwniny; my ponosimy koszty — a sgsiad zbiera korzys$ci. Taki jest
charakter leSnictwa: bez granic czasowych 1 barier w przestrzeni. Dlatego potrzebne sg wspdlne

1 obowigzujgce regulacje dotyczace ochrony laséw 1 zasad ich zagospodarowania.
Takie powinno by¢ przestanie Pan-Europejskiego Procesu do Europy.

Réwniez do §wiata.

Panie Przewodniczacy, Ekscelencje, Panie 1 Panowie,

Polska od samego poczatku uczestniczy w Ministerialnych Konferencjach na temat Ochrony Laséw
w Europie. Proces Paneuropejski, podobnie jak inne procesy regionalne, jest czeScig Planu Dziatania
UNFF (UNFF Plan of Action) 1 wdrazania IPF/IFF Propsals for Action.

Poczawszy od Rio de Janeiro, gdzie odrzucono Konwencje o Lasach, trwa spér o lasy na najwyzszych
szczeblach miedzynarodowych 1 krajowych. Od dziesieciolect pojawia sie pytanie, od ktérego Europa
nie uchyli sie ostrozng polityka miedzy krajami Pétnocy 1 Potudnia:

Jakie jest najlepsze rozwigzanie instytucjonalne, ktére zapewnitoby wstrzymanie wylesien w skali
$wiata 1 wprowadzito zasady SFM we wszystkich typach laséw?

Czy ,prawnie nieobowigzujgce” regulacje, zapowiedziane na 7 sesji UNFF w 2007 roku, wystarczg?
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Czy tego oczekuje planeta w obliczu klimatycznych ktopotéw 1 uszkadzania systemu podtrzymuja-
cego zycie?

Przypomne, ze Polska poczgwszy od 1996 roku wypowiadala si¢ za ustanowieniem prawnie
obowigzujacych regulacji 1 proponowata w pierwszym etapie opracowac takie regionalne regulacje
dla Europy. W istocie Europa takie regulacje juz posiada — dokumenty 1 rezolucje wypracowane

w Procesie Pan-Europejskim.

Dziekuje za uwage.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
English version

“Conditions of life on our planet are threatened and call for immediate action. European forests have a vital
role to play, as they can improve and benefit the quality of life and in particular contribute to climate change

mitigation, energy supply and water protection.”

The above message being addressed to Governments and communities of Europe 1s included in the
“Warsaw Declaration” — the major document of the 5 MCPFE Conference.

Mr. Chairman, Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Poland entirely agrees with the aforementioned diagnosis and perceives in a similar way the role of

forests in improvement of the quality of life.

Nobody 1n our circle needs recalling the expectations of people who have addressed us as those
responsible for forests: the forests have to stabilise economic development and protect nature,
strengthen the productive role and development of the rural areas, contribute to alimentation of
human populations, and have to prevent desertification, decide on the condition of Earth’s biological

diversity, absorb atmospheric carbon and protect climate, and yet be a source of renewable energy.
Indeed, no more ambitious and high-minded challenges could have existed.

The 5" “Warsaw” Conference has to consolidate these challenges in our minds and to make us
committed to the relevant actions.

Since the time of the first Ministerial Conference held in Strasbourg (1990) we could have noted
thorough changes in both theory and practice of forestry. Perception of the forest management as
seen from the European perspective has expanded the foresters’ role and competence far beyond
the forest boundaries. Beginning from the role of a “timber producer”, forestry has become the
global economic, environmental and social chance for sustainable development, thus forming an

alternative to the economy of growth.

Energy and water are two sensitive areas of human civilisation which are not capable to function
correctly alone, without forests. We bring to the attention of Governments that in seeking for a higher
quality of life the forests and forest economy have to be used in a way better than so far. The objectives
committed could be achieved with application of the low-cost and even zero-investment methods.

Poland fully accepts and actively endorses the standpoint included in both Resolutions of our
Conference.

Poland

In my belief, transformation of sustainable forest management into a self-financing process 1s the
task mostly challenging to the Polish and — I do believe — not only Polish forestry. SFM (Sustainable
forest Management) has to be cost-effective. New approach to economic 1ssues 1s needed — not only
sole goods (for example, timber), but also services and functions are the forest products. Thus,

a market of forest functions 1s necessary, for instance such like that established under Kyoto Protocol.

Therefore, for forest being the state-owned property — likewise the majority of forests in Poland
— the inter-sectoral cooperation on and social supervision over forests and collaboration with self-

governments on managing public forests are so important.

These 1ssues were in a more broad way addressed yesterday by Director General of the “State

Forests” National Holding during the Multi Stakeholder Dialogue (MSD) Session.

System transformation in the recent two decades changed decidedly the social dimension of forest
management 1n Poland. Forestry closer to nature and forest closer to humans — these approaches
have emerged as the future development trends. New dimension of the forester’s profession has
begun to form — 1.e. as a wise manager and protector of nature. That 1s also a challenge to the
professional education and training systems.

But not only in Poland.

Let us remember: forestry 1s an investment into future — where 1t 1s sustainable there 1t will bring

no fortune, however 1t will improve the quality of life.

The “soft” international law has divided forests into fragments and addressed separately each of
them. May I only mention the three most important regulations: the Convention on Biological
Diversity, the Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the Convention on Combating
Desertification. They could never act alone, without forests and forestry. Forests are the tool for their
implementation. And that refers also to dozens of other regulations concerning nature conservation

and environmental protection.

Indeed, forest 1s a natural unity. Being functionally indivisible it forms a system which sustains the
biosphere life and presents an objective integral value, as itself, irrespective of the current needs of

the present generation.

Why has the role of forest and forestry in Europe been only confined to development of the rural
areas? And yet certain Community documents seem to prove that.

Forest 1s a multidimensional system. It 1s a component of the civilisation equilibrium not only 1n

the rural, but also in urban areas.
And also in our minds.

New approach to forest and forest management has sharpened the the feature of the forest and
torestry system: decoupling in time and space of the investments from income means that the current
generation makes the investments, but the future one will collect the gains thereof; atforestation in
the mountain areas has to protect lowlands; we incur the costs — whereas our neighbour collects the
profits. Such 1s the nature of forestry: no time limits and space barriers. Therefore, the common and

mandatory regulations on the protection of forests and their management principles are required.
And just such has to be the message addressed to Europe by the Pan-European Process.

And also all over the world.
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Mr. Chairman, Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Poland from very beginning participates in the Ministerial Conferences on the Protection of Forest
in Europe. The Pan-European Process, likewise other regional processes, forms a part of the UNFF
Plan for Action and implementation of the IPF/IFF Proposals for Action.

Beginning from Rio de Janeiro, where Convention on Forest was rejected, the controversy about
forests 1s still continued on the highest international and national levels. For decades the questions

emerge which Europe cannot avoid by means of any careful policies between the countries of North
and South:

What 1s the best institutional solution which could provide for suppression of deforestation in
a global scale and introduction of the SFM principles into all types of forests?

Will the “legally non-binding” regulations, as envisaged on the 7" UNFF Session in 2007, be

sufficient enough?

Is 1t just what the planet expects when facing both the climate disturbances and the damage to the
life supporting system?

Let me recollect that since 1996, Poland has spoken for establishment of legally binding regulations
and proposed to develop 1n the first phase just such regulations for Europe. In fact Europe has
already had such regulations — the documents and resolutions worked out in course of the Pan-

European Process.

Thank you for your attention.

PORTUGAL

Mr. Rui Gongalves

Secretary of State for Rural Development and Forests
Ministry of Agriculture for Rural Development and Fisheries

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The countries engaged in the Ministerial Process on the Protection of Forests in Europe continue
to set an example to the world. This example 1s based on effective ways of cooperation, by agreeing
at Government level on voluntary commitments pursuing the conservation and sustainable

management of forests in Europe.

As far as Portugal 1s concerned the level of commitment towards this Process 1s as strong as 1t
was 1n the early nineties, when the MCPFE was launched. And our confidence in the merits of the

Process 1s as positive and enthusiastic as 1t was when we hosted the Lisbon Conference in 1998.

The challenges European forests face today are neither easier nor harder than the ones of the
nineties. They are different, perhaps more complex, but they remain as big and tough as they
were 1n the beginning of the Ministerial Process. Nevertheless, we recognise that the urgency to
give answers and solve problems is far more pressing than before. Everything seems to happen
taster. We are called to take action more often and in various fields simultaneously. Yet, our goal
remains the same: achieve Sustainable Forest Management, thus contributing to the sustainable

development of our societies.

Throughout the years, the flexible nature of this Process has been able to bring into MCPFE the
latest global concerns and commitments providing, afterwards, the correspondent and updated

European approaches.

Once again, in this 5" Ministerial Conference, we succeeded in tackling crucial topics for society
in general and for forests in particular. Indeed, when renewable energy sources are increasingly
important and when scarcity as well as excess of water becomes so frequent and with so devastating
consequences, Europe has to step forward and assume its share of responsibilities. Without
water and energy, life on Earth collapses. And forests and forest management can and do play
a determinant role in this challenge. In fact, forests act as a renewable energy source. And their

correct management contributes to protect water resources.

The commitments made under the Resolution “Forests, Wood and Energy” are perfectly in line
with the latest developments on that subject in Portugal. We too recognise the role of forests and
forest-based products in long term carbon sequestration. On the other hand, we are well aware
of the potential of forests biomass as a renewable energy source. By the end of this year, 13 new
forest biomass energy plants will be authorized. Their capacity corresponds to the production
of 100 MVA, with the total foreseen, by 2010, of 250 MVA'. This means that we are effectively
progressing in our commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by replacing fossil fuels by
renewable sources.

'MVA - Megavolts-Amperes
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But the mobilization of such a huge volume of biomass has for us an extremely relevant added-
value: we will be using forest fires’ energy. We will capture and use that energy by mobilising forest
biomass. And we will transform potentially dangerous energy into a very positive one. This 1s why
the location of the energy plants was chosen taking into account the fire risk.

By doing this, we will strive to decrease forest fire risk, a crucial line of work for Portugal, where,
lately, huge efforts have been made 1n reorganising and reinforcing national forest fires’ combat.
Local authorities have also joined this common struggle by elaborating Municipal Plans on the
Defence of Forests against Fires, a local instrument aiming at putting into action the guidelines set
within the National Plan on the Defence of Forests against Fires.

Being well aware that these efforts alone would not solve this recurrent problem, a comprehensive

reform 1s on-going, encompassing the reorganisation and planning of the Portuguese forest.

On the one hand, and covering the whole continental territory, twenty one regional plans on forest
planning have entered into force last year. They are the result of a broad participatory process where
the inputs from major actors 1n each of the twenty one regions have been taken into account. These
plans, which are sectoral instruments of territorial management, establish the main intervention

lines on the occupation and use of the forest areas for each region.

On the other hand, and as more than 80% of the Portuguese forest area 1s privately owned, the
concept of Forest Intervention Area has been launched in order to face another problem — the
fragmentation of forest ownership. By gathering small estates into viable forest management units,

we believe the conditions to progress towards forest sustainability are created.

We are confident that the articulation of all these planning instruments will contribute, in a decisive
way, to reduce the burnt forest area. The large forest destruction by fire registered in the last
decades has countless consequences in my country, reflected on huge economic losses, on social
impoverishment and land abandonment, and obviously on serious environmental impacts. Among

those, allow me to emphasise, the risk of floods and the progress of desertification.

Despite the fact that Portugal was pioneer in correcting the torrential regime by also using
afforestation techniques, the effect of fires on mountain areas has increased the risk of floods,
especially in the North. In the South and in the most continental regions of the country, on the
contrary, the problem is the desertification progress. Forests’ disappearance can be a fast occurrence
but rehabilitation of degraded land through atforestation measures takes a lot longer. The role of
forests and forest management in flood alleviation and 1n combating desertification and protecting

soil becomes unavoidable.

And this brings me to the timely development of the Resolution “Forests and Water “. For Portugal
the relevance of this topic is closely related to the provision of life conditions. In a country where
you can observe the consequences of either excess or lack of water just a few hundreds of kilometres
apart, you tend to realise that forests can and do make a difference. We also tend to realise that
when we promote the use of forest-based products, we are promoting forests and, therefore, we are
contributing not only to alleviate floods but also to combat desertification. To illustrate this idea,
allow me to share the leit motiv that circulated during last September Conference of the Parties of
the Convention to Combat Desertification: “use cork stops to stop desertification”.

Water 1s a worldwide 1ssue. And forests cannot be dissociated from it. Indeed, forests and water are
strongly interlinked and interdependent. And we all depend on them.

Portugal

No individual sectoral policy 1s able to envisage such complex 1ssues successfully. Cross-sectoral
coordination is crucial. Nor can a country by itself deal with forests, water, climate change and energy
in a complete and holistic manner. These are transboundary challenges, requiring international

cooperation.

This conduct, this notion of progressing 1s very well captured in the Warsaw Declaration. And
again, here, we realise that Portugal 1s also in the right path — in August 2006, the National Forest
Strategy was approved. This Strategy 1s much more than a reflection document on the forest sector,
1t sets the main lines and action plans, public and private, for the sector in the decades to come.
Society 1n general and all interested parties actively participated in its elaboration. This Strategy
addresses cross-sectoral linkages and 1s 1n line with the latest international commitments.

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Governments are not alone in accomplishing these tasks. For the successful implementation of
the necessary measures, the active involvement of all forest-related stakeholders 1s mandatory.
Complementarily, there 1s still room to strengthen the co-ordination and articulation with other
sectors whose policies interlink with the forest sector in order to ensure coherency in the decision
making processes. These are fundamental pre-requisites to achieve sustainable forest management,

our main goal.

Having said this, Portugal supports the General Declaration and the Resolutions that we have
before us and we are ready to sign them. We consider they provide a solid basis for the continuation
of our joint work. And I commit myself to engage all etforts in order to implement them at all levels

In my country.

In addition, we would like to welcome and support the Pan-European Forest Week. We consider 1t
sends a strong signal to the world, showing that European institutions and partners are willing to
work together 1n the promotion of forests and the forest sector. At the same time, 1t provides us an

excellent opportunity to jointly respond to global challenges and commitments.

Last but not least, we assoclate ourselves to the words of solidarity addressed especially to the
people of Greece so severely affected by forest fires this summer. Portugal has also faced similar
catastrophic events. Efforts to prevent forest fires must be further developed.

Finally, on behalf of Portugal, I would like to express the gratitude of my country and government
to the governments of Poland and Norway for having organised the Fifth Ministerial Conference in

Warsaw in such a pleasant way.

Thank you.
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REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Mr. Grubii Ghenadie

Head
Forestry Service and Forest Reganaration

I'n. Ilpencenares.
['my60oko yBakaeMble MUHHUCTPBI, IaMbl U TOCIIO/A.

Pecniybmka MomjoBa, SBISISICE CTpaHO# c1abo obecreyeHHO! JIECHBIMU pecypcaMu, OCTPO
OIIYIIAeT, OL[EHNBAET U OCO3HAET OCOOEHHYIO POJIb M 3HAYEHMeE JIECOB, a TaKKe HeOOXOIUMOCTh
UX PalMOHAJIBHOIO MCIONb30BaHUA. Ha HalMOHAIbHOM ypOBHE, CUUTAETCs, YTO HBIHEIIHHE
jeca, KOTopble 3aHMMalT okojao 10,7% TeppuTOpuUM CTPaHbI, HE B COCTOSIHMU OOECHevYuThb
HaJjIexkallee 3K0JI0rn4eckoe paBHOBeCHe, a U3-3a TOr0, YTO HAa OAHOTO XKUTENA IPUXOJATCSI MeHee
0,08 ra, OHM BHOCAT CJIMIIKOM MaJIeHbKHIl BKJIaJ B PellleHre CYIIeCTBYIOIUX MpobIeM COIMaabHO
— 9KOHOMUYECKOTO XapaKTepa.

OTu u npyrue coobpaskeHus JIETJIUM B OCHOBY pa3paboTku u yrBepkaenus Crparernu u ITnana
neiicTBuil B 00JaCTU YCTOWYUBOTO PAa3BUTHS JIECHOW OTPACIU CTPAHBI, HA BHEJPEHHE KOTOPBIX
HBIHE HaIlpaBJIEHBI BCE YCHUJIUSA TOCY/IapCTBA U OOIIeCTBa.

Ha HamuoHanpHOM YpOBHe, B ILIeJISIX YCTOWYMBOTrO JiecOmoib3oBaHus, Pecnybiaumka Mommosa
omnpenenuio A ceds psj 0O beKTUBOB, 2 UMEHHO:

B CoxpaHeHHe M yIy4lleHHe JJeCHOTO OMOIOTHYeCKOro pasHooOpasus;
B YBelMueHHe NPUPOJOOXPAHHOTO U OMONPOAYKTUBHOTO MOTEHIMAA €CTECTBEHHBIX JIECOB;

| CO3I[aHI/I€ HOBBIX JIECOB, B KOHTEKCTE Kuotckoro HpOTOKOJ’Ia 1 obneceHue HETpagupPOBaHHBIX
II04YB, a TaKXX€ HEIPUTOAHBIX JId CeJIbCKOXO035MCTBEHHOT O II0JIb30OBaHUA, C IIEJIbIO
pacliupeHus IIomaq J€COB U YBEJIUIEHUA YPOBHSA JIECUCTOCTU TEPPUTOPUU CTPAHDBI;

| PaL[I/IOHaHbHOG HCIIOJIb30BaHUE IIPOAYKTOB U yCJIYyT, IPENOCTABIIAAEMBIX JIECAMU;,

B YmeHbuieHnue o0bEéMa He3aKOHHBIX pY6OK U HeJonymeHue 3aroTOBKU APEBECHUHDBL HYTéM
UCTOIIUTEIBHOTO ITOJIb30BAHUA,

B YBenuueHue BKJIaJla JIECOB B pE€UICHUU HpO6HeM COUATIBHO — 3KOHOMUYECKOI'O opsAaKa,
U B YaCTHOCTU B UCKOPEHEHNN 6€,Z[HOCTI/I nT.nao.

KoneuHo, cymecTByeT MHOXKeCTBO IIpoOeM, pellieHue KOTOPhIX Ha IaHHbBIII MOMEHT 3aTPYAHEHO,
B OCHOBHOM H3-3a (pMHAHCOBOrO AedUIUTA XapaKTePHOTO I BCeX 3KOHOMHK I€PeXOTHOTO
nepuoja. OgHAKO, MOXXHO KOHCTaTUPOBATh C YJOBJIETBOPEHHUEM, UTO B CTPaHE Y>Ke CyIIeCTBYeT
60TaThIi OIBIT B 0OJIACTU BOCCTAHOBIICHM S, COXPAHEHM S, 9KOJIOTUIECKOM peKOHCTPYKIUH, OXPAHBI,
3alIUTBl U PALlMOHAJIBHOTO HCIOJIb30BaHUSA J1eCOB. TakxKe, AeIaeTCs MHOTO€ B HaIlpaBIEHUU
obJieceHus JerpaiMpOBAHHBIX IOYB, MOPA’KEHHBIX IPO3Meil, ONOJI3HEBBIMU MPOLECCAMA U T.J.,
U CyLIEeCTBYET ONTUMUCTUYECKASA HAJEXKA, YTO IPOLECCH AerpaJaliii II0YB OCTAaHOBATCA.

B wmexnayHapomHoMm 1iaHe, Pecmybnuka MonjgoBa pasgenser 03a004eHHOCTh, CBSI3aHHYIO
C IOCTOSIHHOM TEeHJEHIMell yMeHBbIIeHUs IUIOIaAu JIECOB, YHUYTOXKEHUs JIECHBIX 3KOCHUCTEM,
KOTOpBIE ABJIAIOTCA Hauboyiee BHYIIUTEIbHBIMU 3€MHBIMH IPUPOIHBIMU peCypcaMu U KOTOpBIe
cojiepakaT MaKCUMajabHOe Ouonorudeckoe pasHoobpasue.

Republic of Moldova

MpbI nojaep>KuBaeM U BBICOKO OIEHMBAeM YCHJIMSI MUPOBOTO COOOIIECTBA, B TOM YHUC/IE CTPaH
EBpomneiickoro Coro3a, OTHOCUTEIBHO YCTAaHOBJIEHUS O0INX 32129 ¥ KOHKPETHBIX I1eJIell, KOTOpbIe
npeaycMoTpenu Obl McUepIbIBaloN[e 0053aTeIbCTBA BCEX CTOPOH B HANPABICHUU COXPAHEHUS
U BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS JIECOB U UX YCTOWYMBOTO WCIOJB30BAaHUSA. B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUU CYUTAEM
HeOOXOUMBIM CTPYKTYPHOE yCUIeHUE MeXXJyHAPOTHOTO NaPTHEPCTBA IO JIeCaM U UCIIOJIb30BaHME
HAKOIUIEHHOTO OIIbITa B paMKaX 3TOTO.

Mpbl yBepeHBl M >KelaeM IOJYEePKHYTb, 4YTO IIPU IPUHATUU PELIIEHUH IO YCTOWYUBOMY
JIECONOJIb30BAHNIO, HEOOXOAMMO COOMIOJaTh CYBEPEHHOCTh BCEX CTpaH, C Y46€TOM UX
MEe>XyHapOJHBIX 0053aTeNIbCTB, a TAaKXKe MHTEPECOB COOOIIECTB M PAINYHBIX COIUATBHBIX CIIOEB,
B KayecTBe Ba’KHBIX KOHCEHCYAJbHBIX YCIOBUM IO yBeIMYeHHIO 3(P(PeKTUBHOCTH COBMECTHBIX
YCUINH.

B 3axmoueHuu >KejlaeM BBIPA3UTh HaJeXAy, 4Tto V-as Munucrepckas Kondepennus mno
CcOoXpaHeHHUIO J1ecoB EBpoOITbl, 0003HAYNUT KOPEHHO! MOMEHT B €BPOIIeIICKO M MUPOBOIl HOJIIUTHUKE,
O6ynet 3¢pdekTUBHO CIOCOOCTBOBATh OOBEAMHEHUIO OOIIMUX YCUINI U 0OecreduT 61aronpusiTHbIE
YCJIOBUS AJIsl COXPAHEHUs ¥ BOCCTAaHOBIIEHUS BCEX JIECOB.

Pecnybnuka MonpmoBa noanumer Bapmabckywoo Jleknapanuio, nepByio u BTOpylo BapiiaBckue
Pe3omonun.

bnaromapro 3a BHUMaHue.

Cnacub6o, I'u INpencenarens.
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Mr. Valery Roshchupkin

Head
Federal Forest Agency

YBaskaeMblif TOCIOJIUH TIpeJiceiaTeNb, YWICHBI JieJieraliuii, JaMbl U Tocro/a!

[Ipexxae Bcero, MO3BOJIbTE MPUCOEAMHUTHCS K paHee yKe MPO3BYYABIIMM OJIarOIapHOCTSM B
aJpec HAIKUX MOJIBCKUX KOJUIer 3a xopomywo pabory Cekperapuara KondepeHuun u, KOHEUHO
Ke, 3a IIpeKpacHyo opraHusanuio camoit Kondepenmuu.

Paspemmre KpaTko 06061UTh OCHOBHBIE Iaru Poccuiickoii @enepanyu B JeCHOM CEKTOPe MOcIIe
Hameil npeasiaynieil Kondepennuu B Bene.

B 3a npoue/ie rojbl Mbl U3MEHUJIU B KOPHE JIECHOE 3aKOHO/IaTeJIbCTBO, KOTOPOE OIpeIeIIIIO:
HOBYIO CUCTEMY JIECHBIX OTHOIIIEHUI, B OCHOBE CBOE€Il — rpa’kIaHCKO-IIPAaBOBBIX;
NPUHLINIHAIBHOE pacIIMpeHye IpaB cyObeKTOB derepanuy;

HOBBIIl TOPSMOK JOCTyIa K JIeCHOMY pecypcy, OOYCIOBIEHHBIH, MpeXae BCero,
VMHBECTULMOHHBIMU IPUOPUTETAMU;

OTBETCTBEHHOCTHL OM3Heca 3a BeJeHue JIECHOIO XO35IMCTBa.

B MHnummposana MacmrabHas ¢IporpaMMa JIECOBOCCTAHOBJIEHHS, B TOM 4YHCJIEe Yepe3
peayn3anuio NPOEKTOB TaK Ha3bIBA€MBIX «KHMOTCKUX JIECOB».

B YTOYHEHBI HPUOPUTETHI PA3BUTUS JIECOTPOMBIIIUIEHHOTO KOMILIEKCA C YIIOPOM Ha TITyOOKYI0
nepepabOTKy IpeBeCUHBI U, COOTBETCTBEHHO, PEaTM3aIMIO TPUOPUTETHBIX MHBECTUIITMOHHBIX
npoeKToB. OTHOBPEMEHHO Y>KeCTOYeHa JeCHasl TaMOYKeHHasl MOJIUTUKA.

| HpI/I HpHMOfI MoAAEPIKKE BBICIIETO PYKOBOACTBA CTPAHBI IPUHUMAKOTCA KOMIIVIEKCHBIE MEPbI
I10 MMPECEYCHUIO HE3AKOHHOTO o6op0Ta OPEBECCUHBI.

OTO najileko He McueplblBarouuii nepedeHb. OQHAKO Aa’ke U3 BBIIIECKA3aHHOTO OY€BHU/IHO, YTO
B Poccum pasBepHyTa OrpoMHas paboTa IO TepecTpoiike JecOyNpaBIeHUs, HMeouas
HallMOHAJIbHOE U MEX/AYHAapOAHOe 3HaueHHUe.

3a 2TH Xe roAnl Ipou3onuia pe3Kasa aKTUBU3AUA HAINIETO MEXKAYHAPOAHOTO COTPYAHUIECTBA ITO
JIECHBIM BOIIpOCaM.

B 2005 romy Poccusa uHuMnuupoBana 3amycK MeXAyHapoAHOTro Ipouecca «IIpaBonpumeHneHue
U ynpasieHue B jecHoM cektope» (DJIET) nmo Espone u CeBepHoil Asun.

B npomtom ropy Poccus crana nonnonpasabsiM wieHoM PAO OOH, a Ha 18-it ceccun Komurera
IO JIecaM BBICTYTIJIA C MHUIIMATUBON CO3JaHUSA CUCTEMBI TII00aTbHOTO JIECHOTO MOHUTOPHHTA.

Tpu Henmenu Ha3ajg MBI UMenu 4ecTh nNpuHMMaTh B CaHkT-IlerepOypre pykoBojguTeseil JeCHBIX
BEJJOMCTB HeBATH KPYIHEHIINX JeCHBIX CTPaH MUPA, TJe OOCYAMIU pAJl BaXKHEHIINX BOIPOCOB
rino6anpHOTO hopMara, B TOM YHCIIE IO B3aMMOCBSI3M JIECHOTO CEKTOpa M U3MEHEHMI KJIMMaTa.

Russian Federation

Poccwuiickast CTOpOHa CTajla MHULIMATOPOM IIPOBEIeHUS eXXerOJHbIX MeXXAyHaPOJHBIX IOHUOPCKUX
JIECHBIX KOHKYpPCOB. DOTa MHHUIMATHBa IOJy4YWIa MOJAEP>KKY MHOTIMX HAllMOHAJIBHBIX JIECHBIX
agMuHUCTpauuii, a Takske DAO OOH. [1pu 3TOM MBI UCXOIUM U3 TIOHUMAHUA, YTO NONYJIAPU3AL U
secHOro o6pa3oBaHus — 310 Haubosee 3¢ pexTuBHAS NHBECTUINS B OyayIiee.

Poccuiickue secONpOMBIIIIEHHbIE AaCCOIMAllMM B3sIIM  aKTUBHBIM KypCc Ha CONpsDKeHue
CTpaTernyeckux I1eseil, 3afad u CTPYKTYPBHI JIECHOTO KoMIulekca Poccun ¢ EBponeiickoii JecHOU
TexXHoJorudeckoi mwiatpopmoii («Bumerne-2030»).

Hecomuenno, EBporna siBisieTcss HalllUM CTpaTerH4ecKUM MapTHEPOM B MEXAYHAPOIHOM JIECHOM
cexktope. 80% eBponeiickux aecoB HaxoguTcsa B Poccun. MOXHO cMeo KOHCTaTUPOBATh, 4TO
Poccust pasBepHyIach JIUIIOM K NIaHBEBPOIEHICKOMY JIECHOMY IIPOLIECCY M TOTOBA B HEM UTPaTh
6osee aKTUBHYIO POJIb.

MpbI feTanbHO MPOAHAIM3UPOBAIN TeKCTHI BapiaBckoit [lekiapanuu, pe3oaonnii ¥ MUHUCTEPCKUX
3asBienuit Kondepennuu. Poccuiickas generanus Moaaep>KuBaeT ux.

[Tpu 3TOM CcyuTa0 HEOOXOJUMBIM AKIEHTUPOBATH 0COOOE BHUMAaHNEe MCIOJHHUTEIbHBIX OPraHOB
Kondepennun Ha BaXHOCTh BBIpaOOTKHM peanuctudHoi Paboueit [TporpaMmel Ha cienyromue
4 ropa, cOQITAHCMPOBAHO YYHUTHIBAIOIIEH WHTEPEeChl CTOPOH M BO3MOKHOCTH peasn3alUu
IPUHUMaeMBbIX 00sI3aTeIbCTB, C IMTOCJIEAYIOMIeH OIeHKO! UX Pe3yJbTaTUBHOCTH.

MbI rOTOBBI aKTHBHO ee MOJAAEpPKaTh M B 3TOM KOHTEKCTe MMeeM 4eCThb MpOuH(GOPMHUPOBATH
BaC O CJIEAYIOMIMX POCCUIICKMX WHHUIMATHBAX, CBSI3aHHBIX C O3BYYEHHBIMU HPUOPHUTETAMHU
Koudepennuu:

8 KOHmMmeKcme Muuucmepcxoeo 3a5a68./4eHUs N0 AeCHbIM noxcapam:

Poccusi TOTOBa aKTMBU3MPOBATh COTPYIHUYECTBO MO (OPMHUPOBAHUIO MEXAYHAPOIHO-
CONPSDKEHHOM CHCTeMBl PETHOHANTBHBIX IIEHTPOB JIECOMOXXaPHOTO MOHUTOPUHTA U OBICTPOTO
pearupoBaHUs.

8 konmexcme Munucmepckozo 3asa6aenusn no Ilanveeponeiickoi aecHotl Hedene:

Poccus roToBa IpOBECTH MeXAyHAPOAHYI0 KOH(epeHIUI0 BBICOKOTO YPOBHs «Jlec u Knumat» ¢
aKIIeHTOM Ha MHHOBAIlMM, UHBECTUIIMH U Pa3BUTHE KaJApPOBOIO IOTEHIMala B JIECHOM CEKTOpe
mia 3¢ }eKTUBHON ajanTanuyu K u3MeHeHUAM Kiaumara. (MHTepec K 3TOMY IpeaoXXeHUIO yKe
nposBu Beemupsbiii 6ank 1 @AO OOH, a Takke HamM NapTHEPHI U3 KPYHMHEHIINX JIECHBIX
CTpaH MHupa.)

6 koHmekcme Bapwaeckoit Jlekaapauuu no paszdeay «Iaobasvro-peeuonarsHoe
COmpyoOHUUecmeo u napmuepcmear:

Poccusa mpepnaraer mposectu Ha cBoeir Teppuropuu B 2010 romy coBMecTHOe 3acelaHue
EBpomneiickoii u A3natcko-Tux0OKeaHCKOW permoHanbHbIX JecHbIX Komuccuii PAO. (C yyeTom
cBOero reorpaduyeckoro moyoxkeHusi Poccusi roTroBa BEICTYIUTH B POJIM aKTUBHOTO MPOBOJHMUKA
U KaTaJau3aTopa B3aUMHBIX JIECHBIX MHTEPECOB aHbEeBPONENCKOro U a3MaTCKOTO PEerMOHOB.)

B cocraB npuopurerHbix HanpasieHuit Paboueit [Tporpammsl KondepeHnuu npepnaraeM Takxe
BKJIIOUUTH CJIEAYIOLIMe IPaKTUYeCKUe 3ala4yu:

B pas3paboTka pernOHAIBHBIX IPOrPaAMM 10 MUHUMH3ALUH IIOCJIEACTBUI MaCCOBOTO YChIXaHUS
6opeaTbHBIX M YMEPEHHBIX JIECOB, YBSI3aHHBIX C MEXKAYHAPOITHBIM II€PETOBOPHBIM IIPOLIECCOM
110 U3MEHEHUIO KIMMaTa;
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B COBEpLIEHCTBOBAHME U TapMOHM3alUs MeXaHU3MOB IUIAHUPOBAHUA JOITOCPOYHBIX
VHBECTUIMI B JJeCHOM ceKkTope EBponsl («JJoposkHas KapTa» U «JlecHast TeXHOJOTUYeCcKas
wiathpopMmar);

B OCYILIeCTBJIEHHE IeJeBbIX EeBPOMEHCKUX IPOTPAMM IEePenoOATrOTOBKU KaJpOB JIECHOTO
CeKTopa (110 MHEHUIO BCeX YYACTHUKOB POCCHUIICKOTO JIECHOTO OU3HEeca — 3TO CaMbIil OCTPBIN
NPUOPUTET ISl Pa3BUTUS OTPACIH).

B 3akiroueHue, MO3BOJIbTE TIOKEJATh HAIIUM HOPBEXKCKUM KOJUIETaM VCIIEXOB U yJAaudu
B KOOpAMHAIMK pabOThl HA HOBOM 3Talle Hallero MaHBEBPOIEHCKOro JIECHOTO IIpoliecca.
Poccuiickass @enmepanusi roToBa aKTUBHO cOTpyaHu4aTh ¢ CekperapuatoM B OCIO U CO BCeMu
3aMHTEePECOBAHHBIMU CTOPOHAMHU B ee 3PpdeKTUBHON peann3aluu.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
English version

Esteemed Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I am pleased to join previous speakers in expressing sincere gratitude to our Polish
colleagues for the smooth operation of the MCPFE Liaison Unit, and, certainly, for the excellent

organization of the Conference itself.

Let me briefly summarize Russia’s main steps in its forest sector since our last Ministerial
Conference in Vienna.

B Opver these years, we have fundamentally revised our forest legislation that introduced:
a new system of forest relations, based on civil law;

substantial expansion of forest management rights for the constituent regions of the Russian

Federation;
new framework for forest resource allocation, driven primarily by investment priorities;
definition of private sector responsibilities in forest management.

B large-scale reforestation program was initiated, including, among other things, projects for
establishment of the so-called ‘Kyoto forests’.

B Our priorities for forest sector development have been redefined with an emphasis on value-
added wood processing and, accordingly, on the priority forest investment projects. At the

same time, the forest customs policies have been tightened.

B Backed by direct support from the country’s top leadership, we have been able to launch
comprehensive interagency measures to combat illegal timber trade.

This 1s certainly not an exhaustive list. But even this clearly demonstrates that Russia has embarked
upon a vast array of activities to restructure its forest management systems, which bears major
national and international significance.

Over the same years, we have rapidly increased the scope and intensity of our international forest

cooperation.

Russian Federation

In 2005, Russia initiated the launch of an international process to improve Forest Law Enforcement

and Governance 1n Europe and North Asia (ENA-FLEG).

Last year, Russia became a full-fledged member of the FAO, and at the 18 Session of its Committee
on Forestry, we put forward an 1nitiative to develop a global forest monitoring system.

Three weeks ago, we had the pleasure of hosting, in St. Petersburg, forestry agency leaders from the
nine largest forest countries (‘Megallorestais’) to discuss a number of issues of global significance,
including interaction of the forest sector and climate change.

The Russian side also became the initiator of annual International Junior Forester Competitions.
This 1dea has already gained support from many national forest administrations and also from the
FAO. We based these efforts on our strong belief that promotion of forest education and training
1s one of the most efficient investments in the future.

Russia’s forest industry associations are now actively pursuing efforts to align the strategic goals,

objectives and structure of our forest sector with the European Forest-Based Sector Technology

Platform (‘Vision—2030’).

Europe 1s clearly a strategic partner of Russia in the international forest sector. Eighty percent of
Europe’s forest 1s located in Russia. One can firmly state that Russia has turned its face to the Pan-
European forest process and is ready to play a more proactive role in it.

We have carefully reviewed the drafts of the “Warsaw Declaration’, Resolutions and Ministerial

Statements of the Conference. The Russian delegation endorses them.

At the same time, I would like to draw special attention of the MCPFE working bodies to the
importance of developing a realistic Work Programme for the next four years that would carefully
balance the interests of participants with the likelithood of implementation of assumed commitments,

to be followed by an evaluation of their effectiveness.

We are ready to actively support its development and, in this context, we are pleased to inform you
of the following Russian initiatives in relation to the priority areas discussed by the Conference:

in relation to the Ministerial Statement on Forest Fires,

Russia 1s ready to engage in a more intensive cooperation towards developing an internationally

connected network of regional forest fire monitoring and rapid response centres.

in relation to the Ministerial Statement on the Pan-European Forest Week,

Russia 1s ready to host a high-level International Conference on Forests and Climate that would
tocus on forest sector innovations, investments and human resource capacity building for purposes
of effective adaptation to climate change. This proposal has already aroused interest on the part
of the World Bank and the FAO as well as our partners from the largest forest countries of the
world.

in relation to the Warsaw Declaration’s provisions on Global-Regional Cooperation and
Partnerships,

Russia is prepared to host, in 2010, a joint meeting of the FAO European and Asia-Pacific Forestry
Commissions. Taking advantage of its geographical location, Russia 1s ready to serve as an active
promoter and catalyst of mutually beneficial forest interests of the Pan-European and Asia-Pacific
Regions.
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We also propose to include the following practical tasks in the list of high-priority directions of the
MCPFE Work Programme:

B Develop regional-scale programmes to mitigate the consequences of the mass-scale mortal-
ity in boreal and temperate forests and ensure their stronger interaction with international
climate change negotiations;

B Enhance and harmonize strategic planning tools for long-term forest sector investments in
Europe (e.g. Forest Industry Roadmap and Forest-Based Sector Technology Platform); and

B Implement targeted European programmes for forest sector retraining (all stakeholders in the
Russian forest industry agree that this takes highest priority for the future sector development).

In conclusion, I would like to turn to our Norwegian colleagues to wish them success in coordi-
nating our work at the new stage of the Pan-European forest process. The Russian Federation 1s
committed to actively cooperate with Liaison Unit Oslo and with all interested parties towards the

effective implementation of these efforts.

SERBIA

Mr. Danilo Golubovié¢

State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great pleasure to be able to participate on this conference aiming to show the extent in which
the survival of human kind on this planet which 1s our only home depends on our own actions and
our relation towards the natural resources. This 1s especially important when we have in mind that
1in our European region in the last couple of years we have witnessed great floods, droughts and fires
whose scope and intensity are set to destroy the heritage of human kind and thoroughly alter the
way of life of the population in the endangered areas. Only in Serbia, 33 000 hectares of forests and
forest land suffered from forest fires this year.

The forest ecosystems represent one of the key conditions of our survival and the unique natural
resource whose contribution to the general welfare 1s difficult to acknowledge in the complete
and just manner. Thus, the significance of this conference in acknowledging and evaluating forest

contributions to the contemporary man is immense.

The significance of forests in this sense and all of its formally acknowledged and yet not fully
acknowledged functions 1s recognized in our country as well. In the recent years, in the difficult
period of transition and struggle to preserve its own sovereignty, Serbia invested significant efforts
in the field of forests and forestry, environmental protection and nature protection.

The numerous 1nitiated processes aim at the capacity building and institutional development on
the national level in the aim of facilitating implementation of the obligations taken over on the

regional and global level.

Serbia adopted the set of strategic documents with a significant influence on the forestry sector
which, through the National Development Strategy, set the objectives and proposed the measures for
the protection and improvement of forests and forestry. The elaboration of the new legal framework
for the forestry sector 1s under way. It 1s aimed to put the strategy designations into practice with
tull respect, primarily, for the forest sustainable development concept, as well as the needs of the
population dependant on forest, the needs of the rural development and nature protection, all in
accordance with the national characteristics.

The future National forestry action program will define the necessary measures and resources for
the realization of planned objectives and thus contribute to the fulfillment of the part of obligations

emanating from the documents we are taking over today.

Serbia 1s an active participant in all the international processes related to forest and environment
on the global and regional level which was undoubtedly confirmed by the recent organization of the

6" Ministerial conference “Environment for Europe” from 10-12 October in Belgrade.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Serbia gladly accepts the signing of the documents of the Fifth Ministerial
Conference on the protection of forests in Europe. The general declaration and two resolutions, in
whose elaboration we participated, express the aspirations of the citizens of Serbia and the forestry
sector for the increase of the forest area, protection and improvement of the existing forests.
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We are the witnesses of the insufficient respect and acknowledgement of the significance of forests
and forestry and the neglect of the forest contribution to the welfare of the population, mitigation of
the effect of climate changes, conservation and improvement of the water quality and quantity, but
also to the fulfillment of the spiritual and cultural needs of the contemporary man. In this respect,
we think that the further work on the elaboration of more precise methodologies for evaluation of
all forest functions is necessary.

Serbia will continue to be an active participant in this significant process and put all the effort in
imprinting the 1dea and concepts of the forest sector sustainable development in the minds of people —
from politicians to young generations whom we owe to leave the better and healthier environment.

SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Mr. Miroslav Jurena

Minister
Ministry of Agriculture

Excellencies, Distinguished Colleagues Ministers, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great honour for me to address on behalf of the Slovak Republic the Fifth Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe in the historical city of Warsaw. Let me thank
to our hosts from Poland for an excellent organization of the conference and making of creative

atmosphere needed for the successful course of the conference.

Going back to the seventeen years old history of the Ministerial Conferences process, the theme
of forest-human relationship was discussed many times. The 5™ Ministerial Conference brings us
an important message with regard to the future. Forests for the quality of life of people 1n Europe,
1t 1s the message which we would like to present to the broad public audience through proposed

declaration and the resolutions.

Forests played in Slovakia an important role within living memory, presently they cover 42% of
the territory of Slovakia. The mountainous areas cover 70% of our country. Such a conditions
highlight a very important tasks of forests for maintaining the quality of life for rural as well as
urban communities. Regarding the sustainable forest management we have achieved positive
results especially within the area of preservation and protection of the genetic resources as well as
biodiversity conservation. These results are backed by the continuous increase of the forest cover,
out of which 60% of the forests are natural and 5% 1s covered by primeval forests. Relatively high
degree of preservation of the natural structure of the forests in the Slovak Republic 1s reflected in

their significance for the rural development and landscape and nature conservation.

The quarter of the total area of the Slovak Republic belongs to the habitats which European
professional community recognized as rare biotopes in the frame of Natura 2000 network. This
high proportion means to us the commitment of maintaining and protection of biodiversity not
only for the citizens of the Slovak Republic, but for the citizens of the whole Europe and other
regions of the world too.

Our task 1s to manage and protect the forests in a way, which ensures the biodiversity of the
ecosystems as well as enables the provision of the goods and services needed for improving the
quality of human life.

Slovak Republic will support such initiatives and by this contribute to the increased competitiveness
and vitality of the European forest sector with the final aim to protect and rationally use the natural

resources.

Slovak forestry may provide a broad scale of contributions to the international forestry dialogue.
From many of them I mention the rich traditions of science and education, management of the
forests with high degree of naturalness and biodiversity together with continual secured supply of
quality wood raw material within the complex geopolitical conditions of Central Europe. Those as
well as other experiences may forestry of the Slovak republic offer as an example of application of

the sustainable forest management 1n practice during three centuries.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, we support the adoption on Ministerial Declaration, Resolutions and State-
ments, we are prepared to implement them to our national strategies, programmes and 1initiatives.
The importance of these documents for us 1s considered 1n two ways. On the first side, they again
confirm the unity of European countries and ability of consensus in formation of the strategies for
management of forest resources and on the other side they address and clarify the significance of
the forests for contemporary society and its future development. In the content of the documents
we especially value the proactive approach for solutions on the raising demand for ecological and
soclal functions of the forests, creation of the conception for policy integration of forests and water
as well as the proposals for the measures aiming at the continually growing demands for wood as
renewable and ecological raw material for the various aims use.

We appreciate the Ministerial Statement on the Pan-European Forest Week 2008, which will en-
able effective means of information and inclusion of public to the questions of forest protection
and management in Europe as well as the initiative directed towards the integration of partnership
relations with international organizations such as FAO, UNECE Timber Committee and others.
We also fully support and join to the results of the 7™ Session of United Nations Forum on Forests,
where the will of the world community for joint approach in the application of sustainable forest
management principles all over the world was reflected.

This year conference 1s again providing us the possibility to state the strategies for the future
management of forests. The importance of forests lies in the provision of various essentials includ-
ing water, necessary for the preservation of the human life not only in our region but on the whole
Earth. Our common obligation and commitment 1s to protect the forests and approach them with
such a responsibility as to ourselves.

In the end of my statement, let me wish all the best to the colleague of mine, the Minister from the
Kingdom of Norway for taking the role of the organizer of the next ministerial conference. I believe
that Slovak specialists will also contribute with their share to our common effort for maintaining
and protecting the forests for the present and future generations. In relation to this, let me present
the interest of the Slovak Republic to be the host of the 8" Ministerial Conference on the Protection
of Forests in Europe.

Thank you for your kind attention.

SLOVENIA

Mr. Iztok Jarc

Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food

Ladies and Gentlemen, Fellow Ministers,

The importance of forests and forestry for the quality of life for present and future generations
1s growing 1n Europe and worldwide. Environmental, economic and social forest functions are be-
coming more and more interlinked. The concept of sustainable forest management, which has
been developing within the Pan-European Ministerial Process of Protection of Forests in Europe so
successfully, was officially recognised as the most appropriate means of achieving the Four Global
Objectives on Forests this year at the United Nations Forum on Forests. We should be aware of the
positive impact our process has had on the global forest policy dialogue so far and should therefore
continue playing an active role in future also. With the Warsaw Declaration we have a clearly de-
fined program to follow in this respect.

The topics of the Warsaw Resolutions, namely Forests, Wood and Energy as well as Forests and
Water very well correspond to the challenges in both energy and environment sectors that are high
on political agendas for our common future.

In Slovenia, where forests, with nearly 60 percent of the land area, represent an environmentally
beneficial landscape component and have been managed 1n a close-to-nature way for decades, the
guidelines developed under the Warsaw Resolution I are of particular importance. Mobilization of
wood especially from private forests, which prevail in our county, 1s a challenge, which deserved
particular attention in our national forest program, which we have just been reviewing and 1s due
tfor adoption in the Parliament. The fossil fuel substitution effects of wood in comparison to other
raw materials could still be exploited much more efficiently, especially 1f wood products were given
priority and 1if recovered wood was used for energy. Some studies show that in Slovenia the forest
sector could potentially contribute 30 percent to CO, (carbon dioxide) emissions reduction,

Water management 1n the changing climate, where periods of drought on one hand and intense
precipitations causing floods, landslides and torrents on the other are apparently becoming much
more frequent, is very much connected to the management of forests. Highlighting this connection
in the context of economic valuation 1s another very important message we are sending by signing
the Warsaw Resolution II.

Advocating functions of the forests, which otherwise stand and grow quiet, 1s nowadays very im-
portant in order to gain adequate support for their rather complex management, where numerous
actors and interest groups are included. We see the Pan-European Forest Week, which will be organ-
1sed 1n 2008, as a great opportunity, which should have an impact on the target groups not only on
the European, but also on national and sub-national levels. We also think 1t 1s important to include

all interested parties 1n this dialogue.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The MCPFE process has so far, thanks to the hard work accomplished by Finland, Portugal,

Austria and Poland with collaboration of us all, brought excellent documents on nearly all aspects
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of sustainable forest management. We would therefore support the idea to begin, building on
commitments of all Ministerial Conferences, a new process of preparation of a legally binding
instrument on sustainable forest management in Europe, having in mind the potential impact such
an instrument could have on the global forest dialogue.

We would like to congratulate the Polish colleagues for the efficient coordination, which resulted in
the highly relevant and important Warsaw documents we are signing today and wish the Norwegian
colleagues to succeed 1n an equally, 1f not even more important task.

Thank you.

SPAIN

Mr. Jose Luis Herranz Sdez

Director-General for Biodiversity
Ministry of Environment

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s for me an honour to take the floor on behalf of Spain in this forum that represents all European
countries’ commitment for the conservation and sustainable management of our common
forest heritage. Mainly I would want to congratulate the hosts of this Conference for its perfect

organisation.

It 1s to be highlighted the great interest Spain attaches to global and regional forest policy, so
that Fourth International Conference on Wildfire that took place in Sevilla last may, or Eighth
Conference of the Parties to UNCCD 1n Madrid last September could be mentioned. Also, in the
same line, my country not only supports but co-sponsored the UN Resolution that Establishes
2011 as International Year of Forests, and we are looking forward to co-operate very close with
Norway in the celebration of the 6™ Ministerial Conference for the Protection of Forests in Europe

and remain committed to organise and host the 7" Conference in Spain.

I also have the personal satisfaction to come to this Conference with our homework done since the
last one in Vienna, four years ago. The forest planning instrument at national level approved by
our Government, denominated as Spanish Forest Plan, 1s currently in implementation, as well as
a Strategy for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity. The first stage of this
implementation has been a new Forest Act that 1s already in force, which 1s called to get, in the long

run, the Sustainable Forest Management 1n our country.

In these conditions, noting that the Work Programme that was approved after Vienna Conference
has been completed, and that Strasbourg, Helsinki, Lisbon and Vienna Resolutions continue at
good speed 1n their implementation both at Spanish scale and in many European countries, and
noting also that indicators are evolving in a way that seems that forest area and 1ts management are

improving simultaneously in Europe, we have reasons to feel optimist.

Nevertheless, the main optimistic factors are not so the good results obtained up to now, important
with no doubt, as the fact that we do not feel satisfied and remain awake to the emerging challenges
and threats that are coming over our forests; a proof of this 1s that we are today here, reinforcing
our co-operation and taking new commitments for the protection and sustainable management of

our forests.

In this sense, I can say 1t has been a satisfaction for us joining the GCC after the Vienna Conference.
We are really grateful to the Polish, Norwegian and in special our Austrian colleagues, that are
leaving the group, for their understanding, and for their friendliness. It 1s time to say we will
continue working with them and at the same time we are looking forward a new stage towards the
next future.

For Southern European country like Spain, with a particular climatic and soil conditions, both
Resolutions we are to sign in this Conference are equally important. The promotion of woody

biomass use that we are doing in the first one means that all the energy lost in the forest when
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this biomass 1s burning out of control, should be used to combat climate change, so at the same
time we get greenhouse gases net emissions reduction, while enhancing the sinks, protecting forest
existence 1n an even more nappropriate climate. It 1s clear that, for Spain, fight against climate
change 1s the fight against dessert advance.

And the relationship between forests and water, that lead us to the payment for environmental
services, 1n a country that 1s suffering droughts and floods almost every year, increasing in terms of
frequency and intensity, 1s equally important.

Our contribution both to these Ministerial Conferences and to Millennium Development Goals 1s
to be achieved 1n this respect through the specific tasks of the United Nations Office for the Water
Decade, opened in Zaragoza — Spain — last October.

I also want to take this opportunity to invite all countries to participate in the next International
Exhibition, which theme 1s “Water and Sustainable Development”. Its objective is strengthen the
essential role of water for people so they know, from the environmental point of view, the importance of
this resource integrated management, water ecosystems, drought, water in the most extreme of its
features, soil erosion, desertification, and forests as water cycles regulator.

For all these, we are hopeful seeing that European countries meet once again in this Conference at
so high level represented, to make steps forward 1n these directions, and also to make sure our firm
will and commitment to continue together our way towards sustainably managed forests all along

Europe.

This process, that begun even before Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit, 1s also seen as an example
by other regions, some of which are today with us as observers, and, as 1s demonstrated in this

Conference, has not lost the impulse received in 1990.

Coming to the end, knowledge, planning, co-operation, conservation and enhancement of biological
diversity, multifunctionality, information and awareness increase and continuous monitoring are the
basis of sustainable forest management of our forests, built on the will to carry out the commitments

taken, that I understand shall be the ultimate objectives of this Conference.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

SWEDEN

Mr. Rolf Eriksson

State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture

Honorable Ministers and Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Swedish Government I would like to thank Poland for your invitation to this
ministerial conference. As a host nation for this conference’s secretariat you have done an excellent

work since the last conference which took place in Vienna in 2003.

We appreciate the work which has been done during these years and the process 1s a proof of a good

and long co-operation.

The themes of the ministerial declaration and the two resolutions that we will agree on during these
two days, show that the MCPFE process 1s capable of tackling today’s most topical challenges in
torestry and forest policy in Europe. Sweden appreciates that this process 1s able to follow the
tast developments we are facing in today’s world and takes needed actions. In our opinion this
approach 1s a good way of working i1f we want to stay in the frontline of sustainable development.

Our renewable forest resources give us a perfect opportunity to market our important sector.

Over the past decade numerous regional and sub-regional processes in different policy areas and
sectors have been developed that are of interest of the forest sector. One example 1s the regional
energy co-operation named BASREC. The regional and sub-regional approaches are natural
developments because of various climate conditions, interests and traditions in different parts of
Europe.

We have now reached a stage where we should start to make better use of these well functioning
networks and pools of expertise. Forestry and forest policy affect and are affected by a complex set
of changes in our society and policy areas, which means that this kind of cooperation 1s needed.
A globalized world, the increased urbanization and “quarterly economy” requires adaptation from
all sides. We need to coordinate actions. Next year, for example, working programs will be prepared
by the MCPFE, the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization and the United Nation’s
Economic Commission for Europe. Here, we have a good possibility to match the parallel working
programs. If we synchronize joint working programs and strategies we will make the outmost use
of the various organizations and their comparative advantages. Also the sub-regional input 1s
important and will strengthen the MCPFE process. The coming years should also be used to fully
market this coordinated and well prepared forest cluster outside our sector and 1n this way enhance
the preconditions for better cooperation with other sectors.

Climate change and the need to find substitution for decreasing reserves of fossil fuels have led to
an accelerating need of bioenergy production. Measures how to increase production and harvest
of biomass in a sustainable way are good examples where we need to join forces in wider circles.
Further on, we should use this opportunity to diversity supply and in addition take our responsibility
fighting climate change.

Forest biomass has once again shown its potential in reaching new solutions. Sweden 1s today

targeting increased forest production without consuming our natural resources. It 1s necessary that
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we are able to meet the demands of an increased use and production of bioenergy and still have
a competitive forest industry. Of course, this means challenges such as safeguarding biodiversity,
our cultural heritage and recreation possibilities.

Sweden has along tradition in sustainable forest management, although the way we define
sustainability changes over time. We established the first version of the forestry act already in
1903 and we carried out our first forest inventory already in the 1920’s. In the present forestry act,
biomass production and environmental objectives are given equal importance.

The MCPFE process has been an important player in defining the framework for sustainable forest
management and thereby strengthening forestry and forest policy in all European countries. It
has been going on for more than 15 years. Knowing the importance of adapting today’s and future
challenges; Sweden feels that it 1s time to review what has been done and on the basis of this move
forward. We would like to call on an external review of this process in 2008, to find out what added
values 1t has delivered. We should 1dentify the lacks and means of success. On the basis of this, we

can propose correcting measures and needs for reformation, 1f needed.

I am looking forward to the continuation of the MCPFE work and wish our neighbor country Norway
good luck 1n 1ts work as the host country during the coming years.

Thank you.

SWITZERLAND

Mr. Andreas Gotz

Vicedirector
Federal Office for the Environment

Esteemed Minister Mr. Jan Szyszko,
Esteemed Minister Mr. Terje Ruis-Johansen,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Swiss Government, I would like to thank our hosts for their invitation and hospitality.
I would also like to thank the Polish and Norwegian governments for the great dedication shown
in the implementation of the Resolutions of the Fourth Ministerial Conference in Vienna. Let me
express our special thanks to the members of the “Liaison Unit” for the outstanding co-operation
over the past four years and the excellent preparation of this conference. A lot has happened in
the forestry sector since Vienna. At the time forestry experts correctly predicted just how strongly
factors arising from other economic and political sectors can affect the forest. These include rising
energy prices, climate policy imperatives and soclety’s everincreasing requirements of the forest.
All of these influences fundamentally alter the basic operating conditions of the forestry sector.
Moreover, they engender new conflicts that we must deal with. But this 1s nothing new for foresters.
Sustainable forest management has always constituted the art of striking a balance between wide-
ranging needs and requirements. And Switzerland 1s ready and willing to make an important
contribution to the sustainable management of the resource forest in Europe.

Demand for coniferous wood as a high quality and sustainable construction material and for
deciduous wood as a valuable renewable energy source has become much stronger again. Things are
afoot again in the forest: in our own densely populated country, we have noticed that the generation
of “credibility” and “trust” in the forestry sector 1s emerging as a central challenge. In our view, what
works 1n this context 1s participative planning processes that involve the local population and create
regionally-supported planning bases. A partnership-based approach to planning 1s also gaining in
significance 1n relation to the long-term safeguarding of the wide-ranging functions of the forest.
Thus, in Switzerland, we are currently working on the development of an ecological safety net in the
form of basic requirements for close to nature silviculture.

The influence of climate change on the forests and forestry strategies for the reduction of the risks
assoclated with natural hazards have also become key topics for us. The traditional role of the
forests in hazard prevention has been highlighted once again against the background of the flood
events of recent years. The filter effect of the forest in the production of high-quality drinking
water has also become a focus of attention in recent times. The key question here 1s how optimum
groundwater protection can be provided and who pays for it, in particular at a time when wood
utilization has become more attractive than it was for many years. Thus, intersectoral cooperation

with the water suppliers 1s also gaining 1n significance 1n this area.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

A solid foundation was laid for co-operation on the protection of forests in Europe through the
previous four ministerial conferences. Even if it 1s very ambitious, the aim of comprehensive
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sustainability in the forest, which takes the ecological, economic and social requirements of society
into account and on an equal footing, must continue to be seen as valid. From the perspective of
Switzerland, the MCPFE has set some significant milestones over the past 16 years. This process is
taken seriously in the context of international forest policy as it continually provides opportunities
to approach and foster critical topics and 1ssues 1n great detail. On behalf of the Swiss Government,
I would like to assure you of our continuing participation and political support. We shall give our
tull backing to the development of an effective programme of work, the continuation of the work
that has already been initiated and the implementation of the Warsaw resolutions.

The MCPFE makes 1t possible to pool strengths, develop innovative solutions and boost our profile
as a sector. With a view to reinforcing, Looking at the future of MCPFE, Switzerland first of all
supports the planned Pan-European Forest Week due to take place next year. The week should
reinforce the synergies that exist with the other forestrelevant European processes and help to
resolve key forestry issues on an increasingly intersectoral basis. In case the pressures on the
European forests due to the changing context 1s further increasing, it might be worthwile to assess
the 1dea of an European Convention on Forests brought forward by Austria.

Thank you very much.

TURKEY

Mr. Osman Kahveci

General Director of Forestry
on behalf of

Mr. Veysel Eroglu

Minister of Environment and Forestry

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Ministers,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s my gratitude and privilege to address this Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection
of Forests in Europe. I am certain that the conference will be as valuable as the previous four
ministerlal conferences.

Forestry in Turkey, 1s very deep rooted and forests are well known for their contribution to basic
human needs and to the stability of life support systems. Yet they need greater recognition of
their potential in provision of much more services. I am sure that the theme of this conference
and the resolutions will help us in demonostrating the multiple dimensions of forests beyond their

conventional products and services.

We have spent alot effort in meeting the challenges of a growing and evolving population,
particulary, as a response to the Lisbon Conference, we have given priority to the social functions
of forests. The establishment of over 60 urban forests around highly populated cities 1s one of the
example of our actions. The number of recreational and picnical areas for the use of society has
almost tripled reaching 500. The involvement of society and stakeholders in our activities has been
relatively intensified. Upon the preparation of our National Forestry Program, we have tried to set
participatory mechanisms as 1t was defined in the documents of Vienna Conference. At the same
time, we have never ignored the economic and ecologic functions of forests. The rehabilitation of
certain valuable stands of semi-natural degraded forests 1s still our priority. Each year, we almost add
30—40 thousand hectares of forests to the existing forest resource. Wood production has risen to

10 million cubicmeter from 7,5. And we have recorded praiseworthy success in combating forest fires.

Mr. Chairman,

I do not want to eloborate on the progress and achivements of the forestry in Turkey. And I do not
claim that what we have done 1s the best example of what can be done. On the contrary, we are
well aware of the fact that full delivery of forest products and services to sustainable development
requires much more effort. We have a long way to go, and the characteristics of our problems are
quite different from those of other Europen countries.
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Excellencies,

As regards to the resolutions yielded from this conference; we fully support the enhancement of
the role of forests in suppliying biomass for renewable energy and for reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions. As a matter of fact, a big portion of Turkish forests are managed for fuelwood
production. But the consumption patterns are not well developed and the efficient use of wood and
wood residues for energy should be one of our prime concerns. I hope we will be able to cooperate
with you on this 1ssue, and I have no doubt that in doing so, we will manage to contribute to the

quality of life of our people.

Forestry activities in our country provide valuable contributions to eradicating poverty and
ensuring food security by generating employment and income particularly for forest villagers which
amounts to 7 million. The forests, no doubtly, provide a wide spectrum of goods and services
needed by almost whole country. The management of watershed areas, fragile forest ecosystems,
preservation of wildlife, protected areas and national parks are environmental roles that have long
been incorporated to our management regimes. The conservation of water and soil 1s may be the
oldest practise that we affiliate to forestry in Turkey, like many other countries do. But as we have
been talking about drinkable fresh water much and much recently, we realize how important role

that forests play in balancing water cycle and protecting fresh water sources.

Fresh water 1s one of the important issue in Turkey. Particularly after the drought in the last summer,

concern for fresh water has occupied a high position in our national agenda.

It 1s not new debate, of course, to bring in the 1dea of incorporating economic value of water related
forest services Into relevant water policies or strategies, but it is certainly not easy to reach the
expected tangible result overnight. The good news 1s that the Government of Turkey has decided
and realized incorporating the State Water Affairs General Directorate under the Ministry of
Environment and Forestry. Now both the official authorities for forestry and water are under the
same roof. This promising change will certainly ease the coordination of forest and water policies.

Mr. Chairman,
Honorable Ministers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Minister for Environment and Forestry, I would like to express full support to
the Warsaw declaration, and to the two ministerial statements. I would also like to reaffirm our

commitment to implement the two resolutions in the best possible way.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, let me congratulate our gracious host, Poland, and the other member countries
of the General Co-ordinating Commiuttee, for the excellent preparations and arrangements for this

conference.

Thank you.

UKRAINE

Mr. Viktor Sivets

Head
State Forestry Committee

Ot umeHu 80-TBICAYHOTO KOJUIEKTHBA JIECOBOJOB YKpauHBbl IO3BOJIbTE NPUBETCTBOBATH Bac
1 TOOJIaTOapUTh 32 MIPEJOCTaBICHHYIO0 YKpauHe BO3MOKHOCTD BBICTYIIUTh Ha 3TOI aBTOPUTETHOI
MEXIYHapOJHO! BCTPeEYe.

Ha ceroguAmHAMA NeHb B MUpE CyLI€CTBYeT MHOI'O OpraHM3alMil U IPOLECCOB TeM WIN UHBIM
00pa3oM MMEUMX OTHOLIeHHE K JiecaM. OJHAKO MHE XOTeJIOCh OBl OT[eNBHO BBIICTUTH POJIb
MUHHCTEPCKUX KOHQepeHIuil Mo 3amuTe jJecoB EBpPONBI M Ba’KHOCTh 3TOrO Ipolecca A
JIECHOTO XO3AWCTBA YKpauHbl. bnaromapsa aguanory, mpoBOAMMOMY C MOMEHTA YYPEXKAEHUS
koHdpepeHnnuii B 1990 roay, ynanocek yriay6uTh 1 MHTEHCHPUIIMPOBATH MOTUTHYECKOE M HAy4YHOE
B3aMMOJENCTBUE MEXAy JIECHBIMUA CEKTOPaMM pas3HBIX CTpaH B EBpone, HamaguThb YCIEIIHOE
COTPYIHUYECTBO IO PSAJY Ba>KHBIX BOIIPOCOB, CBA3aHHBIX C JIECAMU U JIECHBIM X03saicTBOM. [Ipn
3TOM, HEOOXOZMMO OTMETHTb, YTO NAHHBI AMAJOT OXBATBIBAeT HE TOJBKO IpeACTaBHUTENIeH
MPaBUTEJIBCTB CTPAH-YYaCTHUL, HO M HeMaloe KOJIUYeCTBO JINI, TTyOOKO 3aMHTEepPeCOBAHHBIX
TaHHOW MpoOIeMaTHKO, KaK HallpuMep HelpaBUTEIbCTBEHHbIE OPTaHU3AIMK 3KOJIOTHYECKOTO
U COUUAJIBHOTO HaIllpaBJI€HUS, AaCCOLMALUU JIECOBNIAJLEIbLEB U JIECONPOMBIIIIEHHUKOB,
a TaK)Ke MEeXIIPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBbIE OPraHMU3aLMU U CTPYKTYPBL. OTO IO3BOJIAET CBOEBPEMEHHO
pearupoBaTh M OTKJIMKAThCs Ha MeHsomuecs npobiemsl obmectBa. Ecoum B cepepmue 90-x
EBpona 6pu1a 06ecriokoeHa BBHIIIOJHEHNEeM TpeOOBaHUI YCTOYNBOTO YIIpABJIEHUs JIeCaMHI, TO Ha
CeroJHANIHUI TeHb Ha NePBbIi IUIaH BBICTYIAIOT BONPOCHI POJIX JIECOB B ITI06QIPHOM U3MEHEHNUH
KJIMMaTa, MOOWIN3AIMH JIECHBIX PECyPCOB C LIEJIBIO YBeJIeUeHNUs MCIIOIb30BAHNS JPEBECHHBI KaK
OMOTOIUINBA, NOBBIIIEHNS COI[MATIBHON OTBECTBEHHOCTH PAOOTHHKOB JIECHOTO CEKTOPa.

YKpauHa npucoeAMHUIACh K 00IIeeBpONneiicCkoMy MPOIECCy 3aIIUThI JIECOB U MOCIEOBATEIbHO
paboTana HaJ BHIITOTHEHUEM MOAIMCAHHBIX €0 Pe30TIOIUN.

3a npomenmux 17 jeT B YKPaMHCKOM JIECHOM XO3SMCTBE INPOU3ONUIO HEMAIO NO3UTHBHBIX
U3MeHeHUl, 0COOEHHO B MOC/IeJHUE TOJIbI:

B [IpuHATa M yCHEUIHO BBINOJSHETCS TOCyJapCcTBeHHas nmporpamma «Jleca YkpauHbl» Ha
nepuop 2002-2015.

B B mpomuiom roay nOpuUHATHL u3MeHeHHMs1 B JleCHOW KoOJeKC YKpauHbl, NPU3BAHHbBIE
rapMOHM3MPOBATh JIECHOE U 3eMeJIbHOe 3aKOHOAATeJbCTBO M COAEHCTBOBATHh MPUHIUIIAM
YCTOWYMBOTO Pa3BUTHS, YIYUYLUIEHUIO SKOJOTMYECKOW CHUTYallUM, YBEJIUMYEHUIO IUIONIAU
JIECOB.

B Paspaborana u npunsta B 2006 rony KoHuenuus peOpMUPOBAHUS U Pa3BUTHUS JIECHOTO
XO341CTBa.

B 3HAYMTENbHO pacuIMpeHbl paboThl MO JecHO# ceprudukanuu, chopMUpPOBAHA CUCTEMaA
HpOBe/IeHNsI MOHUTOPHUHTA JIECOB YKPaUHBI.

B 3HAYUTENHHO YBeJINYeHbl 00BEMBI CTPOUTENIBCTBA JIECHBIX OPOT, YTO HE TOJBKO MO3UTUBHO
BIUseT Ha 3PQGEeKTUBHOCTh JIECO3aTOTOBUTENBHBIX paboOT, HO M NOMaraeT B pelleHUuu
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COIMAJIbHBIX BOIIPOCOB MECTHOTI'O HACEJIEHUA B IIVIAHE obecrieyeHHOCTHU pa60T0171, Pa3BUTUA
TypusMa 1 T.[1.

B C uenplo yIydlIeHUs WHBECTHLIMOHHOW IPUBIEKATEIbHOCTH JI€CO3arOTOBUTEIBHOTO
IPOM3BOJICTBA €XXErOAHO YBEJIMYUBAIOTCA OOBEMBI BBINOJHEHUs paboT cyObekTamu
HErocyapcTBeHHON (pOopMBI COOCTBEHHOCTH.

B AxtumBuU3uMpoBaHa paboTa ¢ OOLECTBEHHOCTHIO B JIeCHOM ceKrope. C MPOILIOTro rojga Ha
€KeroJHO! OCHOBe IMPOBOJIUTCA aKuus «byayiee seca B TBOUX pyKax». B aToM rogy B xoze
IpOBeJeHNUsT aKIIMU OBLIIO BBICA’)KEHO 83 MIIH. HITYK CesHIEB M Ca’KEHIIeB JIECHBIX IOPO]I.
B akmuum BMecTe C JIeCHUKaMU MpUHsUM ydactue 6onee 107 ThICSAY yenoOBeK, B TOM 4YHCIIe
6osiee 55 TBHICSY y4alIeicss MOJIOIEXKU.

[TpucoenuHenne YKpanHsbl K IIaH-€BPOIEIICKOMY IIPOLECCY IO COXPAaHEHUIO U 3aIUTE JIECOB JAJIO
BO3MOHOCTb ONIpEJeJUTh YPOBEHb BeeHUsl HALlMOHAJIBbHOIO JIECHOTO XO35CTBA B CPaBHEHUHU
C EeBpOIeNCKMMU CcTpaHaMu. MBI C yCIexoM JOKa3ajiu, YTO YKPAMHCKOE JIECOBOJCTBO KakK
Hay4Has IIKOJIa ¥ IPAKTUYECKOe BeJleHUe JIECHOTO X031CTBA OTBeYaeT €eBPOIECKUM KPUTEePUIM
YCTOMYUBOTO Pa3BUTHUS, a B HEKOTOPBIX HAIPaBIEHUSIX UMeET Jaxke Oojee KeCTKUe MPUHITUIIBI
U TIOJXO/IbI K XO351ICTBOBAHUIO. MBI BKIIIOUMIKNCH B AKTUBHBII 0OMeH nHpOopMaIueil 1 BbIIIOTHEHIEe
CepuM MeXXJIYHAPOJHBIX IPOEKTOB, HANIPABJIEHHBIX HA COTJIACOBAaHME HAIIMOHAJIBHBIX ACIEKTOB
JIECHOTO XO35IICTBA C MEXJYHAPOAHBIMH, OLIEHKY HaJIMYUS U COCTOSIHUA JIECHBIX PecypcoB
Y MOHMUTOPUHTA BJIUSIHUS 3arps3HeHUs BO3Jyxa Ha Jieca. BpIMOTHeHUMEe MeXXIYHAPOHBIX
00513aTeJIbCTB TAK)Ke MOMOTJIO OTKPBITH MYTU IS TOJIyYeHUS MEXIYHaPOTHON TeXHUYIECKOu
IOMOIIM M MHBECTUIUMN.

YkpaunHa mojjep>KUBaeT BbIHECEHHBbIe Ha OOCyXJeHue B paMKaX 3TOW BCTPEYU Pe30JIONUU
U JeKJapalyio M HaMepeHa uxX mnojamucatb. [IpencraBiseTcsa Takke Ba>KHBIM U UHTEPECHBIM
MHUIIMATUBA 110 IPOBEICHUIO MMaH-eBpoTeiickoil Hemenmu eca B okTsi6pe 2008 roxa. [TpoBenenue
MEpONpUATHS TAKOTO MaciiTtaba He OCTaHeTCs He 3aMeYeHHbBIM U OyJeT COJeliCTBOBATh
BBITIOJTHEHUIO ITOCTABJIEHHBIX Tepe]l IECHBIM CeKTOPOM IIeJIeil.

Mpz1 BepuM, 4TO MO CAHUE BBIHECEHHBIX CErOJIHS Ha PACCMOTPEHUE JOKYMEHTOB JAeICTBUTEJIBHO
MOKEeT CIOCOOCTBOBATh B CTaOmiM3anuu OOCTAHOBKHU, CBSA3AHHOW C U3MEHEHHEeM KJIMMaTa,
COXpaHeHUeM MPUPOHBIX PeCypPCOB, YCHJIEHHEM BOJIO3AIUTHBIX (PYHKIIMIL, a B I[€JIOM YIYUYIICHUS
KayecTBa Halllell C BAMU >KHU3HU.

Bnaronaplo 3a BHMMaHHE.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
English version

On behalf of 80 thousand Ukrainian foresters let me welcome you and thank for the opportunity
given to Ukraine to address this important and respectable international meeting.

At present there are a lot of organizations and initiatives on the national and international level
related to forest. But I would like to stress the role of Ministerial Conferences on the protection
of forests in Europe and importance of this process for forestry of Ukraine. Thanks to the dialog
provided since MCPFE process launching in 1990, political and scientific co-operation between
forest sectors in different European countries was strengthened and established close and successful
collaboration on a wide range of 1ssues related to forests and forestry. It 1s worth to be mentioned
that this dialogue not only involves governmental representatives of the participating countries, but

Ukraine

also a variety of different stakeholders including environmental and social NGOs, forest owners’
associations, the forest industry, as well as intergovernmental organisations. This allows timely
reacting and responding to changing society needs. If in the middle of 90’s Europe was concerned
with implementation of requirements of sustainable forest management, than today issues of role
of forest and forestry in global climate change, mobilization of forest resources for enhancing of
wood energy supply, increasing social responsibility of foresters are highlighted.

Ukraine has joined to Pan-European process of protection of forests in Europe and consistently

worked on 1implementation of the signed resolutions.
During the last 17 years there were a lot of positive changes, especially last few years:

B State programme ‘Forest of Ukraine” for period 2002-2015 was adopted and is being
successfully implemented.

B In 2006 amendments to Forest Code of Ukraine aimed to harmonize land and forest legislation
and facilitate principles of sustainable development, improvement of ecological situation,
increasing of forested area were adopted.

B In 2006 Conception of Forestry Reforming and Developing was developed and adopted.
B Area of certified forests was significantly enlarged; system of forest monitoring was formed.

B Quantity of forest roads was significantly increased. It positively effects on forest logging
efficiency and 1n the same time helps in solving social problems of local people including
employment, tourism development, etc.

B For improvement investment attractiveness of logging activities, share of contractors in forest

1s annually increasing.

m Efforts in communication and public relation in forestry were increased. Since last year we
have been provided forestry campaign “Future forest in your hand” on annually base. This
year during campaign 1t was planted 83 million seedlings and saplings. 107 thousands people
including 55 thousands pupils have taken part in this campaign.

Joining to Pan-European process of the protection of forests in Europe gave Ukraine possibility
to define level forest management in comparison with other European countries. We proved that
forestry in Ukraine meets all the European criteria of sustainable forest management both from
silvicultural and practice point of view, and in some cases Ukraine even has more strict principles
and approaches. We have joined to active information exchange and implementation of several
international projects related to coordination of national aspects of forest management with
international requirements, assessment of forest resources and their condition, monitoring of
air pollution, etc. Implementation of international commitments creates wider possibilities for
recelving international technical assistance and investments.

Ukraine supports declaration and resolutions which was brought up for discussion on this meeting
and has intention to sign them. We also support providing Pan-European forest week in October
2008. It 1s very interesting and important initiative. Event of such scale can not be unnoticeable and

will promote implementation of tasks given to forest sector.

We believe that signing and implementation of Warsaw declaration and resolutions can help 1n
contribution of forest and forestry in climate change mitigation, wood energy supply and water

protection. So 1n general 1t can really contribute in improving quality of life.

Thank you for your attention.
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UNITED KINGDOM

Mr. Phil Woolas

Minister
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Distinguished Delegates,

Today we are of course discussing the challenges facing forestry in Europe. We recognise for
economic, environmental and social sustainability the forests of Europe are vitally important for
the future of a sustainable Europe.

We meet at a very busy time a month before the Bali Summit where major climate change policies
will be addressed. Of course there are powerful socio-economic forces which lead to deforestation
in many countries. This 1s an enormous 1ssue in our view. As has been said by experts deforestation
alone contributes to around 20% of global greenhouse gas emissions. The net forest loss between
the years 2000 and 2005 was 7.3 million hectares per year. The UK firmly believes that forestry
has a key role to play both through halting deforestation and through afforestation and through
restoration of degraded forests. We will be looking to Bali to see that process embedded. The UK
1s promoting the restoration of forest cover through the Global Partnership on Forest Landscape
Restoration. This does of course require resources.

We need further action on sustainable forest management across the globe. We are here with our
colleagues to play our part in Europe — and our forests we believe will play their part in the global
contribution.

The United Kingdom'’s Forestry Commission, our Director General 1s here with me, was set up in
1919 to rebuild our forest resources after the Great War and indeed following nearly a thousand
years of deforestation. In that 80 years since it’s formation we more than doubled our forest area.
Today forest management in the UK has shifted radically from the single purpose objective of
timber production to one that reflects better the sustainability of production, the management of
ecology, wildlife, and water and the needs of people. Our foresters have embraced new skills for the
job that reflect the ever-developing concept of sustainable forest management.

We believe that we were the first country in the world to have its public forest estate independently
certified against a national standard and we remain committed to managing our forests sustainably.

Increasingly our work takes us beyond the forest to restore the links between urban areas, woods
and forests, ultimately with a view to enhancing people’s lives, as other delegates have said.

Here in Warsaw also, we address the role that forests have in benefiting the quality of life.

And that means tackling big challenging 1ssues that threaten our way of life; such as climate change
and 1ts consequences, reduced sources of energy, energy security and society’s need for sufficient
supplies of water, these issues are inter linked.

Without sustainable forest management we risk losing the important benefits that are provided by
forests and creating serious environmental consequences.

Where resources are limited, Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) can help us to generate
alternative resources to secure environmental protection, enhance private-sector involvement and

create incentives for investment.

United Kingdom

The Warsaw Declaration recognises the role of forests, in climate change mitigation and adaptation.

We are working hard to achieve significant emissions reductions and to take new Initiatives on
energy efficiency and renewable energy production. This week in our Parliament I will introduce the
UK Climate Change Bill which sets a legally binding commitment on ourselves of reducing carbon
dioxide emissions in the UK by at least 60% by 2050. We will of course discuss and I believe be able
to act on Greenpeace and WWF action points.

Of course the increased demands for energy and the rise of alternative energy sources, such as
biofuels place greater demands on productive land and have profound consequences on agriculture.
Let me address this 1ssue head on. If the alternative 1s to carry on using liquid fossil fuels then
biofuels are the better alternative—provided they deliver lifecycle greenhouse gas savings and are
produced through sustainable land management. Managing sustainably reduces risks to our natural
resource and to precious ecosystems.

I would like to thank our hosts, not only for their excellent hospitality but also for the excellent

chairing of this conference.

A great opportunity exists for us to continue to work together in the region and in this MCPFE

process.
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CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY (CBD)

Statement on behalf of Dr. Ahmed Djoghlaf

Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity

Announcement received on the occasion of the Fifth Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to convey my greetings to the distinguished participants of the Fifth Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE), and I regret that I cannot be with
you 1n person. I applaud the governments of Poland and Norway for choosing the excellent theme
‘Forests for quality of life’. This theme strikes a chord with the large and growing global community
of experts and enthusiasts who strive to conserve biodiversity. Intact forest ecosystems have an
immense recreational, cultural, spiritual, and aesthetic value, in addition to the important economic
value of wood and non-wood forest products. The conservation and sustainable use of forest
biodiversity, and the equitable sharing of 1ts benefits, are indeed vital for our quality of life.

Scientists estimate that forests harbour 50-90% of all terrestrial biodiversity. The large margin
of uncertainty indicates how many species of plants, animals, micro-organisms and fungi on our
planet are still not scientifically described. Yet, forests are disappearing or are being degraded at
a fast pace world-wide, and up to 150 species are being lost every day. “The library of life is burning,
and we do not even know the titles of the books”, as former Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem
Brundtland expressed it very aptly.

However, recently we are seeing encouraging progress towards sustainable forest management in
many regions of the world. The decisions taken by the past four Ministerial Conferences on the
Protection of Forests in Europe have shaped European forest policy, but your work also serves as

a role model for progress towards sustainable forest management 1n other regions, and globally.

[ am very pleased to note that the 2010 Biodiversity Target 1s referred to in the draft declaration of
the Fifth Ministerial Conference. This target, adopted in 2002 by the 190 Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity, aims to significantly reduce the loss of biodiversity by 2010. European
governments have gone an ambitious step further and pledged to stop the loss of biodiversity by
2010. Unprecedented efforts of States, the private sector, and civil society are needed to reach
this target, and the forest sector 1s a key player in these etforts. Indeed, I hope that the much
needed collaboration at all levels between actors 1n the fields of sustainable forest management and

biodiversity conservation can be further strengthened on the basis of the Warsaw Declaration.

The quality of life that our forests provide 1s threatened by many factors, and climate change 1s
uppermost 1in our minds and on our agendas these days. Droughts and forest fires are projected to
increase in semi-arid and arid lands; the effects of air pollution on forests will become more severe as
our forests are weakened by weather extremes; and a surge in frequencies and intensities of storms
and floods will aggravate problems of erosion and disease. At the same time, the forest sector plays

a key role for mitigating the effects of climate change, and for adapting forest ecosystems to its
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impacts. Ecosystems can better withstand the expected impacts of climate change when they are
rich in biodiversity, and the conservation and restoration of carbon-rich ecosystems such as wetlands
and forests can be very cost-effective measures to mitigate climate change. The CBD Secretariat
has recently drafted, in cooperation with the Secretariats of our two sister Conventions — the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification — an information note to all Parties on the important role of forests for achieving the
objectives of the three Conventions.

The Parties to the CBD will review the programme of work on forest biological diversity at their
ninth meeting in May 2008 in Bonn, Germany. Preliminary results of the review indicate that the
various International and regional agreements with relevance to forests yield best results when
they are implemented in synergy. The draft review takes due note of the exemplary success of the
MCPFE 1n contributing to the conservation of forest biodiversity, and of the useful cooperation
with the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Much has been achieved 1n the progress towards sustainable forest management, but more efforts
are needed to reach the 2010 Target. Healthy and intact forest ecosystems are a key infrastructure

for the XXI* century, and they are our best insurance for a sustained quality of life.

In this spirit, I wish the Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe every

SucCcess.

I Congratulatory letter

Ref.: SCBD/STIM/TC/6027 20 November, 2007

Subject:
Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe

His Excellency
Mr. Jan Szyszko
Minister of Environment

Government of Poland

Warsaw, Poland

Excellency,

I would like to congratulate you on the success of the Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection
of Forests in Europe.

The Pan-European process and the results of the Conference play an important role for the
implementation of the Programme of Work on Forest Biodiversity of the Convention on Biological
Driversity (CBD). We have made due mention of this contribution in the forthcoming review of the
implementation of the Programme of Work, to be presented at the ninth meeting of the Conference
of the Parties to the Convention in May 2008 in Bonn, Germany.

Sustainable forest management 1s a key tool to achieve the three objectives of the CBD: to conserve
and sustainably use biodiversity, and to share its benefits equitably. I am particularly pleased to
note that the Warsaw Declaration makes reference to the 2010 target to halt the loss of biodiversity,
and hope that key actors in the forest sector will continue to contribute to this target.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Ahmed Djoghlaf

Executive Secretary
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Mr. Eladio Ferndndez-Galiano

Head of Biological Diversity Unit

The Council of Europe, that was glad to see the first Ministerial Conference for the Protection of
Forests in Europe held in its headquarters in Strasbourg on 1990, welcomes the progress in the
work of MCPFE and the solidity of the process, which has become the main political forum in our
continent to promote sustainable forest management and ensure the maintenance of those valuable

ecosystems.

Thus the Council of Europe welcomes the achievements of the process and should like to express 1ts
commitment to continue and enhance cooperation with MCPFE 1n areas of special concern for our
organization, in particular the protection and wise use of forest biological diversity, the prevention
and minimisation of the impacts of forest fires and the role of forest in mitigating the effects of
climate change. In that context we should like to emphasize the importance to address fully climate
change adaptation strategies, particularly in fragile mountains areas and in Mediterranean regions,
which are expected to suffer more than other an increase in temperatures, leading to more frequents
droughts, heat waves and favour forest fires.

It 1s necessary to promote preventive action and favour a progressive change of European forests
to more natural conditions, promoting the use of native trees that may be better adapted to resist
environmental stress, thus building ecosystems that are more resilient to fire and climate change.
Since the last Ministerial Conference in Vienna important catastrophic fires have occurred 1n the
Iberian Peninsula, France, the Balkans and Greece, a process than seems to be getting worse with
time. The Council of Europe’s European and Mediterranean Major Hazard Agreement and its

network of specialised centres are ready to join MCPFE future work on this topic.

Concerning forest biological diversity, the Council of Europe should like to see Vienna's Resolution
4 fully implemented at the national scale, further work developed on this topic in the framework of
MCPFE and, specially, more action on the ground. Still the surface of Europe covered by protected
forest 1s very small, insufficient to ensure the survival of many threatened forest species, specially
taking into account that a good number of those species may become even more endangered by
climate change. The Council of Europe offers MCPFE 1ts expertise in conservation of biological
diversity in the whole continent and 1s pleased to inform the Conference that, since the last
Conference in Vienna, important work has been developed in Invasive Alien Species, Conservation
of Invertebrates, Action Plans for Threatened Species, Plant Conservation and adaptation of

biological diversity to climate change.

The Council of Europe wishes the Conference a great success.

EUROPEAN OBSERVATORY OF MOUNTAIN FORESTS
(EOMF)

Mr. Jean-Claude MONIN
President of EOMF

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs,

Grace a la Résolution S4 adoptée a Strasbourg en 1990, par les Ministres européens, et a la

p ) p p
collaboration active des institutions et des partenaires, les foréts de montagne d’Europe ne sont
pas restées a 'écart du débat international sur les foréts en général.

Nous souhaitons aujourd’hui aller plus loin. En effet, les deux Résolutions qui vont étre adoptées
1c1, @ Varsovie, vont mettre en évidence deux éléments essentiels de la forét de montagne que sont
I'eau et le bois énergie.

Les scientifiques nous indiquent unanimement que les zones de montagne sont les ‘chateaux
d’eau’de la planete. Nous savons tous combien l'eau est et sera importante en raison de sa rareté
et de la demande croissante en quantité mais aussi en qualité. Leau est aussi déterminante pour la

protection contre les risques naturels.

C’est dans les zones urbaines, que se concentre désormais 80% de notre population. Nous pouvons
citer de nombreux exemples ou les montagnes, avec leurs foréts, sauvegardent la quantité et la

qualité de I'alimentation en eau.

C’est en montagne qu'existent les risques majeurs tels que avalanches, chutes de pierre, glissements
de terrain. De nombreuses victimes et des dégats matériels importants sont a déplorer et sont
en augmentation. Ceci est d{i, en particulier, au développement des infrastructures et aux aléas

climatiques.

En collaboration avec la FAO, nous avons réuni des expériences en Europe et nous souhaitons

maintenant les valoriser au travers de la nouvelle Résolution Foréts et Eau.

Linfluence des foréts de montagne va bien au-dela de ces territoires et produit des bénéfices pour

'ensemble de la population européenne.

Dans le contexte général de 'utilisation énergétique de la biomasse, les foréts de montagne sont
une ressource naturelle renouvelable et localement disponible.

Les montagnards n'ont jamais cessé d'utiliser le bois comme source d’énergie.

Avec les progres techniques, une véritable filiere bois énergie du local peut se développer a I’échelle
du massif. Une telle politique, permettra I'amélioration de la gestion forestiere, I'accroissement de
I'emploi et des activités. Cette filiere sera exemplaire pour le bilan énergétique et la protection de
'environnement.

Les actions menées conjointement par la Commission européenne, ELO, la FECOF et 'OEFM ont
révélé une véritable dynamique locale pour le bois énergie tout particulierement dans les zones de
montagne. Cette 1nitiative souligne la pertinence de la Résolution Forét, Bois et Energie, que vous
allez adopter aujourd’hui.
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Le travail de notre Observatoire a permis la réalisation et la publication du Livre Blanc Européen
sur les Foréts de Montagne et, plus récemment, des indicateurs de caractérisation des foréts de
montagne. Il s’agit d'une contribution, basée d’ailleurs sur des données élaborées par la Commission
Européenne sur les zones de montagne, qui permet une meilleure information et des moyens

d’échange et de négociation entre les acteurs concernés.

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs,

Les foréts de montagne connaissent des difficultés économiques liées aux colits de mobilisation
alors que les prix du bois sont nettement insuffisants. Le bois énergie ouvre de nouvelles possibilités
de gestion forestiere durable dans un grand nombre de foréts peu ou non rentables, actuellement,

en Europe.

Pour I'eau et la prévention des risques naturels, les foréts de montagne ont un réle déterminant: un

role économiquement juste, socialement reconnu et écologiquement indispensable.

Les foréts de montagne constituent un bien commun irremplagable pour 'humanité.

I EEEEEEE—
English version

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thanks to the Resolution S4, adopted in Strasbourg in 1990 by the European Ministers, and to
the active collaboration with institutions and partners, mountain forests of Europe have not been
lagging behind in the international debate on forest in general.

Today we do wish to go further on. In fact, the two Resolutions that will be adopted here in Warsaw

are highlighting two essential elements of mountain forests: water and wood energy.

Scientists are unanimously pointing out that mountain regions are the «water towers» of the planet.
We all know very well to what extent water 1s and will be important due to its scarcity and the
growing demand in quantity and also in quality. Moreover water 1s crucial in the protection against
natural hazards.

It 1s in the urban areas that 80% of our population lives. We could refer to a great deal of examples

of mountains and their forests safeguarding the quantity and quality of water flows.

It 1s in the mountain areas that major hazards are found such as avalanches, rock falls, and landslides.
A number of victims and relevant material damages are reported and are unfortunately increasing.

This 1s particularly due to the development of infrastructures and to climatic hazards.

In collaboration with FAO, we have brought together experiences in Europe and we wish now to

develop them through the new Resolution on Forests and Water.

The influence of mountain forests goes beyond these regions and provides benefits for the whole of

the European population.

In the general context of biomass use for energy, mountain forests are a natural renewable energy

locally available. Mountain people have never stopped using wood as a source of energy. Along with

European Observatory of Mountain Forests (EOMF)

the technical progress a real local network of forest and wood energy can be developed at the massif
scale. Such a policy would improve forest management and the growth of jobs and activities. This

network will be a model for both energy balance and environmental protection.

The joint actions carried out by the European Commission, ELO, FECOFE and EOMF have shown
a consistent local dynamics on wood energy, especially in mountain areas. This initiative highlights
the consistency of the Resolution on Forests, Wood and Energy that you are adopting here today.

The work of our Observatory have contributed to the publication of the European White Paper on
Mountain Forests and, more recently, of a set of indicators characterising mountain forests. It 1s
a contribution, based firstly on data elaborated by the European Commission on mountain regions,
providing better information and tools for exchanging and negotiating among the concerned
stakeholders.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Mountain forests are experiencing economic difficulties related to the costs of harvesting while
prices are definitely insufficient. Wood energy opens to new opportunities for sustainable forest
management in a number of European forests today slightly or not at all profitable.

As far as water and hazards prevention are concerned, mountain forests have a critical role: a role

economically respectful, socially recognised and ecologically necessary.

Mountain forests represent a common asset that humanity can not replace.
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO)

Mr. Jan Heino

Assistant Director-General
Forestry Department

Honourable Minister Ruis-Johansen,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,

Let me start by emphasizing the continued good collaboration in Europe among the Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, the United Nations
Environment Programme, the European Commuission, and others. However, the many joint initiatives
would not have been possible without the tireless efforts from the Liaison Unit in Warsaw. Here,
I would like to put on record our appreciation to Mr. Piotr Borkowski for his skilful and active way
in facilitating progress.

[ would then like to highlight a few of these joint activities which, I believe, have advanced the
implementation of the MCPFE resolutions and sustainable forest management in Europe.

Firstly, The State of Europe’s Forests 2007 was a true joint effort between the ECE/FAO Joint
Bureau in Geneva, and the FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment Team in Rome, under the
coordination of the Liaison Unit in Warsaw. We ensured the harmonized use of terms and definitions,
stored information in the global FAO Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) database, helped review
the report and produced all the maps. We are committed to continue the steady improvement in
quality of regional monitoring of the state of forests in Europe.

Secondly, FAO contributed a major technical input to the Warsaw Resolution on Forests and
Water. This 1s an increasingly critical issue. The world’s freshwater supply and global food security
both depend largely on upstream/downstream flows. Our specific focus 1s to support sustainable
management of mountain forests and watershed areas, with special regard to their role in regulating
water flows. Given also the current FAO leadership of the UN Water initiative, I would like to offer
our major contribution to supporting the implementation of the Warsaw Resolution. I leave this to
be considered more in detail in the follow-up process of this Conference.

Thirdly, I would like to commend the MCPFE for your foresight in enhancing the role of the forest
sector 1n energy production. The rapidly changing global energy situation generates both threats
and opportunities for forests worldwide. Challenges vary depending on the region, ranging from
competition for wood as raw material to increased competition for land between the forest, food
and energy sectors. These 1ssues must be addressed 1n national forest programmes. In this context,
I would like to highlight the forthcoming special event on forests and energy during the FAO
Conference later this month. This event, scheduled on the afternoon on 20 November, seeks to
reinforce, at the global level, political commitment to and action on the role of forests for energy

production. It will build upon, inter alia, the Warsaw Resolution on Forests, Wood and Energy.

Fourthly, like MCPFE, FAO has put a special emphasis on national forest programmes. Increasing
activities of the National Forest Programme Facility, a partnership supported by many European

Food And Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

countries and hosted by FAO, contribute directly also to the implementation of the non-legally

binding instrument agreed by the United Nations Forum on Forests.

Finally, 1t 1s a great pleasure to join the MCPFE 1n declaring the Pan-European Forest Week 1n
October 2008. This 1s a unique joint effort to increase the visibility of the forest sector and engage
private sector, civil society and representatives of other sectors in an mnovative dialogue. FAO
1s pleased to host the major part of the regional events in Rome. We will also be working hard to
contribute to better coordinating the implementation of the actions agreed by the regional processes
impacting the sector in Europe.

In closing, I wish to express FAO's continued support to the implementation of the commitments
made in MCPFE. We hope to strengthen the already very effective collaboration in advancing
sustainable forest management and monitoring progress, including through the integrated FAO/
UNECE programme of work. We look forward to working with the Liaison Unit in Oslo, and together
with all Signatory States of MCPFE.

Thank you.
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THE WORLD CONSERVATION UNION (IUCN)

Ms. Julia Marton-Leféevre

Director General

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) is honoured to participate in the 5" Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE). We would like to express our respect and support
tor the work ongoing under the MCPFE since the Vienna conference in 2003 as well as emphasise
where we feel more efforts are needed. IUCN 1s very supportive of the joint work programme
between MCPFE and the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS)
and emphasizes that in principle such collaboration in concrete terms between environmental and
forest related regional processes has exemplary character for other regions in the world. Countries
participating in both Pan-European processes should consider providing assistance to regions
in the South to establish similar joint programmes. IUCN also would like to see more financial
commitments from participating countries to resource the implementation of an even more

ambitious joint work programme between PEBLDS and MCPFE in Pan-Europe.

IUCN welcomes the commitment expressed in the Warsaw Declaration to further develop Pan-
European guidance for afforestation and reforestation. [UCN contributed to MCPFE work aimed at
encouraging Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) practices in carbon sequestration measures, in
particular taking into account the conservation of biological diversity. [IUCN submitted a publication
on “Afforestation and Reforestation for Climate Change Mitigation: Potentials for Pan-European
Action” to the MCPFE Expert Level Meeting (ELM). The paper offers an overview on the 1ssue and,
most important, provides policy recommendations as a contribution for further discussions. The

ELM 1n September 2005 decided to take these recommendations as basis for further discussions.

Afforestation and reforestation activities enjoy a high degree of attention on the policy agenda in
the context of climate change mitigation. Other pressures that trigger afforestation include the
decrease of agricultural viability, the desire to protect soils and secure a supply of forest products,
and to reduce forest fragmentation. If not done properly, other environmental and social services,
including biological diversity, can suffer. Responses to climate change tend to develop on their
own tracks without recognition of past experience by the forest sector. This may not only risk
inadvertently undermining the very valuable contribution that this sector can otherwise make
towards addressing the problem of climate change, but could also potentially risk reversing some
(or all) of the hard-won gains that have been made so far in promoting a more people — centred and
multifunctional understanding of forests and forest management — something on which the MCPFE
and 1ts members have a great deal of experience. One of the very interesting and promising aspects
of an integrated forest sector-wide approach 1s that 1t could provide a place where different interests
from governments, the private sector and civil society intersect and find common ground. Forest
landscape restoration, with its emphasis on collaborative restoration of a balanced and negotiated
package of forest functions at a landscape level offers a sound conceptual basis on which thinking
on both forests and climate change can be practically operationalized and shape decision-making.
The need for Pan-European guidance for afforestation and reforestation 1s obvious and urgent.

IUCN has high expectations for implementation and delivery of practical results by Parties to
MCPFE in this field.

The World Conservation Union (IUCN)

ITUCN also appreciates the commitment on development and implementation of tools for securing
services provided by forests and in particular payments for ecosystem services. Forests are commonly
known for the basic goods that they provide. Less commonly known 1s the fact that forests also
provide a number of crucial ecosystem services, for example, their role in sequestering carbon from
the atmosphere, protecting upstream watersheds, conserving biodiversity and gene-pools for future
generations and 1n providing landscape beauty. In relation to forests and ecosystem services, [UCN
wishes to support forest owners in their demand to receive financial payments for the storing of
carbon and for the production of drinking water with their existing forests. IUCN 1s convinced
that ecosystem services need to be paid for, that nature needs to have a price and that investments
into the delivery of vitally important ecosystem services are making basic economic sense. In turn,
the forest sector needs to take into account that in a free market economy one produces what 1s in
demand. Hence, the production of ecosystem services should have highest priority. It 1s needless
to say that the investment in the production of ecosystem services in forests can have beneficial
effects on conserving nature.

IUCN works 1in the frameworks of G8 — eight leading industrialized countries and their 2007
“Potsdam Initiative — Biological Diversity 2010” on the elaboration of a ‘Stern-inspired’ report on
biodiversity. We believe that further close cooperation with MCPFE and its Parties 1s a precondition
in securing that biodiversity as a foundation of life on earth 1s properly taken into consideration
in any human activities. And in forestry sector in particular as forests are the largest depositories
of biodiversity in the world. [UCN offers its expertise to assist in avoiding negative effects on the
rural landscape and forests through the evolution of bio-energy. It 1s suggested that this subject 1s
incorporated 1nto the joint MCPFE — PEBLDS work programme and resourced sufficiently by the
participating governments.

IUCN 1s hosting the secretariat of the ‘Countdown 2010’ initiative, which aims at mobilising
partners 1n all sectors at all levels to achieve the goal set by all heads of governments in the EU 1n
2001 and by all environment ministers of Pan-Europe at the 2010. The Countdown 2010 1nitiative
1s reaching out to local communities, regional and national governments, to the private sector
with by now almost 400 different partners. [IUCN 1s in particular proud that in 2006, in Curitiba,
Brazil, the Austrian Federal Forest Enterprise signed its commitment under the Countdown 2010
initiative. Since then, a number of other forest key players have joined the initiative with concrete
commitments to contribute to the achievement of the 2010 biodiversity target. Herewith, I am calling
upon all institutions present here to join the ever increasing movement of Countdown 2010 and
1n a joined effort demonstrate the true multi-functional nature of sustainable forest management.
The added value for you as an individual organization in joining Countdown 2010 1s that you are
able to communicate what you do for the environment and nature conservation, you raise the image
of the forest sector and you streamline demands of the civil society into a concrete programme for

biodiversity, at the same time avoiding ‘unsolicited’ further demands of the civil society.

Our present model of sustainable development with the three pillars of Economy, Society and
Environment 1s not working in general. We walk into the supermarket and pick nature off the shelf
and when walking towards the exit, there 1s no cashier. As a consequence, nature the foundation of
life 1s disappearing day by day. May be the big exception in Europe are forests. They seem to even
expand in Europe. So what 1s different? The forest resource, nature 1is treated as the foundation
of sustainable development and not as just a pillar. This principle, we have taken as the starting
point when we are developing a new paradigm for sustainability for all parts of human activities. All
of you present here today: Join in developing this new paradigm for sustainability. Your resource,
forests, will be dramatically increasing in their economic and hence also political meaning. You will
not be a sub-sector of agriculture anymore! You will be having the position you deserve.
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TUCN was one of the collaborators of recently released by UNEP the Global Environmental Outlook
4, which 1s an extensive review of the state of the environment in 2007. The report highlights
several key concerns of IUCN, including the impacts of climate change on the environment and
people, emerging issues of water availability and the increasing threat that biodiversity loss poses
to development and poverty reduction. There have been some success stories among the challenges
of environmental sustainability but, as the report notes, “only when society incorporates the values of
biodiversity in political or market systems will biodiversity loss really be slowed”. The MCPFE process has
made 1t from Strasbourg to Warsaw and 1s going to expand throughout Europe. [IUCN wishes the
MCPFE turther on success and stands ready to assist and support in the spirit of achieving real
sustainable use of forest resources not only in Pan-Europe, but inspired by MCPFE 1n other parts

of the World.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Thank you for your attention.

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION
FOR EUROPE (UNECE)

Ms. Virginia Cram Martos

Director
Trade and Timber Division

Mr. Chairman,

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ am addressing you on behalf of Mr. Marek Belka, Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe, or ECE, who participated in the thematic session yesterday

morning, but had to leave for a ministerial conference on aging that 1s being held in Spain

Before I begin, I'd like to take the opportunity to extend a special note of appreciation to the
Governments of Poland and Norway for the outstanding preparation of this Conference, and our

particular thanks for a job well done to the Warsaw Liaison Unit and 1ts leader, Piotr Borkowski.

We would like to congratulate the MCPFE onits achievements. Sinceits first conference in Strasbourg
in 1990, the MCPFE process has provided policy level guidance to the European forest sector,
defined sustainable forest management and, most impressively has also put in place a system to
monitor sustainable forest management and last, but certainly not least, 1t has stimulated a wealth

of cooperative and research activities.

A special feature of the MCPFE process has been 1ts willingness to work with and through other
agencies. Over the years, ECE has developed a strong partnership with the MCPFE, which has
certainly been beneficial to both organisations. As ECE 1s a multi-sectoral body covering a wide range
of activities this cooperation has involved not only our joint ECE— FAO Timber Section but also the
Environment for Europe process, and the ECE’s European Transboundary Water Convention. Our
ECE/FAO team 1s the international coordinator for two MCPFE resolutions and has contributed
to about a third of the activities in the work programme completed by the Conference. We have
every intention of maintaining our commitment to working with and supporting the MCPFE work

programme that will provide the follow-up to this Conference.

In fact, Europe 1s well endowed with regional forest sector bodies, both intergovernmental and
non-governmental, who are getting better and better at working together, building on each
other’s strengths and avoiding duplication. MCPFE has played a crucial role in this, by providing
a governmental forum open to other stakeholders and in providing policy leadership. The general
declaration before you today reflects well the main concerns that need to be addressed by forest sector
policy today and lays out the broad lines for future work. The main responsibility for implementing
these commitments lies with national governments, but the international community will certainly

play 1its part.

Another opportunity to demonstrate the dynamism of regional forest cooperation will come next
year in October when the Pan-European Forest Week will take place across Europe, jointly organised
by the MCPFE, ECE, FAO and the European Union. This will be the occasion for the forest sector
to communicate with other sectors, and to demonstrate that we can work together to promote
sustainable forest management in Europe. The new ECE/FAO programme for the next five years
will be launched during the Pan-European Forest Week. The new programme will be drawn up
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in close consultation with the MCPFE General Coordinating Committee in order to ensure that
it supports and 1s well coordinated with the new MCPFE programme of work that will also be

developed next year.

A'long list of factors including population growth, industrial development, climate change and
energy security have increased awareness of how interconnected the world 1s, both geographically
across countries and continents and across policy areas. As a net exporter of forest products, but
also a major 1importer, the question of Europe’s ecological footprint at the global level illustrates
the multifaceted relationship between these factors and 1s more complex than 1s usually believed.
Therefore, the cross-sectoral nature of the resolutions before the Conference 1s very appropriate,
as every discussion of major policy significance today must look beyond its own, narrow sectoral
environment and take into account its interaction with policies and developments in other areas.

The Resolution on Forests and Water presents the broad principles of action for creating a holistic
approach that integrates forests into water management and water 1ssues into forest management.
This 1s a complex field: but now 1s the time for governments and forest managers to implement
these recommendations as they represent only the beginning of a mutually beneficial partnership
between the two sectors in support of sustainable development.

The second Resolution addresses what 1s probably the most intense forest related debate at the
moment. This debate covers the interlinked 1ssues of forests, wood, energy and climate change and
asks:

B How much can forests contribute to a renewable energy supply?

B What would be the consequences for forest-based industries of drastically increased wood

energy use’
B How to mobilise more wood?
B What is the best use for rural land in Europe — supplying food, raw material or energy?
B How to maintain biodiversity while intensifying wood production?
B Should the same rules of the game apply in Europe and elsewhere?
B Who decides on the rules of the game?

The resolution on Forests, wood and energy represents a major step forward, but 1s not the last
word on the subject. Much better information on the use of wood for energy as well as better
communications and more discussion with other sectors are needed. The ECE/FAO held a policy
forum on these themes just three weeks ago and 1s working to get a better picture of the truly

sustainable level of wood supply in Europe.

One important example of both better information and excellent cooperation between international
organisations, governments and the scientific community 1s the Warsaw report on the state of
Europe’s forests 2007 which was presented yesterday. We are proud to have been associated with
this enterprise, which has truly raised the level of quality for international reporting on forests.
I take this opportunity to thank once again our partner organisations, especially the FAO Forest
Resource Assessment team and the Liaison Unit Warsaw, the editors and authors, as well as the

invisible heroes of this type of study, the national correspondents.

Underlying the improvement in information quality has been the use of the MCPFE set of indicators
of sustainable forest management, which has forced countries and the expert community to monitor

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

all aspects and functions of the forest, not only what 1s easy to measure or economically important.
It 1s particularly pleasing that criteria that had previously been covered in a rather unsatistactory
way, notably the socio-economic indicators, are now properly addressed.

It 1s our view that forest management must not be separated at the policy level from other parts
of the forest sector, notably the sound use of wood, as markets strongly influence the decisions
of forest managers, and vice versa. A forest manager nowadays needs to understand not only
silviculture, but also public relations, recreational services and market developments. In addition,
they need to be aware not only of local but also of global market developments. This new State of
Europe’s Forests report 1s a powerful information tool: we urge all countries to consider the lessons
for their own policy that can be drawn from the information supplied. They should also consider
whether they are investing enough to ensure their own forests are properly monitored. As Mr. Belka
said yesterday, collecting reliable and comparable data on the forest resource 1s not a luxury, but

a necessary investment in good governance.

Finally, we should not be complacent: the report shows that European forests are vulnerable to
external influences, and that in some countries the institutional framework i1s weak. There 1s forest
degradation and 1llegal logging also in the MCPFE region, usually arising from broader social,
economic and political problems. More needs to be done to help countries in need to strengthen
their institutions and build their capacity to implement sustainable forest management. But more
also needs to be done by all of us to plan for the increased incidence of disease, forest fires and
dramatic weather events in order to protect our national and regional forest patrimony. We should
no longer allow ourselves to be caught unprepared 1n the face of disasters that repeat themselves in
similar forms on a regular basis.

We 1n the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and in the joint ECE/FAO section in
my Division, look forward to addressing these challenges in close and fruitful cooperation with the
MCPFE as we all work together to promote sustainable forest management in Europe.
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UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
(UNEP)

Ms. lvonne Higuero
UNEP Coordinator for the PEBLDS Joint Secretariat

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Excellencies, MCPFE signatories, MCPFE observers, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme 1s grateful to the
Governments of Poland and Norway for the invitation to participate in this 5 Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe’ — Forests for quality of life’ — and conveys his regrets for not

being able to attend given prior commitments he could not change. I am presenting this statement

on his behalf.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

UNEP provides the secretariat, jointly with the Council of Europe, for the Pan-European Biological
and Landscape Diversity Strategy or PEBLDS, an intergovernmental process that functions at the
regional level through the Environment for Europe Ministerial process and has as 1ts main objective

the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in the Pan-European region.

In 1998, the MCPFE and the PEBLDS joined efforts in the conservation and further enhancement
of forest biological diversity in Europe and began their Pan-European co-operation. The
4™ Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe, in April 2003 and the 5" Ministerial
Conference Environment for Europe in May 2003, agreed on a framework for co-operation between the
two Pan-European processes. The framework includes joint actions focusing on European priority
1ssues concerning forest biodiversity issues building, amongst other things, on the forest related
commitments of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The co-operation of the two high level
processes has facilitated a co-ordinated political approach to forest biodiversity issues in Europe
and enhanced national level discussions between focal points of the two sectors. It could also be
seen as a regional model for co-operation between the United Nations Forum on Forests and the

Convention on Biological Diversity.

This strengthened cooperation between MCPFE and the PEBLDS has resulted in a joint position on
the linkage between the ecosystem approach and sustainable forest management at Pan-European
level published in 2006. PEBLDS and MCPFE also jointly organised a workshop on combatingillegal
harvesting of forest products and related trade in Europe as preparation for the Europe and North
Asia Ministerial Conference in November 2005. Draft MCPFE-PEBLDS joint recommendations
on afforestation and reforestation have been prepared and are being negotiated. It 1s foreseen to

continue this work and the work on protected areas under the Norwegian chairmanship of the

MCPFE.

The MCPFE-PEBLDS framework for cooperation 1s also the basis of the forest and biodiversity
target of the Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity, where Ministers of Environment agreed to halt the
loss of biodiversity in the Pan-European region by 2010 in Kyiv at the 5™ Ministerial Conference

Environment for Europe. Last month, the 6™ Ministerial Conference Environment for Europe was held in

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Belgrade. The PEBLDS organised the biodiversity session of the Conference and the Countdown 2010
Initiative reported on the implementation of the Kyiv Resolution and progress in the achievement of
the 2010 biodiversity target. With regards to the forests and biodiversity target, i1t reported that
most Pan-European countries have finalized or are in the process of preparing National Forest
Programmes in accordance with MCPFE guidelines. It noted the progress in reducing threats to
and enhancing the biological diversity of Europe’s forests. In most countries, forests are growing
older and are in general more valuable for biodiversity conservation. A significant reduction n air
pollution has also been observed. Conserving biodiversity is gaining ground within the objectives of

forest management, as well as the certification of products from sustainably managed forests.

Nevertheless, the Countdown 2010 report states that several persistent 1ssues of concern remain.
These include threatened forests species, the increasing threat of invasive alien species, and
increasing forest fragmentation due to changes in land use and forest fires. The report suggests that
— to ensure the application of the ecosystem approach in practice — implementation of the National
Forest Programmes will need to be reinforced in the period up to 2010. Illegal logging continues to
pose a special threat to forest biodiversity. This 1s often rooted in poverty, but it 1s also stimulated
by commercial incentives and enhanced by flaws 1n forest legislation and 1ts enforcement. Illegal

logging may also occur in protected forests. In some cases it 1s a side effect of cross-border conflicts.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Working towards the achievement of the 2010 biodiversity target in Europe is not something
that can be delayed. Governments, the EU, international, governmental and non-governmental
organizations and other stakeholders have made good efforts but Europe’s biodiversity 1s still
declining at a rapid rate according to the European Environmental Agency’s Belgrade Report. In their
Belgrade Biodiversity Statement, the Ministers of Environment of the Pan-European region stated
their concerns that habitat destruction, fragmentation and degradation as well as the rapid spread of
invasive alien species 1s increasing in Europe and affecting particularly farmland, mountain regions
and coastal zones. Furthermore, European hotspots of endemic species are at risk because of the
effects of climate change and the lack of space between habitats to allow for adaptation: current
and future economic costs of all of these losses could reach billions of Euros. They also recognised
the interlinkages between biodiversity and climate change, notably the impact of climate change
on species and habitats, on the migratory patterns of species, and on the European landscape. The
Ministers stated that important drivers of biodiversity loss worldwide include governance failures,
and the failure of conventional economics to recognise the economic values of natural capital
and ecosystem services and noted the urgent need to engage all economic sectors in biodiversity
conservation and its sustainable use. They also expressed their concern regarding the implications
on global biodiversity conservation of the rapidly increasing ecological footprint of Europe.

The Warsaw resolutions under your consideration ‘Forests, Wood and Energy’ and ‘Forests and
Water’ refer to important and timely 1ssues 1n the Pan-European region, with the focus on finding
alternative energy sources such as agrofuels and the growing awareness of the services that forests
provide with regards to quality and quantity of water. While considering these 1ssues, however, 1t 1s
crucial to continue to uphold the principles of sustainable forest management in order to take into
account biodiversity and landscape considerations which are of major importance to the citizens of
the Pan-European region.

The demands of European citizens as regards non-food related ecosystems services and requirements

are growing. Biodiversity, nature and landscapes are increasingly recognized as important economic
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assets for sustainable development in Europe. However, the unsustainable rate which humankind
1s running down the Earth’s nature based and natural assets 1s brought into stark relief in UNEP’s
latest flagship Global Environment Outlook-4. The biological carrying capacity of the planet 1s
between 15 and 16 hectares per person but humanity’s consumption is estimated to be now close
to 22 hectares per person, says the GEO-4 launched in October and the peer reviewed work of over
1 000 scientists.

Historically, forests have all too often been viewed simply as abundant sources of timber for activities
like construction, ship building or fuel. However, the wider importance of these ecosystems 1s now
increasingly understood. Reports such as the Millenium Ecosystem Assessment make clear that
the goods and services provided by forests are worth billions of Euros, if not more, to the global
economy. They range from goods and services linked with water supplies, with stabilization of soils,
with purifying the air we breathe, with sustaining biodiversity, and with tourism and recreation,
to providing genetic resources and natural medicines. Forests are also natural and economically
important ‘sinks’ sequestrating carbon from the atmosphere and locking it away 1n trunks and
branches.

The forthcoming climate convention meeting in Bali in December will be the litmus test of
governments’ will to not only tackle climate change but to also recognize the important role of
standing forests in removing greenhouse gases from the atmosphere — alongside the up to 20 per
cent of greenhouse gas emissions linked with deforestation — through financial incentives and
perhaps as part of the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism.

Economics cannot capture all the benefits forests provide — from the beauty and spiritual value of
the old and cherished village tree, the much-loved and productive community woodland, to the vast
monumental and mystical tropical rainforest. But we know these are important too. UNEP’s new
initiative, the Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign, 1s an engine for voluntary expressions of
solidarity. It 1s inclusive and 1s open to everyone — from governments and businesses, to community
groups and 1ndividuals. The Billion Tree Campaign 1s but an acorn, but 1t can also be a significant
and straightforward expression of our common determination to make a tangible difference in

developing and developed countries alike.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Pan-European cooperation has i1ts challenges but without Pan-European cooperation many
opportunities that we have been able to grasp would otherwise have been lost. We look forward to
continued cooperation with the MCPFE Liaison Unit-Oslo in the implementation of the Framework
for Cooperation and the new work programme to support the UNFF and the CBD at the regional
level. Many thanks to the Governments of Poland and Norway for their kind hospitality and the
excellent organization of this Conference. Thank you for your attention.

UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON FORESTS (UNFF)

Mr. Pekka Patosaari

Director of the UNFF Secretariat

Your Excellency, Mr. Jan Szyszko, Minister of the Environment of Poland,

Your Excellency, Mr. Terje Rus-Johansen, Minister of Agriculture and Food of Norway,
Excellencies responsible for forests in Europe, Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I speak to you at the 5" Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe with a great
sense of privilege and honour. At the outset, I would like to congratulate all the European countries
and members of the MCPFE for the manner in which you have collectively driven the Pan-European
process forward during the last decade and a half.

Globally, this process has become known for its dynamic and long-term prospects on forests and
1its comprehensive guidelines for Sustainable Forest Management, as well as its emphasis on global-
regional policy coherence, leading to their integration into national measures and technical solutions.
Likewise, 1t 1s well-recognized as a cross-border participatory model, engaging relevant forest-related
processes 1n the development and implementation of joint actions on forests. The interaction of
a wide spectrum of countries, international, regional and non-governmental organizations, the
private sector, forest owners and local communities 1s truly commendable.

Excellencies,

It 1s my pleasure to inform you that the Economic and Social Council recently adopted the “Non-
Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests” (E/2007/L.39) as well as the whole Report of

the seventh session of the United Nations Forum on Forests.

By these decisions, ECOSOC has approved the mandate of UNFF and its Secretariat, including the
Multi-Year Programme of Work for the period 2007-2015, and transmitted the NLBI for adoption
by the General Assembly during its 62™ Session. As part of this resolution, ECOSOC decided to
develop and consider a voluntary global financial mechanism/portfolio approach/forest financing
framework for all types of forests, with a view to adopt said mechanism at the Forum'’s eighth session.

These decisions of the Council represent a real landmark in the international forest policy dialogue.
The Instrument 1s the first of its kind, and reflects the international commitment to promote
implementation of sustainable forest management through a new, more holistic approach. The
resolution on the NLBI takes a bold step, by its clear recognition of the need for adequate finance
to support the implementation of the Instrument and achievement of the four Global Objectives on
Forests. To this end, the MCPFE member countries’ support to the Forum’s Ad Hoc Expert Group
Meeting in 2008, as well as of other country-driven activities preceding this preparatory meeting,
would be highly appreciated.

In my view, the Instrument has a great deal of potential embedded 1n 1t. It opens a new era in the
pursuit of Sustainable Forest Management, with a stronger focus on implementation and inter— and

intra-regional cooperation than ever before. It brings all sectors of society, from civil society and
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business, to local governments, under a global umbrella offering an articulation of Sustainable Forest
Management as the overarching set of principles and objectives, at both national and international
levels. In addition, 1t provides countries with a number of policy proposals intended to steer and
assist in the implementation of Sustainable Forest Management. These include guidance on such

1ssues as:
B Forest Law Enforcement and Governance
B International Trade in Forest Products
B Protection of Forests
B Science and Research
B Public Awareness and Education
B Private Sector and Industry
B Indigenous and Local Communities

B Monitoring, Assessment and Reporting

Excellencies,

The UN Forum on Forests’ new mandate 1s a comprehensive and an engaging one. In order to achieve
progress on the implementation of the four Global Objectives on Forests and the Instrument, we
need to reinforce the links to several other processes and sectors, such as climate change, biological
diversity and desertification, and those seamlessly linked to the promotion and implementation of

the internationally-agreed development goals.

Drawing on the Ministerial Declaration and the two Resolutions of this Conference, it 1s apparent
that the global-regional policy coherence and action on forests 1s strong and well-conceived. I firmly
believe that the long tradition of cooperation on Sustainable Forest Management will be even further
strengthened 1n the years to come. The next session of the United Nations Forum on Forests will be
addressing 1ssues that are closely related to the themes of this Conference, and I am positive that
the proactive and visionary nature of this process will undoubtedly contribute to the preparations

and the discussion of the UN Forum on Forests.

Excellencies,

Your message will also constitute a significant contribution to the 2™ Annual Ministerial Review
of the ECOSOC under next year’s theme, “Implementing the internationally agreed goals and
commitments 1n regard to sustainable development”. You can be assured that the act of this
Ministerial Conference is sending a strong message of the region’s continuous commitment and
innovative actions in achieving sustainable forest management.

I thank you.

THE WORLD BANK

Mr. Andrey V. Kushlin

Sustainable Development Department
Europe and Central Asia Region

Dear Co-Chairs, Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues,

Let me start by expressing sincere thanks to our gracious host, Minister Szyszko, for his personal
invitation to Mr. Robert Zoellick, the new President of the World Bank, to participate in this
conference, which he unfortunately could not take due to prior commitments. In any case, we see
important symbolism 1n the fact that the very first forestry project supported by the World Bank
in Eastern Europe was implemented here in Poland almost ten years ago, and our institution has
learned a lot from this highly successtul operation, which laid basis for our subsequent activities in
this Region. So, many thanks again to our esteemed Polish hosts!

Allow me to focus your attention on several key points that are, in our view, of particular relevance

to the Pan-European forest process.

A Context for the World Bank — MCPFE Interface

First — why we are here?

Last month, the World Bank has officially requested the status of Observer Organization with the
MCPFE. This was not merely a symbolic gesture. It 1s recognition of an increasing importance for
the Bank to be more directly, operationally, engaged with major, trend-setting regional processes
in the dialogue on Global Public Goods — which 1s one of the six strategic themes for the Bank,
underpinning an inclusive and sustainable globalization — as announced by our President at the
Bank and IMF Annual Meetings last month in Washington.

The World Bank Group 1s the largest source of long-term multilateral forest investments in
developing and transition economies. Since adoption of our new Forests Strategy five years ago,
the volume of our forest lending has tripled and reached more than US$ 500 million in 2007 — with
a significant, although now diminishing, portfolio in the MCPFE countries in Eastern Europe.

An 1mportant recent addition to our financial instruments in Middle-Income Countries 1s our
newly acquired ability to do projects directly with subnational governments and municipalities
(1.e. without guarantees of central governments), which bears significant opportunities for expansion

of our public forest investments in a number of MCPFE countries.

We also understand very well that human capital 1s a critical factor in development — hence, our
overall emphasis on strategic investments, targeted at innovation, capacity building, and training.
This 1s why the World Bank 1s increasingly focusing on its role as an institution for information,

knowledge and learning about development.

All signatory countries of the MCPFE are shareholders of the World Bank as donors or borrowers
— and collectively, they represent a powerful voice in the Bank’s policy and operational decision-
making process. And there 1s a broad variety of 1ssues pursued in the MCPFE format that are also
in the forefront of implementation of the Bank’s Forests Strategy, both in the European regional
context, and globally.
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The World Bank already has a history of productive collaboration with the MCPFE, e.g. on such
matters as the Europe and North Asia Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (ENA-FLEG).
We are very happy to acknowledge most successful collaboration on this topic with the Govern-
ments of Russia and Turkey who hosted milestone ENA-FLEG meetings in 2005-2006. New and
additional support for this process 1s now offered by the European Commission, with the focus on
the European Neighborhood countries and Russia, and by the Netherlands Government, with the
focus on lower-income countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia. We are certainly keen to invite
other interested MCPFE countries be active in the information sharing and exchange of practical
experiences 1n this area. In our view, the MCPFE Liaison Unit would be extremely well positioned
to play a proactive role on this.

An Inclusive and Sustainable Globalization and the Global Forest Agenda

We believe further substantial benefits can be gained through our more consistent interaction and

partnership with MCPFE on new regional and global forest agendas.

Sustainable forest management (SFM) and forest conservation have immense potential to contri-
bute to international priorities of achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and of

climate change.

Forests in the MCPFE region make a major contribution to achieve these goals. Here are some

examples:

m Over 400 million people worldwide depend on forests to a high degree for income, food,
energy, medicines and shelter. More than 15 million family and community forest owners 1n
Europe receive significant benefits from their forests while managing them wisely. Closer col-
laboration with partners in developing countries could show the way on how to stabilize land
tenure and contain deforestation.

m Global trade in primary wood products 1s about US$ 186 billion per year, and the total trade
in all wood products 1s many times higher. In the MCPFE region producers and consumers
closely interact. Markets demanding products from legal and sustainable sources could play
a major role in transforming markets in other parts of the world. As European forest indu-
stries increasingly move to the South and East, there 1s a unique chance to promote sustaina-
ble forest management and forest certification. Forest smallholders and communities risk
being marginalized by such developments. Greater focus must be placed to develop models
that distribute more equitably the benefits of forest management and trade.

Other important trends that have a potential to influence the global and local functions and servi-
ces of forests include biofuels, 1llegal logging, corruption and bad governance (which was already
mentioned above), and an increasing recognition of the global value of forests, which can lead to

developing alternative sources of income for forest owners.

The one theme that clearly becomes a powerful and unifying common denominator in the discus-
sions here over these last two days 1s the theme of forests and climate change. Indeed, yesterday
when our colleagues from Greenpeace and WWF proposed to rename the title of the first Resolu-
tion to “Forests, Climate Change and Energy”, I mentioned to them that the Conference’s second
focus — on water — 1s as much a climate-related 1ssue; so 1s the focus on forest fires.

B Let’s refresh some basic facts in our memory. Carbon stored in forests is approximately
five times the amount of carbon in the atmosphere. The share of carbon emissions from

deforestation and degradation 1s much higher than that of global transport. It 1s important

The World Bank

to keep 1n mind in the Pan-European context that temperate and boreal forest ecosystems
combined contain 700 Gt of carbon, which 1s about 2/3 of the global forest carbon stock.

B Climate change will place significant stress on existing forest resources and ecosystem services
with major economic and livelithood losses. More assessment 1s needed of the most vulnerable
regions and countries in order to develop realistic scenarios and strategies to mitigate the

risks 1in relation to all types of forest.

The current urgent focus on tropical forest deforestation is certainly well justified from a short-term
perspective, but too narrow to address these risks in a longer term. The following metaphor comes
to mind in this context: if you got a hole in your car’s fuel tank that is leaking, you should take
immediate care of stopping this leak and possibly refilling the tank — that’s deforestation, afforestation
and REDD agenda. But you cannot be serious about making a good use of your car for many more
years, 1f you don’t also invest in improving your fuel efficiency and driving skills — that’s the basics of
Sustainable Forest Management.

It 1s probably high time to start looking at forests not as simply an attachment to the programs
and processes of climate change, but as a key and powerful factor in climate change mitigation and
adaptation, and start moving away from exclusive focus on the climate connections at the extreme
margins of the forest cycle (i.e. deforestation and afforestation), and start capturing the entire and
rich spectrum of forest roles (carbon, hydrology, albedo) in climate management at local, regional
and global scales —1.e., coming back to the car analogy, “learn to drive this car efficiently.”

Now, back to business...

Key Forest Agenda Areas That Need Stronger Coordinated Efforts

Given the changing landscape of the global forest agenda, there 1s a need to scale up activities in
the following areas:

B Address poverty through better forest governance by promoting the rights of local and

indigenous groups to land tenure, ownership, and access to resources, among others.

B Enhance the role of forests as an engine of economic growth. Increase investments in
plantations, expand certification and good forest management, and foster responsible private

sector 1nvestments.

B Further mainstream forestry concerns into the Bank’s core work, by integrating forest sector
1ssues 1nto our country partnership and poverty reduction strategies and better aligning the

Global Environment Facility (GEF) and International Finance Corporation (IFC) resources
with World Bank lending.

B Assist countries in integrating the global forest agenda and associated development
opportunities into theirown national strategies and policies. Highlight forest interdependencies

in the design of agriculture, rural development, and natural resource management projects.

B Ensure stringent application of the Bank’s safeguard policies (especially on the social side)
in traditional forest lending projects, and strengthen the due diligence for forest concerns
in development policy lending, through strengthened participation, better knowledge
management and communication, and focused staff training.
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Delivering Results through Strategic Partnerships

Through strategic partnerships and programs such as the multi-donor Program on Forests
(PROFOR), and the Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEQ) initiative, the World Bank
1s leveraging resources, aligning stakeholder interests, enabling innovation, improving outreach,
and scaling up impact. Following the mandate of this year’'s G8 Summit, the World Bank has
undertaken to develop a new Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF), which has been recently
approved by the World Bank’s Board and 1s expected to be launched next month at the UNFCCC
Conference of the Parties in Bali. We will continue to contribute to the development and piloting
of the REDD mechanism under the UNFCCC.

As another practical step in this new direction, the World Bank 1s strongly interested in Russia’s
Initiative, announced earlier today, to convene next year high-level International Conference on
Forests and Climate. We welcome the proposed focus of this initiative on forest sector innovations,
investments and human resource capacity building for purposes of effective adaptation to climate
change. We are ready to support this with our significant recent experience in organization of
regional forest investment forums, and we look forward to cooperating with the Russian Federation,
other interested governments, international and regional organizations, industry and civil society in
the design and preparation of this activity.

The World Bank will be further collaborating with the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)
in promoting implementation of the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests, as
approved by ECOSOC 1n October 2007, and assisting in developing a voluntary forest financing
mechanism to be discussed at the 8" session of UNFF in April 20009.

In light of the challenges facing global forest 1ssues, and given that many forest services provide
essential public goods, developing innovative financing tools and partnerships to complement
existing Bank instruments 1s vital. The World Bank 1s currently undergoing a consultation process
for assessing the scope for an inclusive Global Forest Partnership (GFP) that would provide an
effective platform to achieve tangible progress on the MDGs 1 and 7. We invite and encourage all
interested parties, including MCPFE signatory members and observers, to provide their inputs
into the on-going consultation process — questionnaire brochures are available for your attention at
the conference lobby, as well as on-line at www.iiedgfpconsultation.org. Preliminary results of this
assessment are expected by December of 2007.

We look forward to furthering our cooperation with MCPFE on these important matters.

Thank you.
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CAMERROON

Declaration received on the occasion of the Fifth Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe

Déclaration de Monsieur le Secrétaire Général du Ministére des Foréts et de la Faune
du Cameroun a I'occasion de la 5™ Conférence sur les Foréts en Europe Varsovie
5-7 novembre 2007

Excellences,
Messieurs les Délégués a la cinquieme Conférence Ministérielle sur les Foréts en Europe,
Mesdames Messieurs,

Le Cameroun est heureux d’avoir été honoré de recevoir 'invitation conjointe des Gouvernements
Polonais et Norvégiens en vue d’assister a cette conférence. Je remercie, au nom du Gouvernement,
ces deux pays mais aussi 'Europe pour la contribution dans la gestion durable des écosystemes
forestiers dans le monde.

Mesdames Messieurs,

Le Bassin du Congo dont le Cameroun est une composante est une vaste région forestiere d’environ
230 millions d’hectares, qui constitue, apres I’Amazonie, le second massif de forét tropicale humide
au monde. Les foréts du Bassin du Congo se situent majoritairement en Guinée Equatoriale, au
Cameroun, au Congo Brazzaville et en République Démocratique du Congo (RDC, ex-Zaire) et
couvrent une petite partie de la République Centrafricaine.

Les inventaires scientifiques ont permis d'y recenser pres de 11 000 especes végétales, 438 especes
de reptiles, 336 especes d’amphibiens, 221 especes d'oiseaux et 270 especes de mammiferes dont
43 especes de primates. Aujourd’hui environ 65 millions d’humains vivent dans les foréts du
bassin du Congo. D’autres peuples plus vulnérables, regroupés en différentes «ethnies» comme
les Baka ou les Twa y vivent et représentent environ 3 millions de personnes. Leur mode de vie est
tres fortement lié a la forét. Ils pratiquent la chasse et la cueillette, se soignent avec des plantes,
construisent des huttes avec des végétaux et ont de nombreux rites et coutumes pour honorer les
esprits de la forét.

Les foréts du Bassin du Congo ont été soumises ces dernieres années a une exploitation soutenue.
Chaque année 700 000 ha de foréts disparaissent dans la région. Ce qui correspond a un taux de
diminution de la superficie forestiere d’environ 0,3% par an. Les foréts camerounaises représentent
le deuxieme grand massif forestier du Bassin du Congo en Afrique Centrale et recouvrent 60% du
territoire national. Soit plus de 20 millions d’hectares pour une superficie de 475 442 000 km”.

Le theme choisi pour cette conférence interpelle les pays du Bassin du Congo en général et le
Cameroun en particulier. Car la problématique «forét pour la qualité de la vie» touche prioritairement
nos pays et se situe au cceur de nos réalités.

Mesdames Messieurs,

Lexpérience européenne en matiere de gestion durable des écosystemes forestiers a beaucoup
mspiré le Bassin du Congo. Depuis le Conférence ministérielle européenne d’Helsink: (Finlande)
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en 1993 en passant par la Conférence de Lisbonne en 1998, vous avez mis sur pied les criteres de
gestion durable qui ont été une donnée a penser. En Afrique Centrale, le sommet des Chefs d’Etat
et des Gouvernement tenue en 1999 a posé les premiers jalons des initiatives sous régionales en
la matiere. Rendus huit années apres, le chemin parcouru a permis de faire asseoir un plan de
convergence et de tendre vers une plus grande sensibilisation des acteurs impliqués dans la gestion
des écosystemes. A titre d'illustration, la sixieme CEFDHAC (Conférence sur les Ecosystemes des
Foréts Denses et Humides d’Afrique Centrale) se tiendra du 19 au 22 novembre a Libreville au
Gabon. C’est un forum d’échange multi acteurs de sensibilisation et de mobilisation de tous les
acteurs pour la gestion durable des écosystemes forestiers dans la sous région. Ce forum formule des
propositions pour la conférence des ministres de la COMIFAC (Commission des Foréts d’Afrique
Centrale). Le Cameroun a été I'inspirateur de la plupart de ces processus régionaux et entend aller
de I'avant dans I'initiative. Nous avons adhéré a la plus part des processus régionaux et globaux.
18,5% du territoire national ont été affecté a la conservation ce qui nous situe tres largement
au-dessus de 'objectif 2010 de 12% qui a été fixé par la Convention sur la Diversité Biologique.

Mesdames Messieurs,

La problématique des foréts en rapport avec la qualité de la vie a ses réalités dans nos pays qui
doivent tirer une bonne partie de leurs ressources de I'exploitation forestiere. Nous nous efforcons
ainsi a trouver un juste milieu entre le commerce du bois et la gestion durable. Il s’agit plus
concréetement de promouvolr une exploitation forestiére a moindre impact, la création et la gestion
des plantations forestieres pour pérenniser la ressource. Tout cela suppose une grande implication
des communautés. Le Cameroun vient d’entamer les négociations avec I'Union Européenne pour
la signature d’un accord de Partenariat Volontaire en 2008. Cet accord qui marquera notre ferme
volonté a lutter contre 'exploitation illégale des bois posera aussi les jalons d'une politique qui tend
vers un mécanisme de développement propre. A ce sujet nous militons pour un assouplissement
des conditions du protocole de Kyoto.

Mesdames Messieurs,

A Theure ou les effets des changements climatiques influencent considérablement les équilibres
des écosystemes, la responsabilité des pays forestiers du Bassin du Congo voire celle des pays
consommateurs devient plus grande. Le Cameroun est prét a se mettre aux cotés du monde pour
relever les nouveaux défis. Mon pays prend des mesures pour renforcer ses efforts en matiere de

gestion durable et de lutte contre 'exploitation illégale des foréts.

Depuis le premier Accord sur les bois tropicaux en 1983, beaucoup d’initiatives ont été prises
dans le sens d’'un commerce des bois respectueux de 'environnement. Et la question des foréts
est traitée aujourd’hui dans diverses instances internationales avec le méme tonalité et le méme
souct d’en faire un chapitre important de la grande thématique de développement durable telle
quelle a été édictée au sommet sur la terre a Rio de Janeiro en 1992. Le moment est venu donc de
susciter des synergies entres les diverses instances internationales au sein desquelles sont traitées
les questions forestieres. Le sommet de la terre de Rio, nous a permis de prendre conscience de la
communauté des destins. Il est question de tendre vers un débat multi acteurs global, décomplexée.
Nous pensons que I'Europe peut aider a atteindre ce but.

Je vous remercie.

CANADA

Ms. Jaye Shuttleworth

Director
Environment and Energy Division
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a pleasure an honour for me to participate on behalf of the Government of Canada in the Fifth
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. I would like to express our thanks
to Poland and Norway and the Liaison Unit for their work in organizing this important conference
and extend a personal thank you to our hosts for their warm and generous hospitality.

Like the countries of the MCPFE, there are many reasons why Canada manages 1its forests with
special care.

Canada has 402.1 million hectares of forests and other wooded land, representing 10 per cent of
the world’s forest cover and 30% of the world’s boreal forest. Ninety-three per cent of our forest
land 1s publicly owned and 80 per cent of Aboriginal communities are in forested land. More than
134 mullion hectares of Canada’s Forests are certified as being sustainably managed by one or more
of three globally recognized certification standards — representing the largest area of independently
certified forests in the world.

Yet annually, less than one per cent of forests are harvested across Canada.

However, forests are much more than statistics. Forests are a dominant feature of Canada’s landscape
and central to its economy. They enrich the lives of all Canadians, offer a place of sanctuary and
recreation, and are fundamental to the cultural and spiritual values of Aboriginal peoples.

The critical role that forests play in the ecosystem demands that we manage them 1n a sustainable

manner.

Canada has adopted a vision for the sustainable management of its forests. Our National Forest
Strategy for 2003-2008, describes that vision as: “The long-term health of Canada’s forests
will be maintained and enhanced, for the benefit of all living things, and for the social, cultural,
environmental and economic well-being of all Canadians now and 1in the future.”

The Strategy 1s a roadmap for achieving this vision. It 1s a collaborative approach developed by
representatives of a broad range of forest users to reconcile the diverse values and expectations that
Canadians place on their forests. The Strategy supports an ecosystem-based approach to managing
Canada’s natural forests.

Canada also has a long history of working with the global forest community. Canada 1s a founding
member of the Montréal Process, created in 1994 to develop and implement internationally agreed-
upon criteria and indicators to assess and improve the conservation and sustainable management
of temperate and boreal forests.

Like Europe and other parts of the world, we face many challenges in the sustainable management
of our forests. Insect infestations such as the Mountain Pine Beetle have had a major impact on
forests in the Province of British Columbia. A changing climate has important implications for the
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Canadian forest sector and the more than 300 communities whose livelihood 1s closely associated
with forests.

The complex relationship between forests and climate requires forest researchers, managers and
policy makers to work on mitigation and adaptation. Sound policies based on sound science, will be
critical at every step for both mitigation and adaptation activities.

The changing world of forests requires governments, communities, civil society and all forest

partners to develop innovative strategies to respond to the new challenges facing the forest sector.

Sustainable forest management is a clear priority and central policy focus of Canada’s provincial,
territorial and federal governments. As the concept of sustainable forest management shifts and
adjusts to address changing circumstances and conditions, so must the forest policies and other
initiatives designed to achieve it. A variety of voluntary and legally binding agreements are required

to support the global advancement of sustainable forest management

Your work this week will help to advance our understanding of how to sustainably manage our
forests in the face of the new challenges that confront us. I wish you a successtul conclusion to your

discussions today.

INDIA

Mr. Sevugan Regupathy

Minister of State
Ministry of Environment and Forests

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates,

[ am grateful to the Chair for providing the opportunity to make a statement on behalf of my
delegation.

Mr. Chairman,

India has been participating actively in the international Dialogue on Forests in different processes.
India 1s committed to the forest principles evolved at the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development held in Rio in 1992. Forestry management in India falls under the concurrent
responsibility of federal and State Governments. The National Forest Policy of 1988, formulated
tour years before the Rio Summit, embodies all elements of Sustainable Forest Management. India
considers its forest primarily social and environmental resource, only secondarily a commercial

resource.

All member countries of the United Nations have adopted the Non-Legality Binding Instrument
tor Sustainable Development of All Types of Forests including the shared global objectives during
seventh session of Untied Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and also reaffirm our commitment
to implement the provisions as reflected in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,
the Forest Principles, Chapter 11 of agenda 21, the Proposals for Action of the IPF/IFF the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation as well as in the outcomes of the different sessions of United
Nations Forum on Forests.

The UNFF and the CPF have been successful in promoting better understanding of sustainable
forest management related issues as well as in facilitating coordination among forest-related
instruments and processes. One of the important achievements has been the identification of
gaps 1n the implementation of sustainable forest management, especially in key areas such as the
provision of financial resources and transfer of environmentally sound technologies to developing
countries on preferential terms. The Johannesburg Plan of implementation (JPOI) also recognized
the need for creating and strengthening of partnerships and international cooperation to facilitate
the provision for increased financial resources, transfer of environmentally sound technologies and
capacity building to implement sustainable forest management.

The National Forest Programmes (NFPs) have been formulated in many countries in response to
international commitments and in conformity with the IPF/IFF proposals for action. However,
there are many challenges that need to be met for the implementation of NFPs in developing
countries. With the limited financial resources at their command, and with competing demands
tor development programmes, many of the developing countries are not in a position to allocate
adequate resources for NFPs. Food security, health, drinking water, roads and education get priority.
Apart from this, the spatial scale and the extent of forest resources necessitate huge financial
investments for operationalization and implementation of IPF/IFF proposals of action.
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It 1s well known that the poorest of the poor live in and around forests on which they depend for
their basic needs and to certain extent even livelihoods. The Non Timber Forest Produce (NTFP)
from the forests provides large scope of livelihood opportunities to the people living in and around
torests. I will like to emphasize here that India has empowered people living in and around forests
with occupation and habitation rights on forests through national level legislation. This will benefit
around 350—400 million people living in and around forests. More efforts are needed to build the
capacity of these people with regards to add value to the NTFP and its trade and marketing It
will enhance livelihood opportunities to these people and help us 1n achieving the Millennium
Development Goals.

Mr. Chairman,

India 1s one of the 12 mega diversity countries having 45000 plant species and 81250 species of
fauna, comprising 7% of World’s biodiversity. There are 16 major forest types, varying from alpine
pasture in Himalayas to temperate forests, sub-tropical forests, and mangroves in the coastal line.
Though we have only 2.5 per cent of World’s geographical area and 1.8 per cent of World’s forests,
these, however, support 16% of world’s human population and 18% of livestock population. In spite
of these constraints, we are maintaining around 1/4" of the geographical area of the country under
forest and tree cover through involvement of people and strong forest related legislations. Forests
are inseparably linked with the livelthoods of people living in and around forests for the purposes
of self consumption and sum income generation. Forests contribute to the poverty eradicating
to certain extent and are important for environmental protection. India’s policy of decentralized
centric management of forests, has potential of achieving the most important of the Millennium
Development Goals, which 1s poverty alleviation. In 1990, the Government of India adopted the
principles of “care and share”, highlighting the need and procedures for the involvement of village
communities and voluntary agencies in the protection and development of degraded forests,
popularly called the “Joint Forest Management (JEM) Principles”. These have become cornerstone
of people’s participation in forests management. At present 8—10 million people are managing
more than 22 million hectare forest with benefit sharing mechanism. India has also empowered
communities with occupation and habitation wrights on forests through a national level legislation.
It 1s a milestone for enhancing contribution of forests towards achieving Millennium Development
Goals as well as shared global objectives. India 1s very much concerned about wildlife conservation
and conserving its wildlife with the creation of more than 600 national parks Sanctuaries, community
and biosphere reserves.

The task before us 1s to identity priority areas and focus attention on such issues at international
level that would facilitate actions at the national level to achieve sustainable forest management,
keeping in view national circumstances and priorities, and, at the same time, promote actions for
support to the developing countries in capacity building as well as in meeting the financing gap.

Any number of programmes or plans will not help achieve the goal of sustainable development
unless we devise effective financial arrangements to implement them. India supports establishment
of financial arrangements that would assist developing countries in the implementation of proposals
for actions. Setting up a Global Forest Fund and earmarking resources for forestry projects in
GAF could be some of the options instead of exploring possibility of revenue generation from
payment of ecological services for SFM. We are of the view that national forest programmes, where
existing, should be the basis for channelising and prioritising financial assistance for forestry sector
in developing countries by donor communities including the Collaborative Partnership on Forest
(CPF). Furthermore the mandate of CPF members for forestry sector development should be in
consonance with the shared global objectives for sustainable development of forests.

India

At the end, we once again endorse our commitment to the Forest Principles for conservation,
management and sustainable development of all types of forests agreed in UNCED at Rio in
1992 and commitment to achieve shared global objectives adopted through Non-Legally Binding

International Instrument for Sustainable Development of Forests.

Thank you. JAI Hind.
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JAPAN

Mr. Yuichi Sato

Forestry Agency, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

on behalf of

the Montreal Process Working Group on Criteria and Indicators for the Conservation
and Sustainable Management of Temperate and Boreal Forests

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s my great pleasure to have this opportunity to make a brief statement on behalf of the Montreal
Process Working Group on Criteria and Indicators for the Conservation and Sustainable Management
of Temperate and Boreal Forests.

The Montreal Process, concurrently with the Pan-European process on criteria and indicators
initiated under the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE), has
developed, adopted and implemented the Criteria and Indicators (C&I) for sustainable forest
management 1n temperate and boreal forests in the member countries. The members include 12
countries; Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Mexico, New Zealand, Russian Federation,
Korea, United States of America, Uruguay and Japan, that across the Continents, account for 60

percent of all forests in the world, and 90 percent of the world’s temperate and boreal forests.

One of the goals of the Montreal Process 1s to enhance the relevance of the criteria and indicators
to sustainable forest management and improve each member country’s ability to report on forest
trends and progress toward sustainable forest management. Since the Montreal Process adopted
a set of 7 Criteria and 67 Indicators in 1995, we have produced a number of outcomes. In 1998, we
developed comprehensive Technical Notes to help with data collection and reporting. In 2003, the
1** Country Forest Reports were prepared by member countries using the criteria. Also in 2003,
the Working Group prepared the 1* Montreal Process overview report that presents data from all
12 countries. We are in the process of finalizing a three-year process to review and revise the 67
indicators based on experiences gained in preparing the 2003 Country Forest Reports. The set of
indicators will be used by member countries in our second reporting period in 2009/2010 1n time
for the next World Forest Congress and the 2011 International Year of the Forest.

The concept of sustainable forest management is now widely understood among the 12 Montreal
Process countries. We have each improved our capacity to assess and report on national forest
trends. We have used our C&I as a framework for developing policies, plans and inventories at
sub-national levels. In North America and the Southern Cone of Latin America, countries have

cooperated to develop and apply consistent approaches to forest inventory and data collection.

We had also appreciated the opportunity to participate in the collaboration workshop hosted by
MCPFE 1n Poland and are working to further the results of that workshop with your scientists in
another workshop next year. Through these supportive activities and event, we have accumulated
the experiences and lessons learnt in regards to the application of the criteria and indicators in the

respective counties.

At the beginning of this year, Japan was given the role of liaison office for the Montreal Process

from Canada, which had hosted the Liaison Office since 1995. We will make every effort to fulfill

Japan

the expectations of our role. The current challenges the Montreal Process faces include finalizing
our revision of the Montreal Process indicators, revision of the technical notes based on the new
indicators and developing the first Montreal Process strategic action plan. The Working Group will
address these 1ssues at 1ts meeting later this month in Buenos Aires. It was noted in the United
Nations Forum on Forests that the member states should consider the seven thematic elements of sustainable
forest management, which are drawn from the criteria identified by existing C&I processes, and should, on
voluntary basis, submit national reports to the Forum taking into consideration the seven thematic elements.
In this regards, it will also be required to facilitate the preparation of the 2™ national reports
by each Montreal Process member country with the improvement of reporting quality. Possible
tuture collaboration and harmonization with the other criteria and indicators 1nitiatives, including

MCPFE, would also be desirable.

Finally, we would like to thank you for the kind hospitality extended to us during this important
meeting. [ also thank you for the interesting and important discussion regarding mitigation of
climate change during this conference. We look forward to working closely with the Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe.

Thank you.

91|



STATEMENTS OF OBSERVER COUNTRIES

MOROCCO

Mr. Abdeladim Lhafi

High Commissioner
High Commissariat for Water, Forestry and Combating Desertification

M. le Président,

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs,

Je voudrais a mon tour remercier et féliciter la Pologne et la Norvege pour I'excellente organisation

de cette rencontre et pour les conditions qu’ils ont su réunir pour sa réussite.

Le Maroc dans sa premiere participation, en tant que pays observateur a cette 5eme conférence
ministérielle pour la protection des foréts en Europe, montre son engagement pour une gestion
durable des foréts sous 'angle notamment des trois principales conventions des Nations Unies et
dans 'esprit du sommet de la Terre de Rio, principalement celles relatives aux forét, a la biodiversité,
aux changements climatiques et a la lutte contre la désertification.

La forét marocaine a, a la fois, la richesse et la fragilité des foréts méditerranéennes. 2eme dans le
bassin méditerranéen en terme de biodiversité et en terme d’especes endémiques propres, la forét
marocaine constitue un élément structurant dans le développement rural du pays, et sa gestion
de maniere durable appelle un compromis permanent entre d'une part, les légitimes exigences du
développement, la nécessaire prise en compte des aspects soclaux, et I'impératif de préserver les
fragiles équilibres des écosystemes. Le développement durable se présente dés lors, comme le point
de rencontre que détermineront les arbitrages entre des logiques divergentes.

Sur le plan économique, la prise de conscience d'une réalité s’est imposée; la forét marocaine est
d’abord une forét de conservation avant d’étre une forét de production en bois et en produits non
ligneux. Son réle dans le développement s’exprime, a travers sa faible productivité directe, certes
mais aussi dans la protection des infrastructures, en premier lieu, les barrages et les retenues d’eau,
qui regoivent annuellement pres de 75 millions de m? de terre de fait de I'érosion et qui voient par
conséquent leur durée de vie réduite d’autant. La fixation des sols des terres agricoles et par voie de
conséquence, la préservation du potentiel de production agricole est aussi un objectif central.

Sur le plan social, la forét marocaine, domaine de I'Etat dans sa presque totalité, est un espace ouvert,
grevé de divers droits d'usage, ou les usagers ayant droit ont accés notamment aux prélevements
de bois d’énergie, et aux paturages en forét. Le prélevement de bois est 2 a 3 fois supérieur au
potentiel de production et les surpaturages posent un probleme de densité, la forét supportant
2 a 5 tfois plus que son offre potentielle en unités fourrageres avec un séjour en forét qui ne se
limite plus aux périodes de soudure mais s’étale sur presque toute I'année. Au dela du prélevement

fourrager, la présence du cheptel constitue un élément de désorganisation du cycle de I'eau.

La troisieme contrainte est d’ordre climatique. Aux variations classiques d’essence conjoncturelle
se superposent les changements climatiques structurels; une tendance lourde, notamment par les
sécheresses récurrentes devenues plus fréquentes quant a leur survenue, plus longues dans leur
durée et plus aigues dans leur intensité. Et quand bien méme les bilans hydriques se réveleraient
normaux dans leurs moyennes annuelles, la régularité et la distribution temporelle nous placent de
plus en plus dans une rupture consommeée entre la sécheresse agricole forestiere d'une part, et la

sécheresse météorologique et hydrologique d’autre part. Ce découplage est devenu désormais une

Marocco

constante des changements climatiques, aggravés par les situations extrémes et des conséquences
notamment sur l'inflammabilité des essences forestieres ou les inondations pendant les périodes
critiques de 'année.

A partir de I'analyse de ces trois contraintes, le Maroc a souscrit une politique forestiere basée
sur une véritable gestion du territoire et de 'espace sous un angle holistique et intégré, ou les
arbitrages doivent étre constamment rendus notamment dans la gestion des conflits de 'usage de
I'espace. A la gestion du territoire s’est imposée une politique de participation et de partenariat
avec 'ensemble des opérateurs pour la mise en place d'une culture de coresponsabilité en lieu et
place d'une gestion conflictuelle.

LlInitiative Nationale pour le Développement Humain, initiée des I'année 2005, est venue consacrer
ces principes par une démarche et une approche ou le développement durable constitue 'ossature
centrale du processus de restauration des écosystemes dans leur complexité. Elle constitue un
catalyseur pour les programmes de reboisement qui atteignent 40 000 ha annuels, pour le traitement
des bassins versants et la lutte contre I'érosion hydrique, ou une action prioritaire concerne
1,5x106 ha ou encore pour le programme de restauration de I'espace et sa biodiversité sur plus
de 150 S.I.LB.E pour une superficie de 2,5x106, en plus des réserves de biospheres, arganeraie,
palmeraie, cédraie et la derniere réserve intercontinentale de biosphere adoptée par 'UNESCO en
2006 sur plus de 106 ha a partie égale entre I’Andalousie et le RIF occidental.

Le Maroc s'inscrit délibérément dans le mouvement d'une gestion durable qui concilie le
développement et le respect des ressources naturelles pour que la pression du présent ne
compromette pas le futur et la solidarité intergénérationnelle.

Merci de votre attention.
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Ms. Leslie Weldon

Director for External Affairs
U.S. Forest Service

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Esteemed Delegates,

It 1s a privilege to be here representing Abigail Kimbell, Chief of the United States Forest Service.
The Forest Service mission 1s to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s
forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. I have appreciated the

opportunity to listen to you these past two days. We share many of your concerns.

Climate change 1s a great environmental and economic challenge. The contribution of forests to
addressing climate change 1s crucial. As has already been noted, 20% of global greenhouse gas
emissions results from deforestation and other land use changes. We can and must find ways to
sustain and strengthen the role of forests as carbon sinks and renewable sources of energy. Like
you, we are taking steps domestically and internationally to “avoid deforestation” and promote

sustainable forest management.

Many areas of the United States have warmed over the past 40 years, with the greatest changes
occurring 1n the north and west, causing earlier snowmelt in the spring and increased evaporation.
Rising temperatures are expected to lead to longer summer droughts and changes in water timing
and supply, increasing stress on forests and mortality from insects and diseases, as well as fire.
Research indicates correlations between the size and intensity of wildfires in the U.S. and the extent
and severity of drought and the length of the fire season.

These challenges are complex, but we are working to address them in a number of ways.

The U.S. Forest Service manages millions of hectares of forests to make them more resistant to
wildfires, insects and disease, and more resilient to stresses associated with climate change. In the
last six years, federal, state and local partners have worked together to restore healthy forests and
reduce fire hazards on 8 million hectares of forested land. Together, we have complete over 1 100
Community Wildfire Protection Plans and are helping private forest owners to conserve forests and
adapt to climate change. We are also working closely with government, industry and NGO partners
to strengthen conservation education and improve forest reporting using the Montreal Process

Criteria and Indicators.

Our scientists are looking for better ways to forecast how ecosystems will change 1n response to
a changing climate, and are developing tools to help managers and policymakers make decisions.
We are fortunate to have an extensive network of research laboratories, over two decades of climate
change research, three decades of air pollution research, extensive experience with scientific

assessments, and longstanding research partnerships at home and abroad.

The Forest Service 1s also working to reduce it’s carbon footprint and greenhouse gas emissions
from our agency operations. We are pursuing ways to use more wood, and less coal, to heat and light
our buildings, and we are making our vehicles more fuel-etficient. We are pioneering new uses for
woody biomass in wood products and for energy. We are “greening” urban areas by planting trees to

store carbon, provide shade, reduce municipal water treatment and improve quality of life.

United States of America

The United States 1s also partnering with nations worldwide to better manage forests for their
multiple benefits, including as sources of wood, energy and water. We provide 80 to 100 million

dollars a year in direct assistance to help countries avoid deforestation.

Since 2000, we have concluded debt-for-nature agreements with 13 countries in Africa, Asia and
Latin America. These programs have not only relieved debt burdens but are generating 163 million
dollars to protect 20 million hectares of threatened tropical forests.

Through the President’s Initiative Against 1llegal Logging, we are helping countries to strengthen
the rule of law, empower communities and establish transparent business practices. In 2004 we
launched what 1s now a 13 million dollar multi-donor Liberia Forest Initiative, which 1s helping the
post-war regime establish a sustainable and legal commercial forest sector. In 2006 we concluded
a bilateral agreement with Indonesia to combat illegal logging and associated trade. We are discussing
a similar agreement with China to recognize our shared responsibilities as the world’s largest
timber producers, consumers and traders. We are also working with a number of you to develop

private/public partnerships, to train customs officials, and to develop forest standards and markets.

Mr. Chairman, regional approaches are crucial to addressing forest 1ssues. We are engaged with
G8 and other partners to catalyze political commitment and action through regional Forest Law
Enforcement and Governance processes. Since 2002, we have committed 68 million dollars to the
Congo Basin Forest Partnership. In 2005 we began a 5-year, 50 million dollar program to conserve
the forests of the Amazon Basin. At the recent APEC Summit in Australia, we co-sponsored China’s
proposal to establish an Asia-Pacific Network to enhance forest management and rehabilitation in

the region.

These regional processes complement the MCPFE, as does the Montreal Process on Criteria and
Indicators for the Conservation and Sustainable Management on Temperate and Boreal Forests.
Later this month, the Montreal Process will finalize a revised set of indicators to assess national
forest trends and progress toward sustainable forest management, based on lessons learned since

1995.

Regionalforestapproacheswill be key toinforming global climate discussions. We welcome Australia’s
Global Initiative on Forests and Climate and the UK’s leadership in the Global Partnership for
Forest Landscape Restoration. We also welcome the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types
of Forests adopted by the UN Forum on Forests as a framework for national action and international

cooperation, including action to “reduce the loss of forest cover worldwide.”

Mr. Chairman, in concluding, let me come back to the U.S. context. As Forest Service Chief Kimbell
listens to people around the country talk about climate change and drought, she has concluded that
our most 1mportant resource in meeting these long-term challenges 1s not forests, vital as forests
are. Our most important resource 1s our children. They will need to carry on what we have started.
Our kids, the “Google-Earth Generation,” need to learn why forests are so valuable, so they can

safeguard the world’s forests for generations to come.

[ would like to thank the governments of Poland and Norway for inviting the United States to
observe these important proceedings regarding the sustainable management of European forests.
These two days have been very informative. We appreciate Poland’s warm welcome and gracious

hospitality throughout the conference.

Thank you.
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WARSAW DECLARATION

Conditions of life on our planet are threatened and call for immediate action.

The challenge for all governments and civil soclety 1s to protect and sustainably use

the Earth’s natural resources. European forests have a vital role to play, as they can

improve and benefit the quality of life and in particular contribute to climate change

mitigation, energy supply and water protection.

1.

Being aware of continuous change of climate conditions and the foreseen
consequences for forest ecosystems and forestry, and recognising the role of forests,
sustainable forest management and forest products in climate change mitigation,
as well as the ongoing need for adaptation to climate change.

material and renewable energy source and recognising the need to enhance wood
supply.

Stressing the role of forests for water quality and quantity and for alleviating floods
and droughts, as well as noting impacts of climate change on forest and water.

Recognising the importance of the full economic value of the multiple services
provided by forests and the need to have adequate means and measures to secure

these services.

Acknowledging that secure property and land tenure rights are a prerequisite for
the implementation of sustainable forest management.

to environmental, economic, social and cultural dimensions of sustainable
development and particularly to the achievement of internationally agreed goals,
including the Four Global Objectives on Forests agreed by the United Nations

Stressing the importance of using sustainably produced wood as a renewable raw

Emphasising that sustainable forest management contributes significantly
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8.

Forum on Forests (UNFF), the Millennium Development Goals, the 2010
Biodiversity Targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the
Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS).

Highlighting the importance of providing European input to the international
forest policy dialogue.

Welcoming the Non-legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests and the
Multi-year Programme of Work of the United Nations Forum on Forests for
2007-2015 adopted at the Seventh Session of UNFE

Building on the 17 years of achievements and experiences and continuous efforts
of the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE) to
strengthen the economic, environmental, social and cultural aspects of forests at
all levels.

As representatives of the Signatory States and the European Community, we commit ourselves to:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Benefiting Quality of Life

ensure that forests and their sustainable management play an active role in the sustainable
development and well being of European society, for both rural and urban areas,

ensure that forests and their sustainable management play an active role in
combating the negative effects of climate change through both mitigation and
adaptation measures,

maintain, conserve, restore and enhance the biological diversity of forests, including
their genetic resources through sustainable forest management,

enhance the use of wood as a renewable raw material and source of energy from
sustainably managed forests,

ensure that forests and their sustainable management play an active role in maintaining
and enhancing water quality and quantity and in mitigating natural hazards, such as
floods, droughts, avalanches, land slides as well as in combating soil erosion and
desertification,

Tackling Challenges

strengthen the competitiveness of the forest sector in order to increase its capacity
to benefit the quality of life,

raise the profile and awareness of the multiple benefits of forests and forestry
as well as the role of the forest sector, within government structures, private sector
and with the general public,

create enabling conditions in order to increase the mobilisation of wood from
sustainably managed forests for all uses,

Warsaw Declaration
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18. ensure that all wood production, including short rotation and fast growing energy
crops, 1s guided by the principles of sustainability in order to provide for fair
competition between sectors,

19. continue to contribute to mitigation of and adaptation to climate change and
in this regard to further develop Pan-European guidance for afforestation and
reforestation,

20. establish coherence between policies on forest and water resources and coordinate
sustainable forest management and integrated water resources management,

21.develop and implement innovative tools for securing water-related services provided
by forests, such as payments for ecosystem services (PES)! or other measures,

22 further promote national forest programmes or equivalents for cross-sectoral
coordination and as a means for coherent implementation of forest related
International commitments,

23. further strengthen efforts to promote good governance and forest law enforcement to
combat illegal logging and related trade of forest products, inter alia by cooperating
on and promoting public procurement policies that demand timber and timber
products from legal and sustainable sources,

24.take effective measures to improve understanding between policy makers,
practitioners and the scientific community in order to better use scientific knowledge
and research results relevant to forests and the forest sector as a sound basis for
decision making,

25.strengthen forest and forest sector related employment, education, training and
communication and ensure equal opportunities in accessing them,

26. promote research, especially on the role of forests in climate change mitigation,
adaptation of forests to climate change as well as the use of wood and biomass, the
relationship between forest and water and functioning of forest ecosystems,

Global - Regional Cooperation and Partnerships

27.further promote effective implementation of sustainable forest management at
all levels and contribute to the international forest policy dialogue by continued
cooperation on forest issues in Europe and by sharing European achievements and
experiences with other regions,

28.further support and cooperate with countries undertaking forest sector reform,
particularly those countries with economies in transition to fully incorporate the
principles of sustainable forest management 1n their forest sectors,

!payments for ecosystem services (PES) — contractual transactions between buyers and sellers for ecosystem
services or land use/management practices likely to secure those services. In: “Recommendations on payments
for ecosystem services in Integrated Water Resources Management”, UNECE Water Convention, 2006.

0|
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

contribute to the achievement of the Four Global Objectives on Forests as well as
the implementation of the Non-legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests
and the Multi-year Programme of Work of the United Nations Forum on Forests
for 2007-2015,

develop, in cooperation with other regional bodies, processes and agreements,
consistent inputs from the Pan-European region to the work of the United Nations
Forum on Forests for 2007-2015, addressing 1ssues of the agenda items of UNFF
sesslons and strengthening the collaboration with the international arrangement
on forests, inter alia, through sharing regional perspectives, approaches and
experiences,

support objectives and actions at the Pan-European level that enhance the regional
contribution to the achievements of the Four Global Objectives on Forests agreed
by the UNFI and other relevant global commitments,

undertake further efforts towards strengthening collaboration of the MCPFE with
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) with
the aim to recognise diverse roles of forests and their products in climate change
mitigation, in the context of the post-2012 climate regime, as far as it contributes

to the ultimate objectives of the UNFCCC,

strengthen collaboration of the MCPFE with the United Nations Convention on
Combating Desertification (UNCCD) with the view to enhance the role of forests
in combating desertification and combating floods,

contribute to the implementation of the relevant programmes of work of the CBD
through effectively implementing the MCPFE commitments,

encourage joint activities of the forest and water sectors and enhance cooperation
between the MCPFE and the Water Convention of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE),

support Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) ministerial processes
and enhance collaboration between the MCPFE and the Europe and North Asia
Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (ENA FLEG),

use 1nnovative and effective approaches to further strengthen the existing
cooperation with other regional bodies and processes in Europe, such as Environment
for Europe/PEBLDS, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
European Forestry Commission (FAO EFC), and UNECE Timber Committee
(UNECE TC) 1in order to benefit from synergies, including for the development
of consistent Pan-European input to UNFT sessions,

Putting MCPFE commitments into action

develop a work programme for the implementation of commitments of the Fifth
Ministerial Conference on the Protection on Forests in Europe in cooperation with
relevant organizations, institutions and processes and to reinforce implementation
of previous commitments,

Warsaw Declaration
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39.organise 1n this context together with stakeholders actions to communicate at all

levels and to raise public awareness on the cross-sectoral importance of forests,
and the forest sector,

40. carry out a review of the MCPFE process by the Sixth Ministerial Conference,

by assessing progress made and obstacles faced in the implementation of its
commitments.
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WARSAW RESOLUTION 1

Forests, Wood and Energy

Supporting the objectives of mitigating climate change and increasing security of

supply of energy.

Emphasising that forest biomass, wood processing residues and recovered wood
represent important sources of renewable energy that can reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by replacing fossil fuels.

Recognising the need to improve both energy and resource efficiency in production
and consumption of bio-energy.

Recognising the need to increase knowledge on the role of forest ecosystems as
well as forest based products in long term carbon sequestration as a contribution
to mitigate climate change in the context of the post-2012 climate regime.

Acknowledging that sustainable forest management practices and enlargement
of the forest area in Europe have resulted in an increased availability of forest
resources, providing in many parts of Europe the potential for increasing wood
mobilisation while respecting the principles of sustainable forest management.

Recognising the significance of European forestry and forest-based industries,
as well as the importance of maintaining their long term economic viability and
competitiveness and emphasising that forests provide raw material for the forest-
based sector as well as for energy.

Noting the increased competing demand for wood as a renewable raw material and
as a renewable energy carrier and the need to avoid undue distortion of competition
between different end uses.

Warsaw Resolution 1
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12.
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Noting a need for improved and more comprehensive information on wood resources
and wood consumption as a basis for better informed policy making and strategy
setting.

Recognising that an increasing demand for wood, creates new income opportunities
for forest owners, entrepreneurs and managers and also for wealth, jobs and
economic growth, especially in rural areas.

Being aware that the fragmentation of forest ownership in Europe represents
a challenge for maintaining active and sustainable management of forests and
mobilising wood.

.Recognising the complementary role of using woody biomass in reducing forest

fire risk.

Building on previous MCPFE commitments, and recognising the ongoing work
in the area of forests, wood and energy carried out by international conventions,
organisations and processes.

The Signatory States and the European Community, commit themselves to:

I. Enhancing the role of the forest sector in energy production

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

take effective measures within the framework of sustainable forest management to
increase the use of woody biomass for energy generation, taking into account the
importance of processing residues and recovered wood as renewable energy sources,

assess environmental impacts of wood production for energy including impacts on
soll, water, biodiversity and nutrient cycles,

adjust policies and instruments, including research and development, to support
enabling conditions that encourage investments in the production and distribution
of bio-energy, increased mobilisation, efficient use of wood and energy,

strengthen the position of the forest sector in cross-sectoral debates concerning energy
through developing communication and raising awareness about present assets, the
existing potential in the forest sector and the multiple benefits of using wood fuel,

encourage partnerships among public and private forest owners, forest based
industries and energy producers aiming at the development of markets for bio-energy,

II. Mobilisation of wood resources

18.

19.

analyse and assess on a sclentific and practical basis, and in dialogue with
stakeholders, the existing and potential wood resources in Europe, inter alia, based
on national forest inventories, as well as the feasibility and constraints for wood
mobilisation,

develop and further improve systems of data collection on the consumption of
wood for energy,
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21.

22.

23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
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ensure enabling conditions for increased sustainable wood production through
stronger interlinking of national forest policies with policies on sustainable
development, agriculture, land use, rural development, environment, energy
and industry,

identify and remove unintended barriers to an increase of sustainable wood
production and mobilisation in forests of all types of ownership,

examine different practices under sustainable forest management and promote the
use of a range of sustainable management systems including short rotation and
coppice forestry in accordance with national law, to increase wood production and
mobilisation in order to effectively address a growing demand for wood,

assess feasibility of mobilising wood resources from areas outside forests,

encourage capacity building of forest owners and their cooperatives and facilitate
their cooperation and information exchange, inter alia, on access to wood markets,
providing information, education, training and extension services, to empower
and motlvate proactive sustainable forest management in order to mobilise
more wood,

promote development of the capacity of the forest workforce, entrepreneurs and
managers 1n order to increase their ability to better respond to the needs of wood
markets through education, training, and the use of innovative techniques,

promote adequate forestry and logistical infrastructures in order to facilitate
access to wood resources and flexibility in responding to market demands,

support mobilisation of biomass from forests with high risk of fires, decreasing in
this way a level of forests vulnerability,

encourage the application of sustainable management practices for wood production
outside forests.

S
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WARSAW RESOLUTION 2

Forests and Water

Recognising the close interrelation between forests and water.

Concerned that there 1s a growing imbalance between freshwater supply and demand.
Aware of the need to ensure adequate water quality and quantity.

Stressing the need for adequate water conditions in order to sustain European society.

Emphasising the role of forests and forest management for biodiversity of water
ecosystems.

Concerned that climate change will have severe effects on the frequency, scale and
intensity of natural hazards suchasfloods, debris flow, avalanches, storms, and droughts
and will have an impact on forest and water resources and their management.

Stressing the role of forests and forest management in protecting water quality,
managing water resources for the quantity of all waters, flood alleviation, combating
desertification and soil protection as well as the importance of mountain forests in
the reduction of land slides, erosion and effects of avalanches.

Concerned that the frequency and size of forest fires is increasing and that fires
occur more frequently, even at higher latitudes and altitudes, resulting in severe
impacts on watersheds, water quality, quantity and soil erosion.

Emphasising that the full economic value of forests has to be adequately recognised
and in particular the value of providing ecosystem services.

10. Recognising that forest owners have rights and responsibilities and noting the

importance of prior consultations regarding the provision of water-related services.

07|
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11. Stressing the need to involve local communities and other relevant stakeholders in
planning and implementation of water related forest policies.

12.Building on previous MCPFE commitments and recognising the ongoing work in
the area of forests and water carried out by international conventions, organizations
and processes.

The Signatory States and the European Community, commit themselves to:
I. Sustainable management of forests in relation to water

13. maintain and enhance the protective functions of forests for water and soil, as well
as for mitigating local water-related natural disasters through sustainable forest
management, including through public and private partnerships,

14.assess afforestation and reforestation programmes in terms of their effects on
quality and quantity of water resources, flood alleviation and soil,

15. promote the restoration of degraded forests, particularly in floodplains and
upper watershed areas for the benefit of the water environment, flood reduction,
conservation of biodiversity and soil protection,

II. Coordinating policies on forests and water

16. develop and improve policies for forest and water resources management that
contribute to the maintenance of ecosystems and the sustainable provision of their
services,

17. coordinate forest and water resources management policies through national forest
programmes or equivalents and integrated water resources management plans and
strategles at the appropriate levels,

18.develop adequate or improve the existing institutional arrangements to better
cooperate 1n addressing the interrelation between forest and water issues,

19. address the management of forests and water at the transboundary watershed level
through enhanced international cooperation,

20. enhance education, training, research and extension services to promote knowledge
and understanding of forest and water interactions,

21.1increase awareness of the relationship between forests and water as well as the
potential of forests and their sustainable management to improve the water
environment,

III. Forests, water and climate change

22.develop a deeper understanding of the potential consequences of climate change
on forest and water interactions, including desertification and biodiversity loss as

Warsaw Resolution 2
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well as the frequency, scale and intensity of floods, storms, droughts, forest fires,
pests and diseases,

23.develop appropriate policies and strategies for managing forests and water resources
sustainably to adapt to climate change and contribute to its mitigation,

IV. Economic valuation of water-related forest services

24. assess the economic value of forest services related to quality and quantity of water
resources and flood alleviation from which society benefits,

.incorporate the economic valuation of water-related forest services into relevan
25 porate th luat f wat lated forest to rel t
policies and strategies on forests and water,

26.facilitate the development and implementation of measures, which may include
economic tools such as payments for ecosystem services (PES)' in order to broaden
and diversify the financial basis for sustainable forest management and to maintain
the protective functions of forests.

!payments for ecosystem services (PES) — contractual transactions between buyers and sellers for ecosystem ser-
vices or land use/management practices likely to secure those services. In: “Recommendations on payments for
ecosystem services in Integrated Water Resources Management”, UNECE Water Convention, 2006.
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on the occasion of the
Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection
of Forests in Europe

5-7 November 2007, Warsaw, Poland

We, the Ministers responsible for forests in Europe, would like to express our
sympathy to and solidarity with the people and the Governments of the countries
of Southern Europe who have suffered during recent years from the effects of huge
forest fires, the families of people who lost their lives, and those who lost their homes
and their ways and means of life, with special reference to the disasters in Greece in the

summer of 2007.

We would also like to express our readiness to explore further measures to prevent
such forest fires and to restore the economic, social and ecological potential of the
affected areas, as soon as possible.

FIFTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON THE PROTECTION OF
FORESTS IN EUROPE

5-7 November, 2007, Warsaw, Poland

5th MCPFE

FORESTS
FOR

QUALITY )
OF LIFE / \f

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

0

on the occasion of the
Fifth Ministerial Conference on the Protection
of Forests in Europe

5-7 November 2007, Warsaw, Poland

We, the Ministers responsible for forests in Europe declare the week of 20-24 October
2008 to be the Pan-European Forest Week 2008.

This week should increase the visibility of forests and the forest sector and raise
awareness about their important contribution to the protection of the environment
and the development of economy and society in Europe.

Building on the progress made in Europe towards sustainable forest management over
last decades and the well established and effective regional cooperation to this end,
this week would also give an opportunity for additional concerted efforts to promote
sustainable forest management and to engage other sectors in a participatory dialogue
on forest related issues of cross-sectoral nature.

The Pan-European Forest Week 2008, jointly prepared by the Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe, European Forestry Commission and Timber
Committee, will provide an umbrella and framework for a series of events and for
different European actors, including the public and private sector and civil society.

We encourage governments, national and regional bodies and processes as well as
stakeholders to engage in this effort and organize actions at all levels to communicate and
to raise public awareness on the importance of forests and the forest sector for Europe.
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CHAIRMAN'S SUMMARY
of the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue

Mr. Hosny EL-LAKANY

Adjunct Professor of Forestry
University of British Columbia
Canada

The Multi Stakeholder Dialogue (MSD) took place on 5 November, 2007 as a part of the
5% Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. The MSD involved six Major
Groups (MGs): the “youth”, “forest owners”, “forest industry”, “social NGO'’s”, “environmental
NGO’s” and “scientific community”. The Major Group “forest owners” was represented by two Sub-
groups: state forest owners and private forest owners. These groups included all non-governmental
and research organizations which participate in the MCPFE. The MSD included statements by the
focal points of the six MGs followed by a dialogue with ministers responsible for forests in Europe

and with the representative of the intergovernmental organizations.

The MSD was facilitated by Prof. Hosny El-Lakany, Faculty of Forestry, University of British
Columbia. He summarized the history of the participation of Civil Society representatives in the
international forest dialogue. He recalled that the way MSD’s were conducted and that their results
have often been problematic, but noted that 1t 1s now more collaborative than confrontational. He

called on participants to have an open and constructive dialogue.

The Major Group “Youth” stressed the importance of education and training in the framework of
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM), and highlighted the role of higher forestry education as
a key element of a successful implementation of SFM as well as a significant investment in the future
development of science. The students asked the ministers to continue promoting the participation
of young professionals in the framework of the MCPFE and encouraged the governments to provide
grant programs for education at national and Pan-European levels.

The state forest owners stressed the tradition and contribution of state forests organizations to
SFM and their role 1n transferring the resolutions of the MCPFE to the operational level. They
emphasized the fact that management of public forests 1s more than an administrative mission.
Forests could be managed in a sustainable manner so that ecological services and opportunities
for jobs and economic development in rural areas are combined with supply of timber. This, 1n
their views, allows forestry to play a crucial role in reaching the European target concerning the
renewable energy production and consequently in mitigating climate change. The possibilities
offered by the Kyoto Protocol should be taken into account and EUSTAFOR members will take
part in the development of operative projects, through afforestation and forest management that

will demonstrate the forest potential for carbon sequestration.

Private forest owners called upon the policy makers to acknowledge the cross-disciplinary role of
forests and forestry, its goods and services in achieving sustainable development and highlighted
the important role forestry plays in policies addressing climate change and water. They underlined
challenges to further ensure coherence and compatibility of difference sectoral policies and
international processes with relevance to forests and forestry and the use of natural resources. They
emphasized the position of forest owners and cooperatives in the mobilization of wood resources
and development of local and regional energy networks. There 1s still need to fully value the goods
and services that forests and forestry provide to European society and acknowledge the role of

MSD Chairman’s Summary

forest owners in securing these services. They stressed the importance of secure property rights,

land tenure and coherence of international processes with forest owners.

Forest industry emphasized the current favorable political atmosphere that pays increased attention
to wood and 1its usage as biomass, hence contributing to climate change mitigation and secure
energy supply in Europe. Forests and forestry sector can play a positive role in this context but, they
warned, 1f the efforts will not be coordinated, balanced and accompanied by adequate policies and
instruments, there will be significant negative impacts for Europe. In the views of forest industry,
disproportionate subsidies for renewable energy developments could lead to further competition
for raw materials and biomass and consequently price increases and threat the long standing
commitments towards sustainability. They proposed that wood raw material be used primarily for
wood industry, then for bio-energy. The forest industry stressed their role in implementing polices
related to clean and renewable energy sources.

Social NGO'’s highlighted the social dimension of forestry especially in ensuring the multiple values
and services forests provide to society as well as their role as a source of employment and income.
Sustainable forestry needs sustainable workforce, hence qualified forest personnel are needed for
the optimization of all aspects of modern, multi-functional forestry. There 1s a concern that income
opportunities may be threatened if forestry is not competitive with other forms of employment.
This could be seen as an obstacle to achieving the goals laid out in the Warsaw declaration and
the resolutions. Therefore, it 1s a crucial challenge for all actors in forestry on both a political and
a practical levels to agree on means to strengthen human resources and employment in the forestry
sector. Still, foresters, workers, contractors and certifiers are entrusted with the responsibility for
creating Forests for Quality of Life and promised to play their role as an essential bridge between
the commitments and demands from society and industry for development.

The Scientific community underlined the importance of continued collaboration between scientists
and policy makers for informed and effective policy making and pointed out the crucial role of
science 1n bringing up the 1ssue of climate change to the political agenda. There 1s a need for the
MCPFE to formulate adaptation strategies and multidisciplinary tools for assessing the impacts of
the changing environment on forests. Studies on impacts of measures and policies for mitigating
climate change will play an essential role in creating a scientific knowledge base for decision-makers.
These 1ssues are already tackled by the organizations representing the scientific community and
there 1s a will to share the findings and collaborate in the implementation of joint commitments
towards research in this Conference. The MCPFE would benefit from more systematic integration
of research input and 1t was suggested, to develop within the process, a research agenda related to
tuture outlooks, implementation needs and key emerging issues.

The environmental NGO'’s pointed out the delay in implementing some of the critical commitments
agreed upon by the Ministers responsible for European forests at the previous Ministerial
Conferences and urged them to take concrete actions in order to implement them. As for the
MCPFE, there 1s concern that pure concentration on SFM may not solve the problems of European
forests and weaken the process. The process should have in place crosscutting solutions and more
actively look for dialogue with other sectors. The link between forests, climate change and energy,
so far has been insufficiently addressed and there 1s a need for more holistic approach which would
balance economic, socio-environmental benefits and values of forests. They called on Ministers to
take more effective actions to reduce the alarming rates of deforestations in tropical forests and to
participate in the proposed deforestation Action Plan proposed by the environmental NGO'’s. they
turther proposed 8 actions and posed 3 specific questions to the participants.
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The group statements were followed by an open discussion, and a dialogue with ministers and

delegates. The floor was open to all countries and the participants to intervene.

ITASA stated that the implementation of the MCFPE decisions will depend on the economic health
of European forest and will to a large extend depend on the development outside Europe. There was
a concern that a link between Europe and the rest of the world 1s missing in the MCPFE discussion.
It 1s very important to prepare policy tools to look into integrated view on forests, agriculture,
energy and water. MCPFE can then help its members facing future challenges.

UK referred to the forest industry statement on competition between raw materials and biomass
and 1ts impacts on prices on agricultural and other sectors and once again emphasized the danger
of increasing prices if renewable energy developments are supported with either inadequate or with
disproportionate substitutes. Credible certification systems for wood produced for biomass are
needed for both the produces are consumers.

Norway stated that forest sector need to take strong and immediate actions to meet the society needs
for the renewable energy, however, we should not compromise SFM when developing policies related
to forest based energy. Europe 1s a major consumer of forest goods and services from all over the
world and have responsibilities that reaches far beyond Europe, and actions to avoid deforestation
in tropical regions, as mentioned by WWEF/Greenpeace, are needed in order to mitigate the climate
change. Norway also welcomed the message from the scientific community that they are ready to
contribute to the MCPFE process in the years to come. Austria stressed having ambitious work
programme 1n order to tackle the crucial topics of the future require working in both formulating and
implementing polices together with the civil society. IUFRO stated that Pan-European issues can
not and should not be seen 1n 1solation, European problems have often global solutions. European
Panel Federation underlined the need for a unified and credible certification system and suggested
reconsideration of some policies on bio-fuels which might cause a sever consequences for societies
in the future. The Greenpeace confirmed that credible certification system 1s an important tool

however, 1t needs to be accompanied by legislation and regulation of trade.

The Major Groups and the delegations praised the MCPFE for choosing very important and politically
relevant topics for the 5" Conference. The Groups expressed their willingness to contribute to the
implementation of the commitments made by the Ministers in Warsaw. The MCPFE was regarded
as a platform for exchange of experiences and enhancing regional cooperation, although some
weaknesses of the process were noted and recommendations were proposed to overcome them.
A number of 1ssues for further political attention were 1dentified during the dialogue as well.

V
=
=
FORESTS
FOR ~
QUALITY
OF LIFE |

REPORTS

OF THE FIFTH

MINISTRIAL CONFERENCE
ON THE PROTECTION

OF FORESTS IN EUROPE



IMPLEMENTATION OF MCPFE COMMITMENTS
National and Pan-European Activities 2003-2007

National Implementation

The report on national implementation presents the activities engaged in by MCPFE signatory
countries during the period 2003-2007, 1.e. since the MCPFE Vienna Conference of 2003. The
analysis 1s based on a questionnaire sent out to countries, to which the Liaison Unit Warsaw received
30national replies (out of total of 46 MCPFE signatories). Besides the measures undertaken towards
the implementation of Vienna commitments, the countries reported on further progress made in
implementation of the Lisbon (1998), Helsinki (1993) and Strasbourg (1990) Resolutions.

A summary of country responses would indicate that all the countries providing their reports
had initiated multiple actions to implement the MCPFE commitments, and that this had found
reflection 1n national forest policies, legislation, forest programmes, research and other activities.
Some of the measures are still in preparation, while many are already being implemented.

Analysis indicates that most countries have developed and are implementing National Forest
Programmes (NIPs) or their equivalents, while some have started the review processes. The
MCPFE approach to NEFPs 1s being used as a background for NFP development in most of the
countries. NFPs take into account many issues addressed by the MCPFE commitments, including
inter-sectoral policy coordination, economic viability of the forestry sector, social and cultural
dimensions, biodiversity, and the adaptability of forests to climate change.

NFPs and national forest legislature are also viewed by countries as an important instrument where
enabling conditions for sustainable forest management (SFM) are to be put in place. Wood, as one
of the essential forest products, 1s being promoted with a new accent on sustainability of forest
management, on its importance as a renewable and reusable raw material, and on 1ts status as
a source of bio-energy. Besides timber products, European forests are expected to produce a wide
range of non-wood goods and services. Although, there are no well-established markets for these
goods, and especially for the services provided by forests, other than recreation, many countries
have initiated research projects to develop this topic.

Another 1ssue receiving greater attention in recent years 1s that of the social and cultural dimensions
to forestry. Countries have reflected this in their NFPs, in rural development programmes and in
educational and research projects. Many projects and events have been devoted to the preservation
of traditional knowledge and practices in SFM, the protection of cultural and historical landscapes
as well as objects and sites in forests.

Modifications to forest management activity have been made with a view to the protection and
enhancement of forest biological diversity being assured. These have been supported by national
legislation, NFPs, cross-sectoral cooperation among a wide range of agencies, and multiple research
activities. All the countries indicated various measures introduced to improve the assessment
and monitoring of forest biodiversity. Work 1s ongoing on the restoration of degraded forests, the
prevention of fragmentation and improvements in ecological connectivity. Extension of existing
protected forest networks 1s planned by majority of European countries, with the aim of representative
coverage for all forest plant communities being achieved.
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Climate-change 1ssues continue to be an important topic influencing forest management activities.
Various actions from the advertising of wood products and wood promotion campaigns through
to governmental programmes and regulations for wood have been mobilised 1n different countries
with a view to these means contributing to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Among
the forest management activities undertaken by countries with regard to implementation of the
Kyoto Protocol, atforestation was named by almost all countries. Numerous countries have special

afforestation programmes, goals, or special financial incentives for afforestation projects.

Forest-related ministries and public forest agencies were indicated by countries as the most
important actors responsible for securing and implementing measures on various aspects of SFM.
Numerous 1ssues are a shared responsibility with other ministries and agencies, where the essential
role 1s played by research and educational institutions.

Many commitments made by MCPFE signatories during the Lisbon Conference gained reflection
in the Vienna Resolutions, while Strasbourg commitments continue to be implemented through
various European networks and projects in which many MCPFE signatories participate. The
Helsinki guidelines on SFM and on conservation of biodiversity provide an essential background
to the preparation and revision of many national forest-related documents and the development of
protected forest networks.

Pan-European Implementation

For the Pan-European level the international co-ordinators of implementation of Strasburg and
Helsinki Resolutions provided significant information. Moreover, the analysis of the implementation

of the MCPFE Work Programme 2003—-2007 completed the picture, according to which:

B the MCPFE Work Programme effectively contributes to the implementation of MCPFE

commitments across our continent;

B new issues were raised, such as: the Ecosystem Approach vs. Sustainable Forest Management,
illegal logging, afforestation and reforestation guidelines;

B the Pan-European actions included in the MCPFE Work Programme also aim to contribute to
the further implementation of global commitments, such as those agreed within the WSSD,

UNFE CBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD frameworks; as well as to maintain linkages with other

regional processes and 1nitiatives;

B Strasbourg and Helsinki commitments continue being implemented by the international co-
ordinators, inter alia, through various European networks and projects where many MCPFE

signatories participate.

STATE OF EUROPE’S FORESTS 2007

The MCPFE Report on Sustainable Forest Management In Europe

The MCPFE report State of Europe’s Forests 2007 1s a comprehensive and up-to-date description
of the situation and the management of European forests as well as the related policies and
mstitutions. It shows the status and trends related to forests and sustainable forest management
in Europe, structured according to the Pan-European Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest
Management, including, for the first time, qualitative indicators on policies and institutions. In
this report “Europe” comprises the 46 countries of the MCPFE listed in the Annex, and includes

the Russian Federation.

Forest resources and their contribution to global carbon cycles

Forests cover 44 percent of the land area of Europe.

At just over 1 billion ha, or 1.26 ha per capita, 25 percent of the world’s forests are in Europe.
About 80 percent of these forests are in the Russian Federation. Some 80 to 90 percent of forests

are available for wood supply in most regions, but only around 40 percent in East Europe.

Europe’s forest area continues to increase.

The area of forest in Europe has increased by almost 13 million ha (an area roughly the size of
Greece) 1n the past 15 years mainly due to planting of new forests and natural expansion of forests
onto former agricultural land.

74 percent of Europe’s forests have been influenced by humans.

About 70 percent of the European forests are classified as semi-natural and about 4 percent as
plantations, while the remaining 26 percent, located mainly in Eastern and Northern European
countries, are considered undisturbed. Excluding the Russian Federation, only 5 percent of forests

in Europe are undisturbed, while 8 percent are plantations.

Wood volume in forests has reached record heights and is increasing.

The total growing stock of forests in Europe amounts to 112 billion m®. In the last 15 years, an
average of 358 million m* — equivalent to the total growing stock of Slovenia — has been added

each year.

Forest biomass carbon reserves are huge, and increasing.

In forest biomass 53 gigatonnes of carbons are stored, which is an increase of 2 billion tonnes since
1990. Further substantial amounts of carbon are stored in forest litter and soils, but knowledge on

these components remains limited.
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Forest ecosystem health and vitality

Although air quality in Europe has improved, trees are still under stress. Further reductions in
emissions are needed to improve ecosystem health and vitality.

Air pollution and depositions, especially of sulphur, have been reduced 1n recent years; however,
past depositions accumulated in soils may lead to higher levels of nitrogen, sulphate and soil acidity,

which make forests more vulnerable to environmental stress and changing climatic conditions.

Tree crown condition has stabilized but defoliation levels are still high in most regions, indicating
that trees have a reduced potential to withstand adverse environmental impacts. Further reduction

of related emissions 1s needed to bring depositions below critical loads.

Forests in Europe have suffered severe storm damages, and forest fires continue to be a major

challenge.

Since 1999, large storm damages have occurred in Europe almost annually. Hundreds of thousands
of ha of forest are burnt annually. While the number of forest fires increased, the area burnt did not

increase 1n the period 2000-2005, mainly due to more effective fire suppression in many countries.

Productive functions of forests

Volumes of wood harvested in Europe’s forests are increasing, but remain considerably below
increment.

Harvesting of wood has steadily increased over the last ten years. The forests are growing at an
unprecedentedly high and increasing rate that 1s well above the volume harvested, so the amount of

wood 1n forests continues to increase.

Forests provide a wide variety of goods and services other than wood.

The economic value of non-wood goods and services (NWGS) provided by forests 1s increasing, but
often they are not marketed. In some European regions, NWGS provide more revenue than wood
sales.

98 percent of all European forests are covered by a forest management plan or equivalent.

European forest areas are almost completely covered by plans for their long-term management.

Biological diversity in forest ecosystems

Forest management practices increasingly promote biodiversity.

Forest management practices have changed in ways that promote the conservation and enhancement
of biological diversity, notably through the increased use of natural regeneration and more mixed
species stands. Measures are also being taken to encourage deadwood accumulation.

Less than 1 percent of Europe’s forests are dominated by iniroduced tree species.

In Europe excluding the Russian Federation, the area dominated by introduced tree species 1s around
4 percent. In many countries, introduced tree species are closely related to the establishment of
plantations. Very few introduced tree species are invasive, and while significant in some countries,

the total area of introduced tree species 1s not increasing.

State of Europe’s Forests 2007

The area of protected forests has expanded by about 2 million ha in the last five years to reach
almost 5 percent of Europe’s forests.

About 3 percent of Europe’s forests are protected with the main objective of conservation of
biodiversity and another 1.7 percent with the main objective of conserving landscapes and specific
natural elements. For the MCPFE region excluding the Russian Federation, the figures are 8 percent
and 10 percent, respectively. In the MCPFE region, these areas have increased by around 455 000 ha
annually over the last five years.

Protective functions in forest management

More than one-fifth of European forests are managed primarily to protect water, soil and
infrastructure.

Ten percent of European forests are designated primarily for the protection of soil and water, and
11 percent for the protection of infrastructure or managed natural resources. In some areas, notably

mountains, the protective functions are particularly important and override the others.

Socio-economic functions and conditions

Forests are mainly public in about half of European countries, and mainly privately owned in the

other half.

Due to the vast areas of public forests in the Russian Federation, in Europe as a whole, 90 percent
of forest area 1s public and 10 percent 1s privately owned, but ownership patterns and trends vary
widely across regions and countries. Without the Russian Federation, almost half of Europe’s forest
area 1s owned by private forest owners. The number of private forest holdings, currently more than
11 million, continues to grow, mainly due to the ongoing restitution process in some European

countries as well as fragmentation due to inheritance laws.

European production and consumption of wood is increasing, as are exports of wood products.

Since the mid-1990s, wood consumption per capita has been rising, reaching 1.1 m’ in 2005.
At the same time, Europe has become a major net exporter of wood products to other regions
(100 million m* per year). Large volumes of wood are used for energy, with a significant increase
In recent years. Forestry activities, wood industries, and the pulp and paper industry combined
contribute about 1 percent to the gross domestic product in Europe and substantially more in a few
countries. The total added value and the net revenue of forestry activities remain stable.

Around 4.3 million people work in the European forest sector

Employment in forestry continues to decrease in Europe, but the loss of jobs 1s slowing down. In
2005, employment 1n forestry activities, wood industries and pulp and paper industries accounted
for 1.1 percent of total employment in Europe. Occupational safety 1s improving, but forestry

remains one of the most hazardous sectors.

More than 90 percent of European forests are open to public access.

More than 90 percent of the forests in Europe are open to public access, and the area of forest
available for recreation is increasing. A very large number of archaeological sites, nature monuments,
and other sites of cultural and spiritual value are found in forests.
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Forest policies and institutions

Public participation in decision-making related to forests is increasing, but challenges remain.

National forest programmes (NFPs) are increasingly widely acknowledged and used across Europe
to govern the diversity of forest-related 1ssues in a more open and adaptive manner, but challenges
remain. These include better ways and means for cross-sectoral coordination and continued political

commitment to further develop NFPs into an effective policy tool.

Forest-related institutions are changing.

Changes 1n 1nstitutional frameworks in Europe indicate an emphasis on further improving the
efficiency and effectiveness of state forestry organizations as well as on reorganizing forest research.
In addition, organizational structures for private forest owners are further developed. However, 1t
seems that well-functioning coordination mechanisms between different levels of government and

stakeholder groups (which are increasingly diverse) are still rare.

Sustainability is given prominence in forest laws and other policy instruments.

MCPFE countries are pursuing sustainable forest management (SFM) through creating new policy
instruments and adjusting existing ones. This 1s done through integrating SFM more systematically
into legal and regulatory frameworks when they are revised, through financial support measures
addressing the different dimensions of SFM, through efforts to strengthen the forest-related
information base, and by improving communication with the public.

Forest policies are becoming more target-oriented, but further improvements are needed.

Several European countries pursue active and often target-oriented policies in a number of areas. In
particular, some countries aim to enlarge forest area, increase the use of wood (material and energy
use), improve biodiversity conservation and strengthen the economic viability of forestry. However,
in other policy areas, including climate change, forest health and vitality, employment, and cultural
and spiritual values, the policies at present seem to be less focused or less pro-actively pursued

(and are often more dependent on decisions 1n other policy areas).

Conclusions

It 1s evident that the MCPFE has played a major role in promoting sustainable forest management
and 1n coordinating and promoting cooperation on forest-related matters across Europe. A number
of important and new policy means and instruments have been developed through the MCPFE
to address new challenges. These, together with generally well-developed forest-related national
organizations, should safeguard the sustainability of European forests and the multiple benefits

that they provide.

The MCPFE report State of Europe’s Forests 2007 does not judge whether forest management
In a country or region 1s sustainable or not, since this judgment 1s dependent on the relative
importance given to the different criteria and indicators in countries. However, the report does
provide most of the relevant information on which governments and other stakeholders can carry
out this assessment. This represents a significant advance in the monitoring of sustainable forest
management, although there are still many gaps and weaknesses that should be addressed at the
technical and policy level.

The report provides relevant information on a range of major issues, including options for the use of

the accumulated growing stock, the need to address threats to forest health by air pollution, storm,

State of Europe's Forests 2007

fire and other damaging factors, and on the role of forests and wood in the interlinked policy debates
on energy and climate change. It provides information that should facilitate decisions related to the
role of forests 1n sustainable development within a globalizing world and with changing demands
from society. Further, 1t points to potentially unsustainable situations in some indicators 1n a few
countries. Overall, are European forests sustainably managed? The answer 1s a qualified “yes”, with

caveats in all three areas of sustainable development: economic, social and environmental.
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AUSTRIA

Mr. Gerhard Mannsberger

Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management

Mr. Co-Chair,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The MCPFE as evolving process has established over time certain structures and procedures to
operate its business. The General Coordinating Committee, in short GCC, 1s at its heart. [t 1s a small
group of countries, at present four, steering the process in terms of content and development. It
1s this group of countries that takes care of the organisational requirements of the process, which

means co-funding the Liaison Unit and the meetings.

For Austria 1t has been an honour, a pleasure and also a challenge to be part of this group since the
preparations for the Lisbon conference in 1998. However, membership in the GCC 1s not forever,
but subject to rotation. There 1s an unwritten rule that at each conference the country having
hosted the previous conference will leave the GCC. It 1s therefore time now for Austria to pass this

responsibility further to other committed partners.

We are glad that Slovakia as well as Germany indicated interest in taking up this burden. The current
GCC decided to welcome both countries to participate in the GCC. The group will therefore be
enlarged to five countries, for good reasons. The number of signatories has enlarged significantly
since the Strasbourg Conference and the work load has increased enormously. It 1s also important
that this central group reflects the diversity of Europe.

However, 1n our view the GCC 1s not just about the administration of a well established process. It
1s about providing the dynamics for carrying forest policy forward in Europe to meet the challenges

ahead.

In this sense we are very confident in the new GCC comprised by Norway, Spain, Slovakia, Germany
and Poland and we are looking forward to working with you, from now on as a regular member of

the MCPFE.
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GERMANY

Mr. Richard Lammel

Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection

Mr. Co-Chair,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I thank the former speakers for their warm words concerning the future role of Germany in the
General Coordination Committee. Already in my statement earlier today I announced that Germany
1s prepared and looking forward to join the GCC from 2008 on as a fifth country after Slovakia. So
I can make 1t much shorter now.

We are looking forward to interested discussions with our partners on the future of the process.
[ am sure that with the support of Slovakia and the other GCC members we will achieve good
results.

Even though we can hardly look ahead that far into the future — and I am talking of a period some
ten years from now — the 9" Ministerial Conference could thus be hosted by Germany.

Let me also take this opportunity to once again thank our hosts for this excellent conference.

Thank you for your attention.

POLAND

Mr. Jan Szyszko

Minister of Environment

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

In respect of the European Forest Minister’s Conference, it 1s established practice that, at the time
of a Conference, responsibility for the continuing process is passed on via rotation system. Thanks
to this system, many countries have had a possibility to share the responsibility for the process over
time. This system guaranties that views and 1deas coming from different European regions are well
visible in the process works, on the other hand, the process members have a unique opportunity to
be better informed on the successes, problems and challenges that are faced by forestry in different

parts of Europe.

Austria, which has been a member of the General Co-ordinating Committee since the second
Conference in Helsinki in 1993, will now leave the Committee. On behalf of all of us, I would like
to thank our Austrian colleagues most sincerely for all the work they have done for this process
since that time. Active participation in shaping Pan-European principles on SFM, 1n particular
visible during the Austrian presidency, coroneted by the 4™ Ministerial Conference in Vienna —
Living Forest Summiut, served the process well and will be well remembered by process participants.
I thank you very much and invite you to further cooperation.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to inform you that, for the first time in the MCPFE history two countries — Germany
and Slovak Republic declared their access to the General Co-ordinating Committee and a will to
undertake related responsibilities and burdens. On behalf of all of us, I would like to welcome
both of the countries to the Committee and express my sincere thanks to Germany and Slovak
Republic that they have agreed to take Austria’s place, thus ensuring continuity in the geographical
representation of the different European regions in the Commiuttee.

[ am entirely convinced that this change allow to maintain process’ dynamism and to face future

challenges.

Thank you.
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SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Mr. Miroslav Jurena

Minister of Agriculture

Excellencies, Distinguished Colleagues Ministers, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In relation to the intention of the Slovak Republic to actively participate in the multi-stakeholder
international cooperation within the forest sector on the regional level, I would like again to declare
and confirm the candidacy of the Slovak Republic for the position of the host country of the
8™ Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe in the approximate time frame of
the year 2020. It 1s an honour and a challenge at the same time for Slovak specialists to contribute to
the progress of the sustainable forest management of whole region of Europe through the membership
of my homeland in the General Coordinating Committee of the Ministerial Conferences. By this, my
acknowledgement belongs to the colleagues of mine responsible for the forests in Poland, Austria,
Kingdom of Norway and Kingdom of Spain for reliability expressed and I believe that our mutual
cooperation as members of the General Coordinating Committee will be beneficial for the continuing

political and professional dialogue in the forest sector.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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NORWAY

Mr. Terje Riis-Johansen

Minister of Agriculture and Food

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are about to close this Ministerial Conference and conclude our deliberations for these two days.

I sense a significant change in the understanding of the contribution from sustainably managed
torests to the quality of life — in my country, in Europe and globally. As a minister for agriculture,
tood and forestry in Norway, I feel a similar renewed interest for 1ssues related to agriculture.

There 1s a variety of reasons for this renewed interest in forests; energy security, increased demand
for forest products, climate change, biodiversity loss and the need for viable rural areas, just to
mention a few.

I am convinced that this renewed interest 1s not of a temporary nature. The underlying factors are

strong and of major importance for our economic, social and environmental development.

Forests are in the core of these issues, both as an important element of social and economic

development, as well as a part of the major environmental 1ssues we face, notably climate change.

This development should encourage us to keep the momentum and continue our efforts in our
European cooperation. We need a continued viable ministerial process in order to approach these

challenges jointly and etfectively at the European level.

One 1mportant follow-up activity of this conference 1s the review of the process. Let us view our
work and process from different angles. Let us not hesitate to suggest necessary changes based on
the review. I am fully satisfied with our achievements so far, but 1t 1s not forward looking to rest on

past successes 1f we are to meet the future challenges.

Our process has maintained a good cooperation with other regional and global processes — forest
specific and others. This needs to continue and we should strive to develop this type of cooperation
turther.

MCPFE, together with institutions and organisations, can provide comprehensive input on the role
of forests, sustainable forest management and the European contribution in this regard. We will

start to prepare that work now.

Finally, I would like to thank Minister Jan Szyszko, for the excellent work you, your ministry, the
government of Poland and the Liaison Unit have done during this conference. I am very grateful.
We will do our best to continue your good work after the transfer of the Liaison Unit to Norway.

I would also like to thank all participants for your contributions to this ministerial conference. It
has been encouraging to listen to your interventions and 1deas for our future work. We need this
process more than ever. And we need your continued active participation.

Thank you.
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Mr. Jan Szyszko

Minister of Environment

Ekscelencje, Szanowni Panstwo, Panie 1 Panowie,

V Konferencja Ministerialnant. Ochrony Laséw w Europie dobiega konica. Moment ten jest doskonaly
okazja do, z jednej strony, dokonania podsumowan, z drugiej za$, do refleksji nad przysztoscig lasow

1 le$nictwa na naszym kontynencie oraz wspdtpracy miedzynarodowe] w tym zakresie.

Przez ostatnie dwa dni dyskutowaliémy wspdlnie o stanie obecnym oraz o perspektywach laséw na
naszym kontynencie. Padlo wiele stwierdzen 1 opinii o wyzwaniach 1 oczekiwaniach wobec laséw,
gospodarki lesnej 1 le§nikéw formulowanych przez wspdélczesne spoteczenstwa w Europie.

Jestem przekonany, ze te aspekty znajdujg swe odbicie w sformulowaniach 1 zapisach zawartych
w Deklaracji Ministerialnej 1 dwéch Rezolucjach Warszawskich, pod ktérymi przed kilkunastoma
minutami zlozyliSmy swe podpisy.

Rola laséw w Europie XXI w. widziana jest przez pryzmat wplywu laséw ksztaltowanie warunkow
bytu czlowieka poprzez ochrone klimatu, potrzebe zachowania integralnosci ekosysteméw lesnych
1 ochrony 1ich réznorodno$ci przyrodniczej, zachowania dziedzictwa kulturowego 1 wartosci
estetycznych 1 duchowych, waloréw rekreacyjnych, ale réwniez poprzez wklad laséw 1le$nictwa
w rozwoj cywilizacyjny oraz pomnazanie dochodu narodowego.

Dlatego jako wspélgospodarz 1 wspélorganizator te; Konferencji ze szczegdlng satysfakejg
odnotowuje fakt, ze gléwne tezy dokumentéw warszawskich skupiajg sie wokét problemu zmian
klimatu 1 potrzeby przeciwdziatania tym zmianom, miedzy innymi poprzez dziatania ukierunkowane
na promocje wykorzystania drewna jako ekologicznego 1 naturalnego nos$nika energi oraz jako
surowca w innych gateziach przemystu. Réwniez spojrzenie na role ekosysteméw le§nych w ochronie
zasobow woéd gruntowych 11ch znaczenie w regulowaniu stosunkéw wodnych zostalo w mojej
ocenie wlasciwie odzwierciedlone w dokumentach tej Konferencji. Wszystkie te obszary te stanowig
skladowe wielofunkcyjne; roli laséw opartej na trzech filarach trwalej 1 zréwnowazonej gospodarki
le$nej 1 doskonale wpisujg si¢ w motyw wiodgcy V Konferencji Ministerialnej nt. Ochrony Laséw

w Europie: ,Forests for Quality of Life”.

Panowie Ministrowle, Szanowni Pafstwo,

Precyzyjnie zdefiniowana koncepcja trwatej 1zréwnowazonej gospodarki lesnej stanowi jedno
z licznych osiggnie¢ Ministerialnego Procesu Ochrony Laséw w Europie, ktéry przez 17 lat swej
aktywnosci zaowocowal wypracowaniem czterech deklaracji ministerialnych 1 siedemnastu rezolucy.
Jako cztonek polskiego rzadu 1 gorgey oredownik wspédlpracy miedzynarodowe) na rzecz lasow
1 le$nictwa jestem szczegdlnie dumny z faktu, ze rowniez moéj kraj wnidst wlasny wktad do dorobku
tego Procesu, zaréwno w zakresie praktycznej implementacji weze$niejszych zobowigzan, jak tez

poprzez stormulowanie nowych koncepcyi politycznych w dokumentach warszawskich.

Pragne podkresli¢, ze ten wklad byl mozliwy dzieki doskonalej wspélpracy z naszymi partnerami
w ramach Gléwnego Komitetu Koordynacyjnego: Norwegig, Austrig 1 Hiszpanig oraz ze wszystkimi

Poland

stronami 1 obserwatorami MCPFE. W sposéb szczegdlny cheiatbym podkresli¢ tu role otwartego
dialogu z przedstawicielami grup intereséw tak liczne reprezentowanych w Procesie Paneuropejskim.
Bez was ten sukces nie bytby mozliwy!

Szanowni Pafstwo, Panie 1 Panowie,

Przygotowanie tej Konferencji 1 efektywne sprawowanie przez Polske ,prezydencji” w MCPFE nie
byloby mozliwe bez sprawnie funkcjonujgcej w Warszawie Jednostki Lacznikowej. Jako minister
nadzorujgcy prace tej Jednostki jestem przekonany, ze wyrazone przez Panstwa slowa uznania
dla pracy Liaison Unit Warsaw zostaly pelni zasluzone. Dlatego chcialbym gorgco podziekowaé
Jednostce tgcznikowe za jej prace w ciagu ostatnich czterech lat. Stowa podziekowania kieruje
réwniez do ekspertéw z Norwegii, Hiszpanii, Austril 1 mojego ministerstwa, ktérzy wspierali
funkcjonowanie tej Jednostki.

Ekscelencje, Szanowni Panstwo, Panie 1 Panowie,

Swoje podzigkowania kieruje do Was wszystkich — uczestnikéw tej Konferencyi, za wasz wktad
1 aktywny udzial w dwudniowych obradach oraz za wyrazong gotowo$¢ do kontynuowania tej
wspélpracy w przysztosci. Cheialbym réwniez podziekowaé za wspanialg atmosfere wspétpracy,
ktéra towarzyszyla naszemu spotkaniu.

Mam osobistg nadzieje, ze rowniez Panstwo zabiorg jak najlepsze wrazenia z pobytu w Warszawie
oraz ze jutrzejsza wycleczka terenowa do lasow Puszczy Kozienickiej réwniez uprzyjemni Panstwa
czas spedzony w Polsce.

Ekscelencje, Szanowni Panstwo, Panie 1 Panowie,

Niniejszym oglaszam V Ministerialng Konferencje nt. Ochrony Laséw w Europie za zamknietg.

I EEEEEEE—
English version

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The 5™ Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe is coming to an end. This
moment 1s an excellent opportunity to, on the one hand, make summaries and, on the other hand,
to make reflections about the future of forest and forestry on our continent, as well as about

international cooperation in this sphere.

During the last two days, we were discussing the current condition and prospects of forests on
our continent. Many statements and opinions were expressed about challenges and expectations
concerning forests, forestry and woodmen formulated by modern European societies. I am convinced
that these aspects are expressed 1n statements and provisions contained in the Ministerial Declaration
and two Warsaw Resolutions, which we signed just a few minutes ago.
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The role of forests in Europe in the 21* Century 1s seen from the angle of the influence of forests
on human living conditions through climate protection, the need to preserve the integrity of forest
ecosystems and protection of their biodiversity, preservation of cultural heritage and aesthetic,
spiritual and recreational values, but also through the contribution of forests and forestry to the
civilization development and growth of the national income. That 1s why, as the host and co-
organiser of this Conference, I am particularly satisfied to notice that the main theses of the Warsaw
documents focus on the problem of climate change and the need to counter these changes, inter
alia through activities aimed at promoting the use of wood as an ecological and natural energy
carrier and as a raw material in other industry branches. The look at the role of forest ecosystems as
regards underground water resources protection and their importance for hydrographic conditions
regulation was, in my opinion, also reflected properly in the documents of this Conference. All
these areas are components of the multifunctional role of forests based on the three foundations of
constant and sustainable forest management and they perfectly supplement the leading theme of
the 5" Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe, namely ,Forests for Quality

of Life”.

Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The precisely defined concept of constant and sustainable forest management 1s one of the numerous
achievements of the Ministerial Process of Forest Protection in Europe which, during 17 years of its
operation, resulted in the development of four ministerial declarations and seventeen resolutions.
As a member of the Polish government and an avid advocate of international cooperation for the
benefit of forests and forestry, I am particularly proud of the fact that my country also contributed
to this Process, both as regards the practical implementation of the earlier commitments as well
as through formulation of new political concepts in Warsaw documents. I would like to emphasise
that this contribution was possible thanks to the perfect cooperation with our partners within the
General Coordination Committee: Norway, Austria and Spain as well as all the MCPFE parties and
observers. I would particularly like to emphasise the role of the open dialogue with representatives
of interest groups so numerously represented in the Pan-European Process. Without you, this
success would not be possible!

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The preparation of this Conference and efficient holding of the “presidency” of MCPFE by Poland
would not be possible without the Liaison Unit operating in Warsaw. As the minister who supervised
the work of the Unit, I am convinced that the words of appreciation for the efforts of the Liaison
Unit Warsaw are well deserved. That 1s why I would like to warmly thank the Liaison Unit for its
efforts during the last four years. My words of acknowledgement are also due to the experts from
Norway, Spain, Austria and my ministry, who supported the operation of that unit.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to express my words of acknowledgement to all of you, all participants in this Conference,
for your contribution and active participation in the deliberations and for your willingness to
continue our cooperation in the future. I would also like to thank you for the excellent atmosphere
of cooperation which accompanied this meeting.

Poland

I sincerely hope that your impressions from the stay in Warsaw and a trip to the Kozienicka Primeval
Forest scheduled for tomorrow will be very pleasant.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The 5™ Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe is hereby closed.
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Time

Sunday, 4 November

Action

Annex 1. Programme of the Conference

Location

16.00 —20.00 | Registration Sheraton Hotel
Registration desk
19.00-21.00 | Pre-Conference Reception Sheraton Hotel
21.00 Transfer to the hotels

Monday, 5 November

08.00 - 18.00

Registration

Sheraton Hotel
Registration desk

07.30

Transfer from the hotels

09.00 - 09.45

Opening ceremony
Chair: H. E. Mr. Jan Szyszko
® Opening by the President of Poland H. E. Mr. Lech Kaczynski

u Opening by the Minister of Agriculture and Food of Norway
H. E. Mr. Terje Riis-Johansen

® Opening by the Minister of the Environment of Poland
H. E. Mr. Jan Szyszko

® Performance by artists

09.45-10.30

SESSION |

Thematic Session: Europe’s Forests - state of art and challenges ahead
Chair: H. E. Mr. Jan Szyszko

Key statements:

B Ms. Mariann Fischer Boel, European Commissioner for Agriculture and
Rural Development

® Mr. Marek Belka, Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of
UNECE

B Mr. Jan Heino, Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department , FAO

Sheraton Hotel
Plenary Hall

10.30-11.30

Poster Session “State of Sustainable Forest Management in Europe”

Sheraton Hotel
Foyer

10.30-11.30

Press conference of the Ministers of MCPFE General Coordinating Committee

Sheraton Hotel
London

11.30-13.30

SESSION 11
Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue (MSD)
Chair: Mr. Hosny El-Lakany

Sheraton Hotel
Plenary Hall

13.35

Group photo of the Ministers and Heads of Delegations

Restaurant “Ale Gloria”
Dom Dochodowy

13.30-15.30

Lunch

15.30-18.00

SESSION 1lI
Statements by the MCPFE signatory countries and the European Community
Chair: H. E. Mr. Terje Riis-Johansen

18.15

Transfer to the hotels

19.15

Transfer to the Royal Castle

20.00 -23.00

Gala Dinner

The Royal Castle
Warsaw Old Town

23.15

Transfer to the hotels
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Time

Tuesday, 6 November

Action

Location

08.00-18.00 | Registration Sheraton Hotel
Registration desk
08.30 Transfer from the hotels
9.00 - 12.00 SESSION IV Sheraton Hotel
Statements by the MCPFE signatory countries Plenary Hall
Chair: H. E. Mr. Jan Szyszko
12.00-14.00 | Lunch
14.00-16.25 | SESSION V
Statements by the MCPFE observer countries and organisations
Chair: H. E. Mr. Terje Riis-Johansen
16.25-16.40 Summary of MSD
by Chair of the MSD Mr. Hosny El-Lakany Sheraton Hotel
Presentation and signing of the Conference Documents Plenary Hall
Chair: H. E. Mr. Jan Szyszko
17.15-17.30 | Other matters
17.30-18.00 | Closing statements and closure of the Conference
by H. E. Mr. Jan Szyszko and H. E. Mr. Terje Riis-Johansen
18.15 Transfer to the hotels
19.45 Transfer from the hotels to the restaurant
20.00-23.00 | pinner Restaurant “Ale Gloria”
Dom Dochodowy
23.00 Transfer to the hotels

Wednesday, 7 November

7.30-8.00 | Departure from the hotels
8.00-18.00 Field session The Kozienicka
Primeval Forest
All day Transfer to the Frederic Chopin Airport

| Annex2. List of Participants

SIGNATORY COUNTRIES

| ALBANIA

Mr. Genci Hoxhaj
Expert

Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Water Administration

Rruga “Durresit” 27

Tirana

Tel: + 3554270 630

Fax: + 3554 270 627

E-mail: gahoxhaj@yahoo.com

Mr. Kozma Kocani

Chief

Forests Sector

Ministry of Environment,

Forest and Water Administration

Rruga “Durresit” 27

Tirana

Tel: + 3554270 630

Fax: + 3554 270 627

E-mail: kozmakocani@hotmail.com

| AUSTRIA

Mr. Gerhard Mannsberger

Forest Director General

Forestry Department
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water Management

Marxergasse 2

1030 Vienna

Tel: + 43171100 7301

Fax: + 43171100 7398

E-mail: gerhard.mannsberger(@
lebensministerium.at

Mr. Harald Mauser

Head

Federal Research and Training Centre
for Forests

Natural Hazards and Landscape Secken-
dorff-Gudent Weg 8

1131 Vienna

Tel: + 431878381123

Fax: + 43 187838 1250

E-mail: harald. mauser@bfw.gv.at

Mr. Ingwald Gschwandtl

Director

Forest Policy and Forest Information
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,

Environment and Water Management

Marxergasse 2

1030 Vienna

Tel: + 43171100 7305

Fax: + 43171100 7399

E-mail: ingwald.gschwandtl@
lebensministerium.at

Mr. Georg Rappold

Forest Policy Officer

Forest Policy and Forest Information
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water Management

Marxergasse 2

1030 Vienna

Tel: + 43 664 2645017

Fax: + 43 17100 7399

E-mail: georg.rappold@
lebensministerium.at

| BELARUS

Mr. Piotr Semashko
Minister
Ministry of Forestry

Chkalov 6

220039 Minsk

Tel: + 37517 224 47 05

Fax: + 37517 224 41 83
E-mail: apparat@minleshoz.org

Mr. Aleksei Kulagin

General Director

Republican Unitary Forest Inventory
Enterprise “Belgosles”

Zheleznodorozhnaya 27
220089 Minsk

Tel: + 375172263115
Fax: + 375 17 226 30 92
E-mail: belgosles@open.by

Mr. Valery Pabirushka
Head

Department for Law, Manpower
and Science

Ministry of Forestry

Chkalov 6

220039 Minsk

Tel: + 37514 22451 29
Fax: + 37517 224 41 83
E-mail: mlh@open.by

Mr. Sergei Nekhai

First Secretary for Trade and Economy
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
Wiertnicza 58

02-952 Warsaw, Poland
Tel: + 482274209 76
Fax: + 48 22742 09 80
E-mail: poland@belembassy.org

Mr. Pavel Latushka
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary

Embassy of the Republic of Belarus

Wiertnicza 58

02-952 Warsaw, Poland

Tel: + 48 22 742 09 90

Fax: + 48 22 742 09 80

E-mail: poland@belembassy.org

| BELGIUM

) 4

Mr. Benoit Lutgen

Minister for Agriculture,

Rural Development, Environment and
Tourism Walloon Regional Government

Chaussée de Louvain 2

5000 Namur

Tel: + 3281710310

Fax: + 3281732765

E-mail: benoit.lutgen@gov.wallonie.be
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Mr. Andrey Jacquiez
Attaché

Cabinet du Ministre
Chaussée de Louvain 2

5000 Namur

Tel: + 3281710355
Fax: + 3281710 381

E-mail: andrey.jacquiez(@gov.wallonie.be

Mr. Brieuc Quevy
Collaborater du Ministre
Cabinet du Ministre

Chaussée de Louvain 2

5000 Namur

Tel: + 3281710353

Fax: + 32 81 710 287

E-mail: brieuc.quevy(@gov.wallonie.be

Mr. Christian Laurent
Attaché, Forest Engineer
Walloon Regional Government

DG Natural Resources and Environment,

Nature and Forest Division
Forest Resources Service

Avenue Prince de Liege 15

5100 Namur

Tel: + 3281335842

Fax: + 3281335811

E-mail: c.laurent@mrw.wallonie.be

Mr. Daniel Menschaert

Délégué — Représentant Diplomatique

Délégation Walonie — Bruxelles
en Pologne

Skorupki 5

00-546 Warsaw, Poland

Tel: + 48225837001
Fax: + 48 2258370 03
E-mail: walbru@varsovie.pl

Mr. Jan Luykx
Ambassador
Embassy of Belgium

Senatorska 34

00-095 Warsaw, Poland

Tel: + 48 225512802

E-mail: jan.luykx@diplobel.fed.be

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

Mr. Dusan Neskovi¢
Assistant Minister

Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Relations

Musala 9

71000 Sarajevo

Tel: + 387 33209 819

Fax: + 387 33 555 706

E-mail: dneskovic@mvteo.gov.ba

Mr. Alojz Dundjer

Director PIU Forestry and Agriculture
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Water
Management and Forestry

Titova 15

71000 Sarajevo

Tel: + 38733213098
Fax: + 38733 213 099
E-mail: piusum@bih.net.ba

| BULGARIA

Mr. Stefan Yurukov
Chairman
State Forestry Agency

“Hristo Botev” blvd. 55
1050 Sofia

Tel: + 359298 511 205
Fax: + 359298 13736
E-mail: syurukov@nug.bg

Mr. Nikolay lonov
Head of Department
State Forestry Agency

“Hristo Botev” blvd. 55
1050 Sofia

Tel: + 359298 511 528
Fax: + 359 298 13736
E-mail: afforest@nug.bg

Ms. Dolores Beloretchka
Senior Expert
State Forest Agency

“Hristo Botev” blvd. 55
1050 Sofia

Tel: + 359298511525
Fax: + 3592981 37 36
E-mail: dolores@nug.bg

| CROATIA

Mr. Herman Susnik

State Secretary of Forestry, Hunting and
Wood Industry

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Water Management

Grada Vukovara 78

10000 Zagreb

Tel: + 38516 10 60 80

Fax: + 38516 10 92 03

E-mail: herman.susnik@mps.hr

Mr. Tono Kruzic

Head

Forest Protection Department
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Water Management

Grada Vukovara 78

10000 Zagreb

Tel: + 38598335471

Fax: + 38516 109203
E-mail: tono.kruzic@mps.hr

Mr. Miroljub Stojanovié¢
Assistant Minister

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Water Management

Grada Vukovara 78

10000 Zagreb

Tel: + 38516106203

Fax: + 385161092 03

E-mail: miroljub.stojanovic@mps.hr

I CYPRUS

Mr. Alexandros Christodoulou
Chief Conservator of Forests
Department of Forests

Ministry of Agriculture,

Natural Resources and Environment

Loukis Akritas Ave 26
1414 Nicosia

Tel: + 357 2280 55 03
Fax: + 357 22 78 04 28

E-mail: achristodoulou(@fd.moa.gov.cy

| CZECH REPUBLIC

Mr. Karel Turecek
Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture

Tesnov 17

117 05 Prague 1

Tel: + 420 221 812 761

Fax: + 420 221 812 948
E-mail: karel.turecek@mze.cz

Mr. Tomds Krejzar
Director

Department of Forest Policy
and Economies

Ministry of Agriculture

Tesnov 17

11705 Prague 1

Tel: + 420221812 677

Fax: + 420 221 812 988
E-mail: tomas.krejzar@mze.cz

Mr. Jaromir Vasi¢ek
Director

Forest Management Institute
Ministry of Agriculture

Tesnov 17

117 05 Prague 1

Tel: + 420 322319 941

Fax: + 420 326 902 434

E-mail: vasicek.jaromir@uhul.cz

Mr. Martin Zizka
Director General of Forestry
Ministry of Agriculture

Tesnov 17

117 05 Prague 1

Tel: + 420 221 812 826

Fax: + 420 222 312 835
E-mail: martin.zizka@mze.cz

Mr. Ladislav Steinhibel
Second Secretary
Embassy of the Czech Republic

Koszykowa 18

00-555 Warsaw, Poland

Tel: + 48 2252518 60

Fax: + 48 22 525 18 98

E-mail: 1.steinhubel@seznam.cz

Mr. Tomds Stanék
Head
Forest Protection Unit

Ministry of Environment

Vrsovickd 65

100 10 Prague 10

Tel: + 420 267 122 042
Fax: + 420 267 310 308

E-mail: tomas_stanek@env.cz

| DENMARK

Mr. J. C. Briand Petersen
Chief Consultant

Danish Ministry of the Environment

Forest and Nature Agency

Haraldsgade 53

2100 Copenhagen ©
Tel: + 4572542227
Fax: + 45392798 99
E-mail: bp@sns.dk
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E-mail: kalle karoles@metsad.ee

| EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

(g ¢

Ms. Mariann Fischer Boel
European Commissioner for Agriculture

and Rural Development
European Commission

Rue de la Lo1 200
B-1049 Brussels, Belgium
Mariann.Fischer-Boel@ec.europa.eu
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Annex 3. Overview of the Signatories

of the Strasbourg, Helsinki, Lisbon,
Vienna and Warsaw Documents
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Liechtenstein X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Lithuania X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Luxembourg X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Malta X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Monaco X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Montenegro X X X
Netherlands X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Norway X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Poland X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Portugal X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Republic of X X X X X X X
Moldova
Romania X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Russian
. X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Federation
Serbia X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Slovakia X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Slovenia X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Spain X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Sweden X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Switzerland X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
The Former
Yugoslav
Republic of
Macedonia
Turkey X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Ukraine X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
United

. X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Kingdom
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| Annex 4. MCPFE Participants

Signatory countries and European Community
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Denmark Luxembourg Switzerland
Estonia Malta The former Yugoslav Republic
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Finland Montenegro Turkey
France Netherlands Ukraine
Georgia Norway United Kingdom

Observer countries

Australia China Malaysia
Brazil Ghana Morocco
Cameroon India New Zealand
Canada Japan USA
Chile Korea (Republic)
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Observer organisations

Bioversity International

BWI Building and Wood Workers' International
CEl - Bois European Confederation of Woodworking Industries
CEPF Confederation of European Forest Owners

COPA - COGECA

Committee of Agricultural Organisations in the EU and General Confederation of Agricultural
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IUFRO International Union of Forest Research Organizations Montreal Process
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UEF Union of European Foresters

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNECE United Natfions Economic Commission for Europe

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

UNFF United Nations Forum on Forests

UNU United Nations University

USSE Union of Foresters of Southern Europe

WWEF International

World Wide Fund for Nature International
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ik Europe :
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on the Protection of Fore
In Europe
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5th Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe
£ —7 Movember 2007, Warsaw, Poland

273



